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Fieldwork on Enderby Island 
focused on seven sample 
transects (Areas) at the western 
end of the Island (Figure 5.1 and Figure 

5.2). These were selected af ter 
consultation in early March 
2016 with the Murujuga Circle 
of Elders, which included a 
visit by helicopter and boat to 
the island by senior men and 
the male project researchers. 
Systematic survey recorded 
panels and motifs in each of 
these sample areas as well as 
locating suitable excavation 
targets. Archaeological stone 
structures and ar tefacts were 

recorded oppor tunistically. 
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F i g u r e  5 . 1 .  T h e  w e s t e r n  e n d  o f  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  s h o w i n g  l o c a t i o n  o f  s a m p l e  a r e a s  a n d  i n d i c a t i v e  t r a c k l o g s .

T h e  r e c o r d e d  r o c k  a r t  p a n e l s  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  a u d i t e d 

a n d  s i t e  b o u n d a r i e s  d e s i g n a t e d  b a s e d  o n  a l l  f e a t u r e s 

l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  2 5   m  o f  e a c h  o t h e r  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  2 ; 

f o l l o w i n g  V i n n i c o m b e  2 0 0 2 ) .  A  t o t a l  o f  3 9  s i t e s  h a v e 

b e e n  r e c o r d e d  o n  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  ( Ta b l e  5 .1 ) ,  w i t h 

4 , 8 3 0  m o t i f s  r e c o r d e d  f r o m  a  t o t a l  o f  2 , 5 5 9  i d e n t i f i e d 

p a n e l s  ( Ta b l e  5 . 2 ) .  F i v e  e x c a v a t i o n s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e d 

i n  a  r a n g e  o f  l a n d s c a p e  c o n t e x t s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  s a m p l e 

a r e a s  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  6 ) .  G i d l e y  g r a n o p h y r e  ( A r e a s  1 – 3 ) 

a n d  a n  u n a s s i g n e d  b a s a l t /a n d e s i t e  ( A r e a s  6 – 8 )  a r e 

t h e  d o m i n a n t  s u r f a c e  g e o l o g y  o f  t h e s e  l a n d s c a p e s 

( H i c k m a n  a n d  S t r o n g  2 0 0 3 ) .  I t  i s  n o t e d  t h a t  F a i r w e a t h e r 

( 2 0 1 9 )  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r a n o p h y r e  d e s i g n a t i o n 

s h o u l d  b e  r e c l a s s i f i e d  a s  r h y o d a c i t e ,  b a s e d  o n  t h i n - s e c -

t i o n  a n a l y s i s . 

E N D E R B Y  I S L A N D  R O C K  A R T  A N D  S T O N E  S T R U C T U R E S 
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F i g u r e  5 . 2 .  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  w e s t e r n  e n d  s h o w i n g  s a m p l e  a r e a s  a n d  u n d e r l y i n g  g e o l o g i c a l  b e d r o c k .
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SITE TYPE NO. % SITE TYPE NO. %

Art 25 64.1 Art; structure; scatter; quarry 1 2.6

Art; scatter 4 10.3 Historical; art; structure 1 2.6

Art; structure 3 7.7 Scatter 1 2.6

Art; structure; scatter 3 7.7 Archaeological deposit 1 2 .6

Total 39 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 1 .  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  s i t e  t y p e s .

AREA 1 AREA 2 AREA 3 AREA 4 AREA 6 AREA 7 AREA 8

MLP-EI001 MLP-EI002 MLP-EI003 MLP-EI004 MLP-EI006 MLP-EI007 MLP-EI008

MLP-EI005 MLP-EI009 MLP-EI012 MLP-EI034 MLP-EI036

MLP-EI023 MLP-EI010 MLP-EI013 MLP-EI035

MLP-EI024
DPLH 11820 
(MLP-EI011)

MLP-EI014

MLP-EI025 MLP-EI020 MLP-EI015

MLP-EI026 MLP-EI039 MLP-EI016

MLP-EI027 MLP-EI017

MLP-EI028 MLP-EI018

MLP-EI029 MLP-EI019

MLP-EI030 MLP-EI021

MLP-EI031 MLP-EI022

MLP-EI032 MLP-EI037

MLP-EI033

MLP-EI038

666 motifs 1256 motifs 146 motifs 111 motifs 2071 motifs 540 motifs 170 motifs

305 panels 692 panels 95 panels 66 panel 1,068 panels 256 panels 77 panels

30 structures 12 structures 0 structures 9 structures 1 structure 0 structures 14 structures

T a b l e  5 . 2 .  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  r o c k  a r t  s i t e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  e a c h  s a m p l e  a r e a ,  s h o w i n g  t o t a l  p a n e l s  a n d  m o t i f s  r e c o r d e d .

A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  u s e d  t o  c r e a t e  i n d i v i d u a l 

m o t i f s  r e f l e c t s  t h e  d o m i n a n t  s u r f a c e  g e o l o g y.  W h i l e 

p e c k i n g  d o m i n a t e s  g e n e r a l l y ,  s c r a t c h e d ,  i n c i s e d  a n d 

a b r a d e d  t e c h n i q u e s  a r e  u s e d  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  t o  c r e a t e 

m o t i f s  o n  b a s a l t i c  b e d r o c k  ( F i g u r e  5 . 3 ) . 

F i g u r e  5 . 3 .  M o t i f  t e c h n i q u e s  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  g e o l o g y . 
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S a m p l e  A re a  1
S a m p l e  A r e a  1  ( A r e a  1 )  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  e x t r e m e  w e s t e r n 

e n d  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  o n  m o s t l y  a  g r a n o p h y r e  s u r f a c e  g e o l o g y 

( F i g u r e  5 . 2 ) .  S u r v e y  a n d  r e c o r d i n g  i n i t i a l l y  f o c u s e d 

o n  t h e  r o c k y  s l o p e s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  a  b e a c h 

w i t h  a  f r i n g i n g  r e e f  ( F i g u r e  5 . 4 ) .  A r e a  1  w a s  e x t e n d e d 

s o u t h w a r d s  w i t h  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a n  e x t e n s i v e  q u a r r y 

o f  f i n e - g r a i n e d  g r a n o p h y r e  ( M L P - E I 0 0 1 )  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n 

( F i g u r e  5 . 5 ) .  F o u r t e e n  s i t e s  a r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  A r e a  1  a n d 

1 3  o f  t h e s e  h a v e  r o c k  a r t  o n  3 0 5  p a n e l s  a n d  6 6 6  m o t i f s 

( Ta b l e  5 . 3 ,  Ta b l e  5 . 4 ,  F i g u r e  5 . 4 ) .  T h i r t y  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s 

a r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h r e e  o f  t h e  s i t e s .  S c a t t e r e d  a r t e f a c t s 

w e r e  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t w o  s i t e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s 

c o m p o n e n t  w a s  n o t  r e c o r d e d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a c r o s s  t h i s 

A r e a .

SITE TYPES NO. %

Art 7 46.2

Art; scatter 3 23.1

Art; structure 2 15.4

Art; quarry; structure 1 7.7

Scatter 1 7. 7

Total 14 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 3 .  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  A r e a  1 :  s i t e  t y p e s .

SITE NAME MOTIFS SITE NAME MOTIFS

MLP-EI023 209 MLP-EI026 7

MLP-EI001 160 MLP-EI027 7

MLP-EI038 115 MLP-EI033 4

MLP-EI031 95 MLP-EI029 3

MLP-EI032 32 MLP-EI024 1

MLP-EI030 24 MLP-EI005 1

MLP-EI028 8 Total 666

T a b l e  5 . 4 .  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  A r e a  1 :  r o c k  a r t  s i t e s  a n d  a s s e m b l a g e  s i z e s .

A  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  m o t i f  a s s e m b l a g e s  h e r e  a r e  s m a l l , 

b u t  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  s i t e  c o m p l e x e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h i s 

l a n d s c a p e  –  M L P - E I 0 0 1  a n d  M L P - E I 0 2 3  ( Ta b l e  5 . 5 , 

F i g u r e  5 . 5 ) .  M L P - E I 0 0 1  i s  a n  e x t e n s i v e  q u a r r y  s i t e  s o u t h 

o f  t h e  b e a c h  t h a t  h a s  r o c k  a r t  o n  m a n y  q u a r r i e d  b l o c k s 

a s  w e l l  a s  o n  s u r r o u n d i n g  u n k n a p p e d  a r e a s .  M o s t  o f  t h e 

s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  r e c o r d e d  w i t h i n  t h i s  A r e a  a r e  i n  t h i s 

s i t e .  T h e r e  a r e  2 4  b e d r o c k  p i t s ,  t w o  d i s c r e t e  p l a c e d 

s t o n e s ,  o n e  s t a n d i n g  s t o n e  a n d  o n e  a r r a n g e d  c l u s t e r /

p i l e  ( F i g u r e  5 . 6 ) .  T h e  b e d r o c k  p i t s  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f 

q u a r r y i n g /e x t r a c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n 

o f  f i n e - g r a i n e d  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  i n t e n s i v e  k n a p p i n g  a r o u n d 

t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s .  O n e  a r r a n g e d  c l u s t e r / p i l e  ( r e c o r d e d 

a s  E I A 0 1 - 2 0 1 6 - P F 0 2 7 )  i s  a  c i r c u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  o f  f r e s h l y 

q u a r r i e d  c o r e s  a n d  f l a k e s .  T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  u n i q u e  i n  t h e 

a r c h i p e l a g o .  T h e  M L P - E I 0 0 1  s i t e  c o m p l e x  h a s  e x t r e m e l y 

h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  f u t u r e  d e t a i l e d  r e s e a r c h . 
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F i g u r e  5 . 4 .  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  A r e a  1  a n d  4  s h o w i n g  l o c a t i o n  o f  a l l  r e c o r d e d  s i t e s  a n d  e x c a v a t i o n  s q u a r e  i n  A r e a  4 .
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F i g u r e  5 . 5 .  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  A r e a  1 :  ( t o p )  l o o k i n g  s o u t h  f r o m  s i t e  M L P - E I 0 2 3  a c r o s s  t h e  b e a c h  t o  M L P - E I 0 3 8  a n d  q u a r r y 
s i t e  M L P - E I 0 0 1 ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m )  v i e w  o v e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  q u a r r y  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  s t o n e  m a t e r i a l  v i s i b l e  a t 

M L P - E I 0 0 1  l o o k i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  b e a c h . 
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F i g u r e  5 . 6 .  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  A r e a  2 :  r e c o r d i n g  ( t o p )  t h e  q u a r r y  b e d r o c k  p i t s  a n d  a n  e n o r m o u s  b o u l d e r  c o r e ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m )  t h e 
u n u s u a l  c i r c u l a r  s t o n e  a r r a n g e m e n t  ( E I A 0 1 - 2 0 1 6 - P F 0 2 7 )  m a d e  o f  f l a k e d  f i n e - g r a i n e d  l i t h i c s .



10 M U R U J U G A  -  D Y N A M I C S  O F  T H E  D R E A M I N G

T h e  o t h e r  s i t e  c o m p l e x ,  M L P - E I 0 2 3 ,  i s  o n  t h e 

n o r t h e r n  s l o p e  a b o v e  t h e  b e a c h  a n d  i n c l u d e s  t h e  f l a t 

a r e a  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  r i d g e  ( F i g u r e  5 . 5 ) .  T w o  o f  t h e  s i x 

l a r g e  s i t e s  a r e  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  b e a c h  ( M L P - E I 0 3 8 )  a n d 

u p s l o p e  a d j a c e n t  t o  a  s p r i n g  ( M L P - E I 0 3 1 ) .

O v e r  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  A r e a  1  m o t i f  a s s e m b l a g e  i s 

g e o m e t r i c  ( Ta b l e  5 . 6 ) ,  w i t h  o n l y  a  s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  ( 3 . 5 % ) 

b e i n g  c l a s s e d  a s  ‘ o t h e r ’  ( s i x  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s  a n d  m o s t l y 

r a n d o m  p e c k i n g ) .  O v a l s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  g e o m e t r i c 

s u b j e c t s  w i t h  a r c s  a n d  l i n e a r  a n d  a n g u l a r  s h a p e s  a l s o 

c o m m o n  ( Ta b l e  5 . 7 ) . 

SITE ASSEMBLAGE COUNT %

Small (1–5) 2 18.2

Medium (6–20) 3 27.3

Large (21–150) 4 36.4

Complex (>151) 2 18.2

Total 11 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 5 .  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  A r e a  1 :  
r o c k  a r t  s i t e  a s s e m b l a g e  s i z e  p r o p o r t i o n s .

 CLASS COUNT % COUNT %

Anthropomorphic 101 15.2 101 15.7

Geometric 249 37.4 249 38.8

Other 24 3.6

Tracks 90 13.5 90 14.0

Zoomorphic 202 30.3 202 31.5

Total 666 100.0 642 100

T a b l e  5 . 6 .  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  A r e a  1 :  c l a s s  p r o p o r t i o n s .

SUBJECT NO. % SUBJECT NO. %

Anthropomorphic Tracks

Decorative infill figure 1 0.1 Bird track 34 5.3

Face 1 0.1 Human foot 51 7.9

Linear figure 72 11.2 Macropod track 4 0.6

Outline figure 3 0.4 Turtle trail 1 0.1

Profile figure 1 0.1 Zoomorphic

Solid figure 23 3.4 Marine tails 114 18.0

Geometric Bird 9 1.4

Angular 24 3.6 Macropod 4 0.6

Arc 26 3.9 Crustacean 3 0.5

Circular 12 1.9 Fish 31 4.8

Complex 2 0.3 Quadruped 2 0.3

Dot 1 0.1 Snake 3 0.5

Linear 50 7.8 Stingray 3 0.5

Material culture 12 1. 7 Terrestrial other 1 0.2

Oval 116 18.3 Turtle 33 5.1

Phytomorph 2 0.3

Rayed 4 0.6 Total 642 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 7 .  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  A r e a  1 :  s u b j e c t  p r o p o r t i o n s  f o r  i d e n t i f i a b l e  m o t i f s .

Z o o m o r p h s  a r e  a l m o s t  a s  p r e v a l e n t  a s  g e o m e t r i c s , 

a n d  t h e s e  a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  t u r t l e s  ( 3 3 )  a n d  f i s h  ( 3 1 ) . 

T h e r e  i s  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  ( 1 1 4 )  o f  m a r i n e  t a i l s  ( 1 8 %  o f  t h e 

A r e a ’ s  a s s e m b l a g e ) ,  w i t h  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e  a c c o u n t i n g 

f o r  a l m o s t  2 5 %  o f  a l l  r e c o r d e d  m a r i n e  t a i l s  a c r o s s  t h e 

a r c h i p e l a g o  ( F i g u r e  5 . 7 ) .  T h e r e  a r e  n i n e  b i r d s ,  b u t  o n l y 

f o u r  m a c r o p o d s .  A n t h r o p o m o r p h i c  m o t i f s  a n d  t r a c k s 

a r e  r o u g h l y  e q u i v a l e n t ,  a n d  l i n e a r  f i g u r e s  d o m i n a t e  t h e 

a n t h r o p o m o r p h s .  T h e r e  i s  o n e  a r c h a i c  f a c e  a n d  o n e 

d e c o r a t i v e - i n f i l l e d  a n t h r o p o m o r p h ,  t h e s e  t w o  m o t i f s 

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  P l e i s t o c e n e  r e p e r t o i r e .  T h e r e  i s  a 

d i s t i n c t i v e  s t y l e  o f  s m a l l  s o l i d  a n t h r o p o m o r p h i c  d e p i c t i o n 

h e r e  –  p o r t r a y e d  w i t h  e l b o w s  a n d  b e n t - u p  l e g s ,  s o m e 

w i t h  e x a g g e r a t e d  g e n i t a l i a  a n d  s o m e  w i t h  r a y e d  h a i r  / 

h e a d d r e s s e s  ( F i g u r e  5 . 8 ) .  T h e s e  w e r e  f o u n d  m a i n l y  i n 

t h e  q u a r r y  a r e a s  a s s e m b l a g e  ( w i t h  a n o t h e r  c l u s t e r  
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F i g u r e  5 . 7 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  1 :  m a r i n e  t a i l  m o t i f s  i n c l u d i n g  ( t o p )  m u l t i p l e s  o n  t h e  o n e  p a n e l  a n d  ( b o t t o m )  t u r t l e  m o t i f s ,  w h i c h 
a r e  f o u n d  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s t y l e s  a n d  a s  s i n g l e  o r  m u l t i p l e  m o t i f s .  N o t e  t h a t  t h e  t u r t l e s  p a n e l  o n  t h e  l e f t  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  a 

h e a v i l y  q u a r r i e d  b l o c k .  [ f u l l  p a g e  b l e e d _ c a p t i o n  o n  a d j a c e n t  p a g e ]
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F i g u r e  5 . 8 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  1 :  ( t o p  t o  b o t t o m )  h u m a n  f o o t p r i n t s  w i t h  s i x  d i g i t s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e s ;  b i l b y  a n d  f i n n e d  f i s h ;  a n d 
a  d i s t i n c t i v e  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  s t y l e  o f  s m a l l  o v a l - b o d i e d  a n t h r o p o m o r p h i c - z o o m o r p h i c  d e p i c t i o n  w i t h  b e n t - u p  l e g s  a n d  a r m s , 

r a y e d  h a i r  a n d  l i z a r d - l i k e  t a i l s  a n d  a  c r a b .

o f  t h i s  s a m e  s t y l e  a l s o  r e c o r d e d  a r o u n d  t h e  n o r t h e r n 

c o a s t l i n e  i n  A r e a  8 ) .  H u m a n  f e e t  o c c u r  i n  h i g h e r  t h a n 

g e n e r a l  p r o p o r t i o n s  h e r e  ( F i g u r e  5 . 8 ) ,  o u t n u m b e r i n g  b i r d 

t r a c k s .  N o  g r a f f i t i  w a s  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  t h i s  s a m p l e  a r e a . 

B i r d s  a n d  t e r r e s t r i a l  m o t i f s  a r e  f o u n d  a c r o s s  t h e 

A r e a ,  d i s t r i b u t e d  w i d e l y  b u t  w i t h  a  d e f i n i t e  f o c u s  o n 

t h e  v e r t i c a l  r o c k  s u r f a c e s  f a c i n g  t h e  b e a c h ,  w i t h  s o m e 

l o c a t e d  h i g h e r  o n  t h e  h i l l s ,  w h i l e  a l l  o t h e r  m a r i n e  t h e m e s 

a r e  s c a t t e r e d  m o r e  w i d e l y  a c r o s s  t h i s  A r e a .  I t  i s  n o t a b l e 

t h a t  t h e  h i g h  g r o u n d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  b e a c h  h a s  n o t 

b e e n  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  s u r v e y e d / r e c o r d e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t 

a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  m o t i f s  h e r e  i s  p u r e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s 

f a c t o r  ( F i g u r e  5 . 9 ) .
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F i g u r e  5 . 9 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  1 :  d e n s i t y  m a p s  s h o w i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  b i r d s ,  t e r r e s t r i a l  m o t i f s ,  m a r i n e  t a i l s  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  m a r i n e  m o t i f s . 
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FORM COUNT % FORM COUNT %

Linear 158 23.7 Outline; pattern 28 4.2

Linear; outline 34 5.1 Outline; pattern; solid 15 2.3

Linear; outline; pattern 6 0.9 Outline; scattered marks 1 0.2

Linear; outline; pattern; solid 2 0.3 Outline; solid 29 4.4

Linear; outline; scattered marks 1 0.2 Pattern; solid 1 0.2

Linear; outline; solid 6 0.9 Scattered marks 13 2.0

Linear; pattern; solid 1 0.2 Solid 100 15.0

Linear; solid 42 6.3

Outline 229 34.4 Total 666 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 8 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  1 :  f o r m s  u s e d  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  r o c k  a r t  a s s e m b l a g e . 

T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  m o t i f  f o r m  i n  A r e a  1  i s  o u t l i n e  ( 3 4 % ) 

f o l l o w e d  b y  l i n e a r  a n d  t h e n  s o l i d  f o r m s  ( Ta b l e  5 . 8 ) . 

T h e r e  i s  a  l o t  o f  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  f o r m s  c r e a t e d  h e r e , 

i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  p a t t e r n e d  i n f i l l  ( 7 % )  –  m o s t l y  i n  t h e 

t u r t l e  c a r a p a c e s .  T h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  t e c h n i q u e  i n  A r e a  1  i s 

p e c k i n g  ( c .   7 5 % ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a b r a s i o n  ( 1 1 % ) ,  c o m b i n a -

t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  a n d  s c r a t c h i n g  ( Ta b l e  5 . 9 ) .  C o m b i n a t i o n 

f o r m s  a c c o u n t  f o r  a r o u n d  9 %  o f  t h e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  m o t i f s .

L e s s  t h a n  h a l f  ( 4 8 . 3 % )  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  s m a l l e r 

t h a n  3 0   c m  i n  s i z e  ( Ta b l e  5 .1 0 ) .  F o r t y - n i n e  m o t i f s  ( 7 . 5 % ) 

a r e  l a r g e r  t h a n  1   m  ( t h e s e  i n c l u d e  f i s h ,  t u r t l e s ,  m a t e r i a l 

c u l t u r e  a n d  b a r r e d  o v a l s )  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  n i n e  l a r g e  w h a l e 

t a i l s  m e a s u r i n g  b e t w e e n  1 7 1  a n d  1 8 0   c m  i n  l e n g t h . 

TECHNIQUE NO. % TECHNIQUE NO. %

Abraded 74 11.1 Gouged; pecked 5 0.8

Abraded; gouged 3 0.5 Incised 4 0.6

Abraded; gouged; incised; pecked 1 0.2 NA 8 1.2

Abraded; pecked 27 4.1 Pecked 502 75.4

Abraded; pecked; scratched 1 0.2 Pecked; pounded 1 0.2

Abraded; scratched 3 0.5 Pecked; scratched 6 0.9

Battered; pecked 3 0.5 Scratched 25 3.8

Gouged 3 0.5 Total 666 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 9 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  1 :  t e c h n i q u e s  u s e d  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  r o c k  a r t  a s s e m b l a g e .

M o s t  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  ( 6 1 . 5 % )  i s  c o n t r a s t  s t a t e 

4  ( C S 4 ,  Ta b l e  5 .1 1 ) ;  t h e  s e c o n d - h i g h e s t  w e a t h e r i n g 

c o n d i t i o n  i n d e x  i s  C S 3  ( 2 7 . 7 % ) .  C o n t r a s t  s t a t e  p r o v i d e s 

a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  c h r o n o l o g y,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  m o r e  a r t  i n 

t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  p h a s e  ( i . e .  C S 5 )  t h a n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  t w o 

e a r l i e s t  c o n t r a s t  s t a t e  p h a s e s  ( C S 1  a n d  2 ) .  A  v e r y  s m a l l 

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  h a s  m i x e d  p a t i n a t i o n  o r 

o t h e r  d i s c o l o u r a t i o n  s u c h  t h a t  a n  a c c u r a t e  a s s e s s m e n t 

o f  w e a t h e r i n g  s t a t u s  c a n n o t  b e  m a d e .  T h e  c o n t r a s t  s t a t e 

a n d  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  d e p i c t e d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  s a m p l e 

a r e a  w a s  u s e d  t o  c r e a t e  a r t  i n  t h e  M i d – L a t e  H o l o c e n e , 

w h e n  t h e  b e a c h  r e s o u r c e s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  p r i m a r y 

f o c u s ,  a s  t h i s  i s  a  t u r t l e  n e s t i n g  l o c a t i o n .  T h e  h i g h 

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  m a r i n e  t a i l s  s u g g e s t s  a n  i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  i n 

p a s s i n g  w h a l e s ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  v i s i b l e  f r o m  t h i s  v a n t a g e 

p o i n t  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .

SIZE (CM) COUNT % SIZE (CM) COUNT %

1–10 62 9.9 91–100 16 2.5

11–20 132 21.0 101–110 5 0.8

21-–30 117 18.6 111–120 1 0.2

31–40 81 12.5 121–130 3 0.5

41–50 49 7.4 131–140 9 1.4

51–60 30 4.2 141–150 1 0.2

61–70 23 3.8 161–170 3 0.5

71–80 38 6.2 171–180 10 1.6

81–90 42 6.5 NA 19 2.9

T a b l e  5 . 1 0 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  1 :  s i z e  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e .



15E n d er  b y  I s l a n d  R o c k  A rt   a n d  S t o n e  S tr  u ct  u res   

CONTRAST STATE NO. %

CS1 2 0.3

CS2 16 2.4

CS3 184 27.6

CS4 410 61.6

CS5 37 5.6

NA 17 2.6

Total 666 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 1 1 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  1 :  c o n t r a s t  
s t a t e  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e .

S a m p l e  A re a  2
T h i s  s a m p l e  t r a n s e c t  ( 2   k m  x  c .   2 0 0   m )  i n c l u d e d  a n 

i n t e r i o r  v a l l e y  w i t h  e p h e m e r a l  d r a i n a g e  l i n e  j o i n i n g  t h e 

c u r r e n t  b e a c h  a n d  r o c k y  h e a d l a n d ,  t o w a r d s  t h e  w e s t e r n 

e n d  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 0  a n d  F i g u r e  5 .1 1 ) .  T h i s  i s  o n 

g r a n o p h y r e  g e o l o g y,  w i t h  a  l o n g  d o l e r i t e  d y k e  r u n n i n g 

a l o n g  t h e  t r a n s e c t  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 ) .  A  s e m i - p e r m a n e n t  r o c k 

h o l e  i n  a  t r i b u t a r y  c r e e k  l i n e  c r o s s e s  t h i s  t r a n s e c t  ( a t 

t h e  F i g  Tr e e  l o c a t i o n ;  s e e  K i n g  1 8 1 8 ;  a n d  s e e  C h a p t e r 

6 ) .  R o c k  a r t  a n d  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  a l m o s t  c o n t i n u o u s 

t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  t r a n s e c t ,  a l t h o u g h  f i v e  s i t e s  a r e  r e c o r d e d 

h e r e  b y  a g g r e g a t i n g  a l l  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  f a l l  w i t h i n  2 5   m 

o f  e a c h  o t h e r  ( Ta b l e  5 .1 2 ) .  T h e  e x c a v a t i o n  i n  t h e  s a n d 

s h e e t  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  6 )  i s  r e c o r d e d  a s  a n  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

d e p o s i t .

SITE NO. %

Art 3 50.0

Art; structure; scatter 2 33.3

Archaeological deposit 1 16.6

Total 6 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 1 2 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  2 :  s i t e  t y p e s .

A l l  s i t e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  t r a n s e c t  h a v e 

e n g r a v i n g s .  N o t  a l l  s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s  a n d  m i d d e n  m a t e r i a l 

e n c o u n t e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  A r e a  w e r e  r e c o r d e d ,  a n d  s t o n e 

s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  a t  o n l y  t w o  o f  t h e  s i t e s .  T h e 

r e c o r d e d  s t r u c t u r e s  i n c l u d e d  e i g h t  b e d r o c k  p i t s ,  t h r e e 

s t a n d i n g  s t o n e s  a n d  o n e  d i s c r e t e  p l a c e d  s t o n e .

E x c a v a t i o n s  h e r e  t a r g e t e d  a  Te r e b r a l i a  m i d d e n  i n 

M L P - E I 0 2 0 ,  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  r o c k  a r t  p a n e l s  n e a r  a  l a r g e 

f i g  t r e e  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 0 ,  F i g u r e  5 .1 1 ) .  A n o t h e r  s q u a r e  ( E I A 0 2 -

9 9 8 9 9 7 )  w a s  p o s i t i o n e d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h i s  v a l l e y  i n  a n 

a r e a  w i t h  n o  s u r f a c e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  b u t 

w h e r e  t h e  r e s i d u a l  e l e v a t e d  s a n d  s h e e t  w a s  a s s e s s e d  a s 

h a v i n g  g e o m o r p h o l o g i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  6 ) .  T h i s 

i s  n o w  s i t e  M L P - E I 0 3 9 .



16 M U R U J U G A  -  D Y N A M I C S  O F  T H E  D R E A M I N G

F i g u r e  5 . 1 0 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  2  s h o w i n g  s i t e  b o u n d a r i e s  f o r  r e c o r d e d  r o c k  a r t  a n d  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s .
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F i g u r e  5 . 1 1 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  2 :  ( t o p )  l o o k i n g  w e s t w a r d  t o w a r d s  t h e  2 0 0   m  w i d e  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  t h e  b a s e  a n d  l o w e r  s l o p e s ; 
( m i d d l e ,  l e f t )  s h o w i n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n m o s t  i n t e r f a c e  w i t h  t h e  s e a  a n d  ( r i g h t )  m i d - s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a n s e c t ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m )  v i e w 

f r o m  F i g  T r e e  a c r o s s  t h e  g u l l y  t o  t h e  H o l o c e n e  d u n e  a n d  o u r  c a m p  d u r i n g  f i e l d w o r k .
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A  t o t a l  o f  1 , 2 5 6  m o t i f s  a n d  n i n e  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s  w e r e 

r e c o r d e d  o n  6 9 2  p a n e l s .  A r e a  2  h a s  t h r e e  o f  t h e  s i t e 

c o m p l e x  s i z e d  a s s e m b l a g e  ( > 1 5 0  m o t i f s )  a n d  t w o  s m a l l 

a s s e m b l a g e s ( Ta b l e  5 .1 3 )  w i t h  a l m o s t  c o n t i n u o u s  r o c k 

a r t  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h i s  s u r v e y e d  l a n d s c a p e .  T w o  o f 

t h e  s i t e  c o m p l e x e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  c o a s t a l  e n d  o f  t h e 

t r a n s e c t ,  s o u t h  o f  t h e  c r e e k  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  f i g  t r e e  ( F i g u r e 

5 .1 1 ) .  T h e  o t h e r  s i t e  c o m p l e x  e x t e n d s  i n l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e 

t r a n s e c t  n o r t h  f r o m  t h e  f i g  t r e e  w a t e r h o l e  a n d  c r e e k 

l i n e  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 0 ) .  T h e  a b s e n c e  o f  s i t e s  w i t h  m e d i u m  o r 

l a r g e  a s s e m b l a g e s  h e r e  m a k e s  t h i s  a  u n i q u e  c o n f i g u r a -

t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r c h i p e l a g o  ( Ta b l e  5 .1 4 ) .  T h i s  t r a n s e c t  w a s 

d e v i s e d  t o  b e  c o m p a r a b l e  w i t h  t h e  D e e p  G o r g e  t r a n s e c t 

l o c a t e d  o n  g a b b r o  f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  B u r r u p  P e n i n s u l a 

( M c D o n a l d  2 0 0 9 ) .  T h e  D e e p  G o r g e  s a m p l e  ( s i m i l a r l y 

2   k m  x  2 0 0   m )  r e v e a l e d  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  a s s e m b l a g e  c h a r -

a c t e r i s t i c s .  M o r e  t h a n  6 6 %  o f  t h e  4 2  D e e p  G o r g e  s i t e s 

w e r e  s m a l l  ( i . e .  < 2 5  m o t i f s ) ,  b u t  t h e  m a i n  s i t e  c o m p l e x , 

s i t u a t e d  a r o u n d  a  s e m i - p e r m a n e n t  r o c k  h o l e ,  h a s  2 , 9 1 5 

m o t i f s  ( M c D o n a l d  2 0 0 9 :  Ta b l e  4 4 )  f r o m  a  t o t a l  o f  3 , 4 7 1 

r e c o r d e d  m o t i f s .  M o r e  r e c e n t  w o r k  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n s t a l -

l a t i o n  o f  a  b o a r d w a l k  a n d  w a l k i n g  t r a i l  a t  N g a n j a r l i  ( a s  i t 

h a s  b e e n  r e n a m e d )  r e c o r d e d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  1 , 0 0 0  m o t i f s 

( s e e  M c D o n a l d  e t  a l .  2 0 2 1 ) .

SITE NAME MOTIFS AND  
GRINDING PATCHES

MLP-EI002 562

MLP-EI020 523

DPLH 11820 (MLP-EI011) 166

MLP-EI006 3

MLP-EI009 2

MLP-EI039 0

Total 1,256

T a b l e  5 . 1 3 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  2 :  r o c k  a r t  s i t e s  a n d  a s s e m b l a g e  s i z e s

ASSEMBLAGE SIZE NO. %F

Small (1–5) 2 40

Medium (6–20) – –

Large (21–150) – –

Complex (>151) 3 60

T a b l e  5 . 1 4 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  2 :  
r o c k  a r t  s i t e  a s s e m b l a g e  s i z e  p r o p o r t i o n s .

A l m o s t  4 0 %  o f  t h e  A r e a  2  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  g e o m e t r i c 

w i t h  1 1 %  o f  t h e  r e c o r d e d  m a r k s  c l a s s e d  a s  ‘ o t h e r ’ , 

i n c l u d i n g  9 9  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s  a n d  f o u r  g r a f f i t i / h i s t o r i c 

e l e m e n t s  ( Ta b l e  5 .1 5 ) .  W h e n  t h e s e  n o n - d e p i c t i v e  ( a n d 

n o n - A b o r i g i n a l )  a r t  p r o d u c t i o n s  a r e  r e m o v e d ,  g e o m e t r i c 

m o t i f s  a c c o u n t  f o r  a l m o s t  4 5 %  o f  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e , 

f o l l o w e d  b y  z o o m o r p h s ,  a n t h r o p o m o r p h s  a n d  t h e n  t r a c k s 

( F i g u r e  5 .1 2 ) . 

  TOTAL % TOTAL 
DEPICTIVE %

Anthropomorphic 145 11.5 145 13.0

Geometric 501 39.9 501 44.9

Other 140 11.1 – –

Tracks 123 9.8 123 11.0

Zoomorphic 347 27.6 347 31.1

Total 1,256 100.0 1,116 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 1 5 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  2 :  c l a s s  p r o p o r t i o n s  ( d e p i c t i v e  m o t i f s  m i n u s  ‘ o t h e r ’  c l a s s ) .

O n e  o f  t h e s e  h i s t o r i c  m o t i f s  i s  a  s h i p ,  w h i c h  w e 

i n t e r p r e t  t o  b e  a  d e p i c t i o n  o f  H M V  M e r m a i d  ( P a t e r s o n  e t 

a l .  2 0 1 9 )  p r o d u c e d  b y  P h i l l i p  P a r k e r  K i n g ’ s  c r e w  w h e n 

t h e y  v i s i t e d  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  i n  1 8 1 2  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 3 ) .  O t h e r, 

m o r e  r e c e n t  m a r k i n g s  a r e  s c r a t c h e d  h i s t o r i c  i n i t i a l s /

d a t e s  ( A B E L  K  1 9 4 - ;  A L ;  I N E  1 9 4 9 )  m a d e  a f t e r  W o r l d 

W a r  I I ,  a l l  l o c a t e d  h i g h  o n  t h e  s a m e  l a r g e  b l o c k  r e l a t i v e l y 

c l o s e  t o  t h e  b e a c h . 

S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p o r t i o n s  d i f f e r  s i g n i f i -

c a n t l y  f r o m  t h o s e  f o u n d  i n  A r e a  1 .  O v a l s  a n d  l i n e a r  m o t i f s 

a r e  s t i l l  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  g e o m e t r i c s  h e r e  b u t  t h e r e 

a r e  m a n y  m o r e  a r c s  a n d  d o t  m o t i f s  ( m o s t  o f  w h i c h  a r e 
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s i n g u l a r  o r  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  b u t  o n e  o f  w h i c h  i s  r e c o r d e d  a s 

a  g r o u p  o f  2 7  c u p u l e s :  Ta b l e  5 .1 6 ) . 

I n  t h e  z o o m o r p h i c  c l a s s  t h e r e  a r e  e v e n  m o r e  f i s h 

a n d  t u r t l e  m o t i f s  h e r e  t h a n  f o u n d  i n  A r e a  1  b u t  f e w e r 

m a r i n e  t a i l s  ( n   =   5 2 ) ,  a  c r o c o d i l e  a n d  n i n e  s t i n g r a y s . 

Tu r t l e  t r a i l s  a r e  e q u a l l y  u n c o m m o n  i n  A r e a  2  a s  i n  A r e a 

1 .  M a c r o p o d s  ( n   =   5 1 )  a n d  q u a d r u p e d s  ( n   =   1 7 )  o c c u r 

m u c h  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  h e r e  t h a n  i n  A r e a  1 ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s 

a  p a i r  o f  t h y l a c i n e s  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 2 ) .  B i r d  t r a c k s  a r e  a g a i n 

d o m i n a n t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  m a c r o p o d  t r a c k s  a n d  m a n y 

f e w e r  h u m a n  t r a c k s .  H u m a n  f i g u r e s  a r e  d o m i n a t e d  b y 

l i n e a r  f o r m s ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  f e w e r  s o l i d  f i g u r e s  ( i n c l u d i n g 

t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  f o r m  w i t h  e l b o w s )  h e r e  t h a n  f o u n d  a t  t h e 

w e s t e r n  a n d  n o r t h e r n  s h o r e  s a m p l e s  ( Ta b l e  5 .1 6 ) .  W h i l e 

t h e r e  a r e  n o  a r c h a i c  f a c e s  h e r e  i n  t h e  o l d e r  a r t  r e p e r t o i r e , 

t h e r e  a r e  t w o  d e c o r a t i v e  i n f i l l  f i g u r e s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h i s 

a s s e m b l a g e  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 3 ) .  T h e r e  i s  a  s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f 

d i s t i n c t  l a t e r - p h a s e  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  M u r u j u g a 

a n t h r o p o m o r p h s  ( e . g .  ‘ r a i n b o w  f i g u r e s ’  a n d  t h o s e  w i t h 

e x a g g e r a t e d  h a n d s  a n d  f e e t ) . 

SUBJECT NO. % SUBJECT NO. %

Anthropomorphic Tracks

Combination figure 2 0.2 Bird track 67 6.0

DI figure 2 0.2 Human foot 35 3.1

Linear figure 110 9.9 Human hand 4 0.4

Outline figure 5 0.4 Macropod track 13 1.2

Profile figure 8 0.7 Other track 5 0.4

Solid figure 18 1.6 Zoomorphic 0.0

Geometric   Marine tails 52 4.7

Arc 93 8.3 Bird 30 2.7

Complex 5 0.4 Crustacean 1 0.1

Circular 25 2.2 Lizard 6 0.5

Angular 36 3.2 Macropod 51 4.6

Dot 41 3.7 Snake 5 0.4

Dot and line 2 0.2 Fish 90 8.1

Dumb-bell 4 0.4 Dugong 2 0.2

Linear 84 7.5 Marine other 5 0.4

Material culture 23 2.1 Quadruped 17 1.5

Oval 176 15.8 Stingray 9 0.8

Phytomorph 4 0.4 Terrestrial other 11 1.0

Rayed 7 0.6 Turtle 68 6.1

Total 1,116 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 1 6 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  2 :  s u b j e c t  p r o p o r t i o n s .
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F i g u r e  5 . 1 2 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  2  e x a m p l e s  o f  r o c k  a r t :  ( t o p )  t h y l a c i n e s ,  k a n g a r o o s  a n d  b i r d s ,  a n d  b a r r a m u n d i  a n d  s t i n g r a y  ( b o t t o m ) .
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F  i g u r e  5 . 1 3  .  E n d e r b  y  A  r e a  2  :  (  t o p )  M a l e  c u s t o d i a n s  ,  r a n g e r  s  a n d  r e  s e a r c h e r  s  u n d e r  t a k i n g  c l e a r a n c e  s u r v e y  i n  A r e a  2  ,  
M a r c h  2  0 1 6 ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m )  t h e  s c r a t c h e d  s h i p  m o t  i  f  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  P . P .  K  i n g ’ s  M e r m a i d  f r o m  t h e i r  1 8 1 8  v i s i  t  t o  t h e  f i g  t r e e  
l o c a t  i o n .  

T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  m o t i f  f o r m s  i n  A r e a  2  a r e  l i n e a r  a n d 

o u t l i n e ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  s o l i d  f o r m s  ( Ta b l e  5 .1 7 ) .  T h e r e

i s  a  l o t  o f  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  f o r m s  c r e a t e d  h e r e ,  w i t h  a 

r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p a t t e r n e d  i n f i l l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y 



22 M U R U J U G A  -  D Y N A M I C S  O F  T H E  D R E A M I N G

c o m p a r e d  t o  A r e a  1  ( 3 . 2 % ) .  T h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  t e c h n i q u e 

h e r e  i s  p e c k i n g  ( c .   7 7 % ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a b r a s i o n  a n d 

t h e n  s c r a t c h i n g  ( Ta b l e  5 .1 8 ) .  N o t e  t h a t  t h e  9 9  g r i n d i n g 

p a t c h e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  a b r a d e d  c o u n t s .  C o m b i n a t i o n 

f o r m s  a c c o u n t  f o r  a r o u n d  6 %  o f  t h e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  m o t i f s .

A  l i t t l e  o v e r  h a l f  o f  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e  ( 5 3 . 2 % )  i s 

s m a l l e r  t h a n  3 0  c m  i n  s i z e  ( Ta b l e  5 .1 9 ) .  A n  u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e 

n u m b e r  o f  m o t i f s  ( n  =  5 0 )  a r e  l a r g e r  t h a n  1  m  ( 4 .1 % )  i n  s i z e 

a n d  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  a r e  l a r g e r  t h a n  2   m :  o n e  o f  t h e s e  i s 

a n  o l d e r  s t y l e  m a c r o p o d  ( C S 2 ) ,  a n o t h e r  i s  a  l a r g e  t u r t l e 

o f  a  m o r e  r e c e n t  s t y l e  w i t h  a  b i s e c t e d  c a r a p a c e  ( C S 5 ) 

a n d  t h e  t h i r d  i s  a  b i s e c t e d  o v a l  ( C S 4 ) ,  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h 

s e v e r a l  o t h e r  g e o m e t r i c  m o t i f s .

FORM N % FORM N %

Linear 328 26.1 Outline; pattern 23 2.1

Linear; outline 98 7.8 Outline; pattern; solid 3 0.3

Linear; outline; pattern 13 1.1 Outline; scattered marks 11 0.9

Linear; outline; pattern; solid 2 0.2 Outline; scattered marks; solid 2 0.2

Linear; outline; scattered marks 1 0.1 Outline; solid 27 2.1

Linear; outline; solid 11 1.0 Pattern 5 0.4

Linear; pattern; solid 2 0.2 Pattern; solid 2 0.2

Linear; scattered marks; solid 3 0.3 Scattered marks 16 1.3

Linear; solid 127 11.5 Solid 284 22.6

Outline 294 26.6 Total 1,256 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 1 7 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  2 :  f o r m s  u s e d  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  r o c k  a r t  a s s e m b l a g e .

TECHNIQUE COUNT % TECHNIQUE COUNT %

Abraded 246 19.6 Pecked 873 69.5

Abraded; pecked 39 3.1 Pecked; pounded 1 0.1

Abraded; scratched 6 0.5 Pecked; scratched 13 1.0

Gouged 4 0.3 Pounded 2 0.2

Gouged; pecked 6 0.5 Scratched 57 4.5

NA 8 0.8 Total 1,256 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 1 8 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  2 :  t e c h n i q u e s  u s e d  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  r o c k  a r t  a s s e m b l a g e .

SIZE COUNT % SIZE COUNT %

1–10 72 5.7 121–130 6 0.5

11–20 309 24.6 131–140 9 0.8

21–30 265 21.1 141–150 9 0.6

31–40 159 12.7 161–170 1 0.1

41–50 141 11.2 171–180 3 0.3

51–60 68 5.4 181–190 1 0.1

61–70 62 4.9 201–210 2 0.2

71–80 51 4.1 241–250 1 0.1

81–90 16 1.3 501–510 1 0.1

91–100 14 1.1 NA 47 3.7

101–110 11 1.0 Total 1,256 100.0

111–120 8 0.6

T a b l e  5 . 1 9 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  2 :  s i z e  i n c r e m e n t s  f o r  a l l  m o t i f s  ( s i z e  b i n s  w i t h  z e r o  c o u n t s  e x c l u d e d ) .

A l m o s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  ( 4 5 % )  i s  c o n t r a s t 

s t a t e  4  ( C S 4 ) ;  t h e  s e c o n d - h i g h e s t  c o l o u r a t i o n  c o n t r a s t  i s 

C S 3  ( 3 2 % ) .  T h e r e  i s  a  l o w  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  e n g r a v e d  m o t i f s 

i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p h a s e  ( C S 1 ) ,  b u t  m o r e  m o t i f s  a r e  i n  C S 2 

t h a n  i n  C S 1  a n d  C S 5  c o m b i n e d  ( Ta b l e  5 . 2 0 ) .  A r o u n d  8 % 

o f  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e  h a s  m i x e d  p a t i n a t i o n .  V e r y  l i t t l e  a r t 

w a s  p r o d u c e d  h e r e  i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p h a s e s  o f  M u r u j u g a  a r t 

p r o d u c t i o n ,  w i t h  r e l a t i v e l y  m o r e  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e 

t o  l a t e r  p h a s e s .

CONTRAST 
STATE COUNT %

CS1 19 1.5

CS2 109 8.7

CS3 403 32.1

CS4 565 45.0

CS5 60 4.8

NA 100 8.0

Total 1,256 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 2 0 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  2 :  
c o n t r a s t  s t a t e  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e .
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S a m p l e  A re a  3
T h i s  s a m p l e  t r a n s e c t  w a s  p o s i t i o n e d  t o  i n c l u d e  a n 

i n t e r i o r  v a l l e y  s y s t e m  o n  g r a n o p h y r e  b e d r o c k .  T h i s  c r e e k 

l i n e  i s  t r u n c a t e d  f r o m  t h e  s e a  b y  a n  e x t e n s i v e  H o l o c e n e 

s a n d  d u n e  f o r m a t i o n :  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h i s  c r e e k  l i n e  w a s 

c l o s e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  o u r  f i e l d w o r k  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 4 ) .  T h e r e 

i s  a  s e m i - p e r m a n e n t  r o c k  h o l e  m i d w a y  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k 

l i n e  h e r e  w i t h  a n  e x t e n s i v e  c a l c i u m  c a r b o n a t e  d r a p e 

d e p o s i t  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 5 ) .  T h i s  n a t u r a l  d r a p e  w a s  c o r e d  ( i n 

2 0 1 7  b y  M a t t h i a s  L e o p o l d  a n d  J o e  D o r t c h )  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e 

i t s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o x i e s .  T h i s  c o r e  i s 

n o w  b e i n g  a n a l y s e d  b y  D r  C a r o l i n e  M a t h e r  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e 

D a t i n g  M u r u j u g a ’ s  R o c k  A r t  P r o j e c t  ( L P 1 9 0 1 0 0 7 2 4 ) . 

T h e r e  i s  a  Te r e b r a l i a  s p p .  m i d d e n  ( w i t h  a r t e f a c t s  a n d 

s o m e  M e l o  s p .  s h e l l )  i m m e d i a t e l y  u p s l o p e  o f  t h e  r o c k 

h o l e  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 4 )  w h i c h  w a s  n o t  r e c o r d e d  i n  d e t a i l  b u t  i s 

s p a t i a l l y  r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p a n e l s  i n  M L P - E I 0 1 2 .  S u r f a c e 

s h e l l  s a m p l e s  f r o m  t h i s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  f o r  r a d i o c a r b o n 

d a t i n g .  T h e  t w o  a g e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  r e t u r n e d  f r o m 

t h e s e  w e r e  E a r l y  H o l o c e n e :  7 , 5 0 2  c a l .  B P  ( m e d i a n  a g e ; 

M e l o ;  W k 4 7 2 0 1 ) ;  a n d  8 , 3 0 3  c a l .  B P  ( m e d i a n ;  Te r e b r a l i a ; 

W k 4 7 2 0 0 ) .  A l l  r o c k  a r t  e n c o u n t e r e d  w a s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h i s 

t r a n s e c t ,  b u t  n o t  a l l  s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s  a n d  m i d d e n  m a t e r i a l . 

N o  s t o n e  f e a t u r e s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h i n  t h e  A r e a  3 

t r a n s e c t .

F i g u r e  5 . 1 5 .  L o o k i n g  n o r t h w a r d  i n t o  t h e  u p p e r  r e a c h e s  o f  A r e a  3 ,  w i t h  t h e  s m a l l  s p r i n g  a n d  r o c k  h o l e  m a r k e d  b y  t h e  f i g  t r e e  ( t o p ) ; 
( b o t t o m ,  l e f t )  t h e  c a l c i u m  c a r b o n a t e  d r a p e  u n d e r  a  f i g  t r e e  a t  t h e  r o c k  h o l e ;  a n d  ( r i g h t )  l o o k i n g  s o u t h  d o w n  t h e  v a l l e y  f r o m  t h e  s m a l l 
T e r e b r a l i a  m i d d e n  l o c a t e d  a b o v e  t h e  r o c k  h o l e  ( M L P - E I A 0 1 2 ) ,  w i t h  f l a k e d  s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s  a n d  g r i n d s t o n e  v i s i b l e  a m o n g s t  t h e  s p i n i f e x . 
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F i g u r e  5 . 1 4 .  L o c a t i o n  m a p  f o r  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  S a m p l e  A r e a  3 ,  s h o w i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  d e n s i t y  o f  r o c k  a r t  p a n e l s  w i t h i n  t h e 
n e w l y  r e c o r d e d  s i t e s .
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T w e l v e  e n g r a v i n g  s i t e s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h i s  t r a n s e c t 

( Ta b l e  5 . 2 1 ) .  A  t o t a l  o f  1 4 6  c u l t u r a l  m a r k i n g s  ( 1 3 2  m o t i f s ) 

w e r e  r e c o r d e d  f r o m  9 5  p a n e l s  ( Ta b l e  5 . 2 2 ) .  M o s t  o f  t h e 

s i t e s  a r e  s m a l l  a n d  t h e  l a r g e s t  s i t e  a s s e m b l a g e  h a s  8 4 

m o t i f s  ( Ta b l e  5 . 2 2 ,  Ta b l e  5 . 2 3 ) .

  COUNT %

Art 11 92.0

Art and midden 1 8.0

Total 12 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 2 1 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  3 :  s i t e  t y p e s .

SITE NAME TOTAL 
MOTIFS

SITE 
NAME

TOTAL 
MOTIFS

MLP-EI003 84 MLP-EI013 2

MLP-EI012  
(with midden)

31 MLP-EI014 2

MLP-EI015 7 MLP-EI017 2

MLP-EI021 7 MLP-EI037 2

MLP-EI019 4 MLP-EI016 1

MLP-EI022 3 MLP-EI018 1

Total 146

T a b l e  5 . 2 2 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  3 :  r o c k  a r t  s i t e s  a n d 
a s s e m b l a g e  s i z e s .

SITE  
ASSEMBLAGE NO. %

Small (1–5) 8 66.7

Medium (6–20) 2 16.7

Large (21–150) 2 16.7

Complex (>151) 0 0

Total 12 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 2 3 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  3 : 
a s s e m b l a g e  s i z e  p r o p o r t i o n s .

A  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  ( n   =   1 4 ;  9 . 6 % )  o f  t h e  A r e a 

3  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  c l a s s e d  a s  ‘ o t h e r ’ :  1 2  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s 

a n d  t w o  r a n d o m  p e c k i n g  a r e a s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  1 3 2  m o t i f s 

h e r e  a r e  i n  t h e  g e o m e t r i c  c l a s s ,  c l o s e l y  f o l l o w e d  b y 

z o o m o r p h s .  A n t h r o p o m o r p h s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e  a n d 

t r a c k s  a r e  v e r y  r a r e ,  w i t h  o n l y  a  s i n g l e  t h r e e - t o e  b i r d 

t r a c k  ( Ta b l e  5 . 2 4 ) .  N o  g r a f f i t i  w a s  e n c o u n t e r e d  h e r e . 

CLASS TOTAL % DEPICTIVE %

Anthropomorphic 20 13.7 20 15.2

Geometric 60 41.1 60 45.5

Other 14 9.6

Tracks 1 0.7 1 0.8

Zoomorphic 51 34.9 51 38.6

Total 146 100.0 132 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 2 4 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  3 :  c l a s s  p r o p o r t i o n s  ( d e p i c t i v e  m o t i f s  m i n u s  ‘ o t h e r ’  c l a s s ) .

O v a l s  a n d  l i n e a r  m o t i f s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  g e o m e t r i c s 

d e p i c t e d  h e r e  ( Ta b l e  5 . 2 5 ) .  M a c r o p o d s ,  i n  v a r i o u s 

s t y l e s ,  d o m i n a t e  t h e  z o o m o r p h s  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 6 )  a n d  t h e r e 

a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  t e r r e s t r i a l  s p e c i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  l i z a r d s ) 

d e p i c t e d .  T h e r e  a r e  m o r e  b i r d s  t h a n  f i s h  a n d  t u r t l e s .  T h e 

r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  h u m a n  f i g u r e s  a r e  d o m i n a t e d  b y  l i n e a r 

f o r m s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a l m o s t  a s  m a n y  p r o f i l e  a n d  o u t l i n e 

f i g u r e s .  T h e r e  a r e  n o t  a n y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  e a r l y 

M u r u j u g a  h u m a n  f o r m s ,  i . e .  a r c h a i c  f a c e s ,  d e c o r a t i v e 

i n f i l l  f i g u r e s  o r  d i s a r t i c u l a t e d  d o t - h e a d  f i g u r e s ,  i n  t h i s 

a r e a .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  s a m p l e ,  i n 

c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s o u t h - w e s t  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d 

s u r v e y  a r e a s ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t r a c k  m o t i f s  i n  t h i s  s a m p l e 

a r e a  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .

SUBJECT NO. % SUBJECT NO. %

Anthropomorphic Tracks

Linear figure 7 5.3 Bird track 1 0.8

Profile figure 5 3.8 Geometric

Outline figure 5 3.8 Angular 3 2.3

Solid figure 3 2.3 Arc 11 8.3

Zoomorphic Circular 5 3.8

Bird 6 4.5 Complex 1 0.8

Fish 5 3.8 Dot 4 3.0

Lizard 2 1.5 Linear 15 11.4

Macropod 28 21.2 Oval 18 13.6

Quadruped 2 1.5 Phytomorph 1 0.8

Terrestrial other 4 3.0 Rayed 2 1.5

Turtle 4 3.0 Total 132 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 2 5 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  3 :  s u b j e c t  p r o p o r t i o n s .
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T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  ( 3 2 % )  m o t i f  f o r m  i n  A r e a  3  i s  o u t l i n e , 

f o l l o w e d  b y  l i n e a r  a n d  l i n e a r  +  o u t l i n e d  f o r m s  ( Ta b l e 

5 . 2 6 ) .  T h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  f o r m  v a r i a t i o n  c r e a t e d  h e r e  a n d 

a l m o s t  n o  p a t t e r n e d  i n f i l l  ( 1 . 6 % ) . 

  COUNT % COUNT %

Linear 31 21.2 Outline 42 28.8

Linear; outline 25 17.1 Outline; pattern 1 0.7

Linear; outline; pattern 1 0.7 Outline; scattered marks 1 0.7

Linear; outline; scattered marks; solid 1 0.7 Outline; scattered marks; solid 1 0.7

Linear; outline; solid 4 3.0 Outline; solid 3 2.3

Linear; scattered marks; solid 1 0.7 Solid 24 16.4

Linear; solid 9 6.2 Total 146 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 2 6 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  3 :  f o r m s  u s e d  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  r o c k  a r t  a s s e m b l a g e . .

T h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  t e c h n i q u e  ( 8 3 . 6 % )  i n  A r e a  3  i s  p e c k i n g ( Ta b l e  5 . 2 7 ) .  C o m b i n a t i o n  f o r m s  a r e  r a r e  h e r e .

O v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  ( 6 0 % )  i s  s m a l l e r  t h a n 

3 0   c m  i n  s i z e  ( Ta b l e  5 . 2 8 ) .  E l e v e n  m o t i f s  a r e  l a r g e r  t h a n 

1   m  i n  s i z e .  S e v e n  o f  t h e s e  l a r g e  m o t i f s  a r e  m a c r o p o d s 

a n d  t h e r e  i s  o n e  l a r g e  e m u .

TECHNIQUE NO. %

Abraded 14 9.6

Abraded; pecked 4 2.7

Abraded; scratched 1 0.7

Gouged; pecked 3 2.1

Pecked 122 83.6

Pounded 2 1.4

Total 146 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 2 7 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  3 :  t e c h n i q u e s  u s e d  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h i s 
r o c k  a r t  a s s e m b l a g e . .

SIZE COUNT % SIZE COUNT %

1–10 3 2.3 101–110 2 1.4

11–20 43 29.5 121–130 2 1.4

21–30 41 28.1 131–140 1 0.7

31–40 18 12.3 141–150 1 0.7

41–50 9 6.8 151–160 1 0.7

51–60 7 4.8 181–190 2 1.4

61–70 9 6.2 201–210 1 0.7

71–80 3 2.1 221–230 1 0.7

91–100 1 0.7 NA 1 0.7

Total 146 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 2 8 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  3 :  s i z e  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e .

M o s t  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  ( 6 0 % )  i s  c o n t r a s t  s t a t e  3 ; 

a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o r e  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r 

c o n t r a s t  s t a t e s  ( C S 1  a n d  C S 2 )  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  l a t e r 

o n e s .  N o  a r t  w a s  r e c o r d e d  f r o m  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  p e r i o d 

( w i t h  C S 5 ,  Ta b l e  5 . 2 9 ) .  A  v e r y  s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s 

a s s e m b l a g e  ( < 1 % )  h a s  m i x e d  p a t i n a t i o n  ( N A ) .  B o t h  t h e 

s i z e  o f  t h e  f a u n a l  d e p i c t i o n s ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  a b s e n c e  o f 

m a r i n e  f a u n a  a n d  t h e  c o n t r a s t  s t a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a l l  l e a d 

t o  a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r i o r  v a l l e y  a s s e m b l a g e 

w a s  c r e a t e d  p r i o r  t o  s e a  l e v e l  r i s e  a n d  i s  p r o b a b l y  c o n -

t e m p o r a n e o u s  w i t h  t h e  E a r l y  H o l o c e n e  m i d d e n  f o u n d 

n e a r  t h e  r o c k  h o l e .

CONTRAST STATE COUNT %

CS1 6 4.1

CS2 26 17.8

CS3 88 60.3

CS4 13 8.9

CS5 0 0.0

NA 13 0.8

Total 146 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 2 9 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  3 :  
c o n t r a s t  s t a t e  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e .
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F i g u r e  5 . 1 6 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  3 :  e x a m p l e s  o f  m a c r o p o d  m o t i f s ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  s i z e  r a n g e s  a n d  s t y l i s t i c  v a r i a b i l i t y .  T o p  l e f t  i s  a 
c o m p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t w o  ( m a y b e  t h r e e )  m a c r o p o d s  ( a l s o  s k e t c h e d ,  m i d d l e  l e f t ) ,  w i t h  a  r a d i a t i n g  s e t  o f  l i n e s  o v e r  t h e  m a i n 

k a n g a r o o ,  p o s s i b l y  i n d i c a t i n g  a  s p e a r i n g ;  ( m i d d l e  r i g h t )  a  s m a l l  m a r s u p i a l  a n d  p a i r  o f  q u a d r u p e d s ;  ( t o p  r i g h t )  a  t u r t l e  ( r a r e 
i n  t h i s  A r e a ) ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m ,  l e f t )  a  l a r g e  o u t l i n e d  k a n g a r o o  a n d  ( r i g h t )  a  s m a l l e r ,  d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e  o f  m a c r o p o d .
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S a m p l e  A re a  4
A r e a  4  i s  a l s o  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  e x t r e m e  w e s t e r n  e n d  o f  t h e 

i s l a n d ,  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  b e a c h  t a r g e t e d  b y 

A r e a  1  a n d  o n  a  h i g h  r i d g e  w i t h  a n  o v e r l o o k i n g  a s p e c t  t o 

t h e  s o u t h  a n d  w e s t  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 ,  F i g u r e  5 . 2  a n d  F i g u r e  5 . 4 ) . 

I t  i s  o n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  a  f a u l t  l i n e   /   d o l e r i t e  d y k e 

d e c l i n a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h e r n  e n d  o f  A r e a  1 ,  w h i c h  i s 

l o c a t e d  s o m e  3 0 0   m  t o  t h e  n o r t h - w e s t  ( F i g u r e  5 . 4 ) .  T h i s 

s a m p l e  a r e a  w a s  a d d e d  t o  o u r  s u r v e y  i n v e n t o r y  w h e n 

c i r c u l a r  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  ( c l e a r i n g s /e n c l o s u r e s )  l o c a t e d 

h e r e  w e r e  e n c o u n t e r e d  o n  o u r  w a y  b a c k  t o  c a m p  f r o m 

r e c o r d i n g  w o r k  w i t h i n  A r e a  1 . 

F i g u r e  5 . 1 7 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  4 :  ( t o p  l e f t )  s m a l l  s t a n d i n g  s t o n e s  j a m m e d  i n  p l a t f o r m  c r a c k ;  ( r i g h t  h a n d  s i d e )  t h r e e  e x a m p l e s  o f 
t h e  c l e a r e d  e n c l o s u r e s ;  a n d  ( l e f t )  t w o  o f  t h e  h u m a n  f o o t  m o t i f s  r e c o r d e d . 
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A l l  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  r o c k  a r t  p a n e l s  l o c a t e d  i n 

t h i s  a r e a  a r e  w i t h i n  2 5   m  o f  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  t h i s  s a m p l e 

a r e a  h a s  a  s i n g l e  r e c o r d e d  s i t e :  M L P - E I 0 0 4 .  T h e  a r e a 

w a s  s u b j e c t  t o  d r o n e  p h o t o g r a p h y,  a n d  a n  a r c h a e o l o g -

i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  i n s i d e  o n e  o f  t h e  s t o n e 

s t r u c t u r e s  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  6 ) .  S i t e  M L P - E I 0 0 4  h a s  6 6 

p a n e l s ,  1 1 1  r e c o r d e d  m o t i f s  a n d  n i n e  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s . 

O n e  o f  t h e  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  i s  a  p a i r  o f  s m a l l  s t a n d i n g 

s t o n e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  e i g h t  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a  c l e a r i n g /

e n c l o s u r e .  T h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  h a v e  a  c l e a r e d  s p a c e  c r e a t e d 

b y  r e m o v i n g  s t o n e s  f r o m  a  c e n t r a l  a r e a  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  3 ) 

w i t h  t h e  e n c l o s e d  s p a c e  b e i n g  o f  v a r y i n g  s h a p e s .  H a l f  o f 

t h e  c l e a r e d  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  A r e a  4  a r e  c i r c u l a r  a n d  3 7 . 5 % 

a r e  c u r v i l i n e a r.  T h e  r e m a i n i n g  s t r u c t u r e  ( 1 2 . 5 % )  h a s  a n 

a m o r p h o u s  s h a p e .  A l t h o u g h  m a n y  p a n e l s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d 

i n  p r o x i m i t y ,  n o  a r t  w a s  f o u n d  i n s i d e  ( o r  o n  t h e  f a b r i c 

o f )  t h e  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  m o s t  o f  w h i c h  a r e  m a d e  u p 

o f  s m a l l  t o  m e d i u m - s i z e d  r o u n d e d  r o c k s  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 8 ) . 

T h e  o n e  r e c o r d e d  ‘ s t a n d i n g  s t o n e ’  c o m p r i s e d  t w o  v e r y 

s m a l l  u p r i g h t  i n d i v i d u a l  s t o n e s  w e d g e d  w i t h i n  o n e  o f 

t h e  c r a c k s  o f  a n  a r e a  w i t h  l a r g e r  s l o p i n g  b e d r o c k  p a n e l s 

( F i g u r e  5 .1 7 ) . 

M o s t  o f  t h e  a r t  i s  p r o d u c e d  o n  f l a t  a n d  s l o p i n g 

p l a t f o r m s  a n d  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d 

t h e  g u l l y  d o w n  t o  t h e  r o c k  p l a t f o r m s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  s e a 

( F i g u r e  5 .1 9 ) . 

W h i l e  t h i s  r o c k  a r t  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l , 

i t s  p r o p o r t i o n s  a r e  l i k e  t h o s e  f o u n d  i n  n e a r b y  A r e a  1 . 

G e o m e t r i c s  d o m i n a t e  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e ;  h o w e v e r,  t h e r e 

a r e  l e s s  z o o m o r p h s  h e r e  –  a n d  a  m u c h  h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n 

o f  t r a c k s  t h a n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  n e a r b y  s a m p l e  f r o m  a r o u n d 

t h e  b e a c h  ( Ta b l e  5 . 3 0 ) .  N o  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s  w e r e  f o u n d 

i n  t h i s  a r e a :  a l l  t h e  ‘ o t h e r ’  m o t i f s  a r e  r a n d o m  p e c k i n g 

a n d /o r  s c r a t c h i n g .

F i g u r e  5 . 1 8 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  4 :  d e n s i t y  o f  r e c o r d e d  m o t i f s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  ( p u r p l e  d o t s ) .

  TOTAL % DEPICTIVE %

Anthropomorphic 16 14.4 16 16.0

Geometric 37 33.3 37 37.0

Other 11 9.9

Tracks 26 23.4 26 26.0

Zoomorphic 21 18.9 21 21.0

Total 111 100.0 100 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 3 0 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  4 :  c l a s s  p r o p o r t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e  ( d e p i c t i v e  m o t i f s  m i n u s  ‘ o t h e r ’  c l a s s ) .
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T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  g e o m e t r i c  m o t i f s  a r e  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e 

i t e m s  ( e . g .  h o o k e d ,  s t i c k ,  b o o m e r a n g ,  s h i e l d  a n d  s p e a r 

t h r o w e r :  F i g u r e  5 .1 9 ) :  o v a l s ,  l i n e a r  d e s i g n s  a n d  a n g u l a r 

s h a p e s  a r e  c o m m o n  g e o m e t r i c s  ( Ta b l e  5 . 3 1 ) .  H u m a n 

f e e t  a r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  t r a c k  m o t i f s .  F o u r  o f  t h e s e 

h a v e  m o r e  t h a n  s i x  t o e s ;  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  a r e  a n a t o m i c a l l y 

c o r r e c t .  I n  o n e  c a s e  a  n a t u r a l  d e p r e s s i o n  h a s  t o e s  a d d e d 

t o  f o r m  t h e  f o o t p r i n t  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 7 ) .  A  h u m a n  t r a c k  w i t h  a n 

i n t e r i o r  l i n e  w a s  r e c o r d e d  a s  a  s a n d a l  m o t i f  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 9 ) . 

B i r d  t r a c k s  a r e  t h e  n e x t  m o s t  c o m m o n  t r a c k ;  t h e s e  b e i n g 

a  m i x t u r e  o f  t h r e e  a n d  f o u r - t o e d  v a r i e t i e s ,  m a n y  o f  t h e s e 

i n c i s e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  p e c k e d  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 9 ) .  L i z a r d s  a r e  t h e 

m o s t  c o m m o n  z o o m o r p h s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  q u a d r u p e d s  a n d 

t u r t l e s  i n  e q u a l  n u m b e r s .  O n l y  o n e  ( p a r t i a l )  m a c r o p o d 

i s  d e p i c t e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t w o  m a r i n e  t a i l s  i n  t h i s 

a s s e m b l a g e  a n d  o n e  f i s h .  O n e  o f  t h e  b i r d s  a n d  o n e  o f 

t h e  q u a d r u p e d s  a r e  d e p i c t e d  i n  a  s p r e a d - e a g l e d  ( a s 

o p p o s e d  t o  i n - p r o f i l e )  p o s t u r e . 

T h e  h u m a n  f i g u r e s  a r e  a l l  r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  ( m o s t l y 

C S 4  a n d  C S 5 ) ,  m o s t l y  l i n e a r,  a n d  m a n y  w i t h  e x a g g e r a t e d 

h a n d s ,  f e e t  a n d  g e n i t a l i a .  T h e r e  a r e  f i v e  f e m a l e  f i g u r e s 

a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  t h e s e  a r e  s h o w n  i n  c o i t u s .  T h e r e  a r e 

s e v e r a l  g r o u p s  o f  f i g u r e s  h o l d i n g  h a n d s  i n  a  r o w  .

SUBJECT COUNT % SUBJECT COUNT %

Anthropomorphic Tracks

Combination figure 1 1.0 Bird track 9 9.0

Linear figure 12 12.0 Human foot 13 13.0

Solid figure 3 3.0 Macropod track 4 4.0

Geometric Zoomorphic  

Angular 5 5.0 Bird 2 2.0

Animal part 2 2.0 Fish 2 2.0

Arc 3 3.0 Lizard 5 5.0

Dot 2 2.0 Macropod 1 1.0

Linear 9 9.0 Quadruped 4 4.0

Material culture 9 9.0 Terrestrial other 1 1.0

Oval 9 9.0 Turtle 4 4.0

Total 100 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 3 1 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  4 :  s u b j e c t  p r o p o r t i o n s .

  NO. %

Linear 37 33.3

Linear; outline 4 3.6

Linear; outline; pattern 2 1.8

Linear; outline; pattern; solid 1 0.9

Linear; outline; solid 2 1.8

Linear; solid 21 18.9

Outline 6 5.4

Outline; pattern 1 0.9

Outline; pattern; solid 1 0.9

Outline; scattered marks 1 0.9

Outline; solid 10 9.0

Pattern; solid 1 0.9

Scattered marks 8 7.2

Solid 16 14.4

Total 111 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 3 2 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  4 :  f o r m s  u s e d  
i n  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e .

  COUNT %

Abraded 8 7.2

Abraded; scratched 9 8.1

Gouged 1 0.9

Gouged; pecked 2 1.8

Incised 4 3.6

Pecked 69 62.2

Pecked; scratched 3 2.7

Scratched 15 13.5

Total 111 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 3 3 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  4 :  t e c h n i q u e s  
u s e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e . 

M o s t  m o t i f  f o r m s  i n  A r e a  4  ( 3 7 % )  a r e  l i n e a r, 

f o l l o w e d  b y  l i n e a r  +  s o l i d  f o r m s  ( 1 9 % )  a n d  t h e n 

s o l i d  f o r m s  ( 1 4 % :  Ta b l e  5 . 3 2 ) .  W h i l e  t h e r e  i s  a  l o t 

o f  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  f o r m s  c r e a t e d  h e r e ,  t h e r e  i s  a 

r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p a t t e r n e d  i n f i l l  ( 3 % ) .   

	 P e c k i n g  i s  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  t e c h n i q u e  i n  t h i s 

A r e a  ( 6 2 % ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  s c r a t c h i n g  a n d  a b r a s i o n  ( 2 8 % 

c o m b i n e d )  ( Ta b l e  5 . 3 3 ) .  R e l a t i v e l y  f e w  o t h e r  c o m b i n a t i o n 

t e c h n i q u e s  a r e  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s m a l l  a s s e m b l a g e .
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F i g u r e  5 . 1 9 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  4  l i n e a r  h u m a n  a n d  l i z a r d  f o r m s :  ( c l o c k w i s e  f r o m  t o p  l e f t )  h u m a n  f o o t  w i t h  s a n d a l  ( t o p  r i g h t ) ; 
( m i d d l e )  c h u b b y  s o l i d  l i z a r d ;  ( b o t t o m  r i g h t )  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  t u r t l e  f o r m s  a n d  d e s i g n s ;  ( l o w e r  l e f t )  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  g e o m e t r i c 

f o r m s  ( s p e a r  t h r o w e r s ? )  a n d  t i n y  s c r a t c h e d  a n d  i n c i s e d  b i r d  t r a c k s ,  m o s t l y  w i t h  f o u r  t o e s .



32 M U R U J U G A  -  D Y N A M I C S  O F  T H E  D R E A M I N G

M o s t  ( 6 9 % )  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  s m a l l e r  t h a n  3 0   c m  i n 

s i z e  ( Ta b l e  5 . 3 4 ) .  T h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t w o  m o t i f s  l a r g e r  t h a n 

1   m ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  i s  a  p a i r  o f  ( m i x e d  g e n d e r )  o f  h u m a n 

f i g u r e s  i n  c o i t u s  ( e n d  t o  e n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  s i d e  b y  s i d e , 

w h i c h  i s  t h e  m o r e  c o m m o n  s c h e m a ) .  T h e s e  l a r g e r  s i z e 

r a n g e s  a r e  p o s s i b l e  d u e  t o  t h e  l a r g e  c a n v a s e s  p r o v i d e d 

b y  t h e  l a r g e  h o r i z o n t a l  p l a t f o r m s  i n  t h i s  s o u t h - w e s t e r n 

c o r n e r  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  ( s e e  F i g u r e  5 .1 7 ) .  A  c l u s t e r  o f  l a r g e r 

m o t i f s  ( b e t w e e n  3 1  a n d  6 0   c m ;  2 5 % )  i n c l u d e s  a  r a n g e 

o f  g e o m e t r i c s ,  g r o u p e d  h u m a n  f i g u r e s  a n d  o n e  l a r g e 

h u m a n  t r a c k .

SIZE COUNT % SIZE COUNT %

1–10 24 21.6 61–70 1 0.9

11–20 37 33.3 71–80 1 0.9

21–30 17 15.3 81–90 2 1.8

31–40 7 6.3 141–150 1 0.9

41–50 11 9.9 191-–200 1 0.9

51–60 9 8.1 Total 111 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 3 4 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  4 :  s i z e  o f  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e .

N o n e  o f  t h e  a r t  p r o d u c e d  h e r e  i s  i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  t w o 

c o n t r a s t  s t a t e s .  C o n t r a s t  s t a t e  4  i s  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n 

w e a t h e r i n g  s t a t e ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e 

a s s e m b l a g e ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  C S 3  ( Ta b l e  5 . 3 5 ) ,  a n d  t h e n 

t h e r e  i s  a l s o  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  a r t  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  m o s t 

r e c e n t  p e r i o d .

CONTRAST STATE COUNT %

CS1 0 -

CS2 0 -

CS3 26 23.4

CS4 73 65.8

CS5 9 8.1

NA 3 2.7

Total 111 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 3 5 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  4 :  c o n t r a s t  s t a t e .

S a m p l e  A re a  6
A r e a  6  i s  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  ( F i g u r e  5 .1  a n d  F i g u r e 

5 . 2 )  a n d  t h i s  v a l l e y  c o n t a i n s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  s e t  o f  a r c h a e -

o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  a b o v e ,  a r o u n d  a n d  b e l o w  s e v e r a l 

p e r m a n e n t  p o o l s  ( F i g u r e  5 . 2 0  a n d  F i g u r e  5 . 2 1 ) .  O r i g i n a l l y 

k n o w n  a s  E n d e r b y  1 0 ,  t h i s  s i t e  w a s  i n i t i a l l y  r e c o r d e d 

d u r i n g  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  o u t e r  i s l a n d s  d u r i n g  t h e 

N a t i o n a l  H e r i t a g e  L i s t i n g  p r o c e s s  ( M c D o n a l d  a n d  V e t h 

2 0 0 6 ) .  A r e a s  o f  h i g h e r  m o t i f  a n d  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h  d e n s i t y 

a r e  s i t u a t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  p o o l s  ( F i g u r e  5 . 2 1 ) .  A 

s e c t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b a n k ,  a r o u n d  t h e  c r e e k  b e n d 

i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  h a s  n o t  b e e n  s u r v e y e d .  T h i s 

s i t e  c o m p l e x ,  w i t h  i t s  a l m o s t  c o n t i n u o u s  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

e v i d e n c e ,  i s  n o w  c a l l e d  M L P - E I 0 1 0 .  A  s u r f a c e  Te r e b r a l i a 

s p .  s h e l l  c o l l e c t e d  i n  2 0 0 6  w a s  d a t e d  b y  R T I O  ( t h i s  a g e 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w a s  c .  9 , 0 0 0  c a l .  B P :  A N U -1 8 6 3 6 )  a n d  t h i s 

s i t e  h a s  b e e n  t e s t  e x c a v a t e d  ( C h a p t e r  6 ) . 

S i t e  M L P - E I 0 1 0  h a s  a n  a s s e m b l a g e  o f  2 , 0 7 1  m o t i f s 

r e c o r d e d  o n  1 , 0 6 8  p a n e l s  ( F i g u r e  5 . 2 1 ) .  I t  a l s o  h a s 

o n e  r e c o r d e d  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e  ( c l e a r i n g /e n c l o s u r e ) . 

O u r  s y s t e m a t i c  t r a n s e c t  w a s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  g o r g e  a n d 

i t s  i m m e d i a t e  s u r r o u n d s ,  a n d  h i s  s i t e  c o m p l e x  h a s  n o 

r e c o r d e d  s a t e l l i t e  s i t e s .  W e  d i d  n o t  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  r e c o r d 

s u r f a c e  a r t e f a c t s ,  p o r t a b l e  g r i n d s t o n e s  o r  s h e l l  m a t e r i a l 

w i t h i n  t h e  t r a n s e c t .
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F i g u r e  5 . 2 0 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  6 :  ( t o p )  t h e  v i e w  f r o m  a b o v e  t h e  t o p  p o o l  a t  M L P - E I 0 0 6  t o w a r d s  t h e  l a r g e  b a y  a t  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e 
i s l a n d ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m )  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  a r o u n d  t h e  l o w e r  p o o l  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  s i t e .
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F i g u r e  5 . 2 1 .  S i t e  M L P - E I 0 1 0  s h o w i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n  s q u a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e  s h o w s  a s  d e n s i t y 
m a p p i n g  o f  m o t i f s  a n d  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s .

M o r e  t h a n  a  q u a r t e r  ( c .   2 5 . 9 % )  o f  t h e  t o t a l 

a s s e m b l a g e  o f  2 , 0 7 1  h u m a n - m a d e  m a r k s  a t  s i t e 

M L P - E I 0 1 0  a r e  i n  t h e  ‘ o t h e r ’  c l a s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  2 74  g r i n d i n g 

p a t c h e s .  T h e s e  r e p r e s e n t  a l m o s t  6 0 %  o f  g r i n d i n g 
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p a t c h e s  r e c o r d e d  a c r o s s  t h e  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  s a m p l e 

a r e a s .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  m a n y  i n c i s e d  l i n e  s e t s  ( n   =   1 2 5 ) . 

R a n d o m  s c r a t c h i n g  ( n   =   1 0 9 )  a n d  p e c k i n g  a r e a s  ( n   =   2 4 ) 

m a k e  u p  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h i s  c l a s s .  T h e s e  a s s e m b l a g e 

c o m p o n e n t s  a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  d o m e s t i c 

u s e s  u n d e r t a k e n  a t  t h i s  s i t e ,  o f  w h i c h  r o c k  a r t  a p p e a r s 

t o  b e  a  p a r t .  G r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s  a r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  a m o n g s t 

t h e  a r t  a n d  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  m i d d e n  d e p o s i t .  T h e  s o f t , 

s m o o t h  b e d r o c k  s u r f a c e s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  e n c o u r a g e d 

t h e  e x t e n s i v e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i s e d  l i n e  s e t s ,  t h e 

f u n c t i o n  o f  w h i c h  i s  u n c l e a r  ( s e e  F i g u r e  6 . 3 9  a n d  F i g u r e 

6 . 4 0  i n  c h a p t e r  6 ) .  N o  g r a f f i t i  w a s  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  t h i s 

s a m p l e  a r e a .  O n c e  t h e s e  n o n - d e p i c t i v e  a r t  p r o d u c t i o n s 

a r e  r e m o v e d ,  g e o m e t r i c s  a c c o u n t  f o r  a l m o s t  5 2 %  o f 

t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a n t h r o p o m o r p h s ,  t h e n 

z o o m o r p h s  a n d  t r a c k s  ( Ta b l e  5 . 3 6 ) . 

T h e r e  a r e  f i v e  m a r i n e  t a i l s  a n d  t h r e e  d u g o n g s .  Tr a c k s 

a r e  d o m i n a t e d  b y  b i r d  t r a c k s  ( a  m i x t u r e  o f  t h r e e  a n d 

f o u r - t o e d  v a r i e t i e s ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  h u m a n  t r a c k s  ( s o m e  i n 

p a i r s )  a n d  a  l o t  o f  m a c r o p o d  t r a c k s .  T h e r e  i s  o n e  t u r t l e  t r a i l .

L i n e a r  m o t i f s  ( i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  s c r a t c h e d  p a r a l l e l 

l i n e s ) ,  o v a l s  a n d  a r c s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  g e o m e t r i c s 

h e r e  f o l l o w e d  c l o s e l y  b y  a n g u l a r  s h a p e s  ( Ta b l e  5 . 3 7 ) . 

H u m a n  f i g u r e s  a r e  d o m i n a t e d  b y  l i n e a r  f o r m s ,  a n d  t h e r e 

a r e  a l s o  m a n y  s o l i d  f i g u r e s  a n d  p r o f i l e  f i g u r e s .  T h e r e 

a r e  1 3  h e a d d r e s s  f i g u r e s  a n d  t w o  o l d e r  d e c o r a t i v e  i n f i l l 

f i g u r e s  ( o n e  w i t h  a  d i s a r t i c u l a t e d  d o t  h e a d ) .  N o  a r c h a i c 

f a c e s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  h e r e . 

Tu r t l e s  ( n   =   7 3 )  f o l l o w e d  b y  f i s h  ( n   =   4 9 )  a r e  t h e 

m o s t  c o m m o n  z o o m o r p h s  ( s e e  F i g u r e  6 . 74 ) ;  b u t  t h e r e  i s 

a  l o t  o f  v a r i e t y  i n  t e r r e s t r i a l  a n d  m a r i t i m e  t h e m e s  ( F i g u r e 

5 . 2 3 )  w i t h  m a n y  b i r d s  ( n   =   2 6 )  a n d  m a c r o p o d s  ( n   =   2 8 ) . 

T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  ( 4 9 % )  m o t i f  f o r m  a c r o s s  t h i s  s i t e 

c o m p l e x  i s  l i n e a r ;  f o l l o w e d  b y  s o l i d ,  s o l i d  +  l i n e a r  a n d 

o u t l i n e d  f o r m s  ( Ta b l e  5 . 3 8 ) .  T h e r e  i s  a  l o t  o f  v a r i a t i o n  i n 

t h e  f o r m s  c r e a t e d  h e r e ,  b u t  s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  p a t t e r n e d 

i n f i l l  ( 1 . 2 % ) . 

A r o u n d  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  m o t i f s  i n  t h i s  A r e a  h a v e  b e e n 

p e c k e d  ( 3 5 . 4 % ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a b r a s i o n  ( 2 5 . 3 % ;  1 3 . 4 % 

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s )  a n d  s c r a t c h i n g 

( 2 3 . 6 % )  ( Ta b l e  5 . 3 9  a n d  F i g u r e  5 . 2 2 ) .  C o m b i n a t i o n  f o r m s 

a r e  h i g h l y  v a r i a b l e .  T h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s e t  o f  t e c h n i q u e s 

i s  l i k e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  b a s a l t  b e d r o c k  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a n d  i t s 

s m o o t h  c o r t i c a l  s u r f a c e s .

  TOTAL % DEPICTIVE %

Anthropomorphic 333 16.5 333 21.9

Geometric 762 37.8 762 50.2

Other 553 27.4   0.0

Tracks 199 9.9 199 13.1

Zoomorphic 224 11.1 224 14.8

Total 2,071 100 1,518 100

T a b l e  5 . 3 6 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  6 :  c l a s s  p r o p o r t i o n s  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e  ( d e p i c t i v e  m o t i f s  m i n u s  ‘ o t h e r ’  c l a s s ) .

SUBJECT COUNT % SUBJECT COUNT %

Anthropomorphic Tracks

Combination figure 2 0.1 Bird track 145 9.6

DI figure 2 0.1 Human foot 31 2.0

Linear figure 235 15.5 Human hand 1 0.1

Outline figure 6 0.4 Macropod track 18 1.2

Profile figure 25 1.6 Other track 3 0.2

Solid figure 63 4.2 Turtle trail 1 0.1

Geometric 0.0 Zoomorphic

Angular 72 4.7 Bird 26 1.7

Animal part 8 0.5 Dugong 3 0.2

Arc 107 7.0 Fish 49 3.2

Circular 8 0.5 Lizard 8 0.5

Complex 7 0.5 Macropod 28 1.8

Dot 13 0.9 Marine other 3 0.2

Linear 318 20.9 Quadruped 13 0.9

Material culture 26 1.7 Snake 3 0.2

Oval 179 11.8 Stingray 9 0.6

Phytomorph 3 0.2 Terrestrial other 1 0.1

Rayed 29 1.9 Turtle 73 4.8

Total 1,518 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 3 7 .  S i t e  M L P - E I 0 1 0 :  s u b j e c t  p r o p o r t i o n s  i n  t h e  d e p i c t i v e  a s s e m b l a g e .
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FORM COUNT % FORM COUNT %

Linear 1018 49.2 Outline 115 5.6

Linear; outline 108 5.2 Outline; pattern 20 1.0

Linear; outline; pattern 6 0.3 Outline; pattern; scattered marks 1 0.1

Linear; outline; pattern; scattered marks 1 0.1 Outline; pattern; solid 4 0.3

Linear; outline; pattern; solid 1 0.1 Outline; scattered marks 2 0.1

Linear; outline; scattered marks 2 0.1 Outline; solid 30 2.0

Linear; outline; solid 8 0.4 Pattern 1 0.1

Linear; pattern 3 0.2 Pattern; solid 3 0.2

Linear; scattered marks 7 0.3 Scattered marks; solid 22 1.1

Linear; scattered marks; solid 1 0.1 Solid 511 24.7

Linear; solid 205 9.9 Total 2,07 1 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 3 8 .  S i t e  M L P - E I 0 1 0 :  f o r m  i n  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e .

TECHNIQUE COUNT %  TECHNIQUE COUNT %

Abraded 525 25.3 Incised; pecked 3 0.1

Abraded; gouged; pecked 1 0.1 Incised; scratched 14 0.7

Abraded; incised 8 0.4 NA 4 0.1

Abraded; incised; pecked; scratched 4 0.2 Pecked 733 35.4

Abraded; pecked 41 0.1 Pecked; pounded 1 0.1

Abraded; pecked; scratched 2 2.0 Pecked; scratched 9 0.4

Abraded; scratched 31 1.5 Pounded 2 0.1

Battered; pecked 1 0.1 Pounded; scratched 1 0.1

Gouged 8 0.4 Scratched 488 23.6

Gouged; pecked/incised 2 0.1 Total 2,07 1 100.0

Incised 192 9.3

T a b l e  5 . 3 9 .  S i t e  M L P - E I 0 1 0 :  t e c h n i q u e s  u s e d  i n  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e .

T h e  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  ( 8 5 % )  s m a l l e r 

t h a n  3 0   c m  i n  s i z e  ( Ta b l e  5 . 4 0 ) .  A n o t h e r  1 0 %  o f  t h e 

a s s e m b l a g e  i s  m e d i u m - s i z e d  ( 3 1 – 6 0   c m ) .  O n l y  o n e  m o t i f 

i n  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  l a r g e r  t h a n  1   m  i n  s i z e .  T h i s  i n  p a r t 

r e f l e c t s  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  s m a l l e r  p a n e l  s i z e  o p t i o n s  a c r o s s 

t h i s  s i t e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  b l o c k i e r  b a s a l t  b e d r o c k .

SIZE  
INCREMENTS COUNT % SIZE  

INCREMENTS COUNT %

1–10 505 24.4 61–70 16 0.8

11–20 794 38.3 81–90 3 0.1

21–30 458 22.1 91–100 1 0.0

31–40 171 8.3 111–120 1 0.0

41–50 55 2.7 NA 45 1.1

51–60 22 1.1 Total 2,07 1 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 4 0 .  S i t e  M L P - E I 0 1 0 :  s i z e  o f  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e .

O v e r  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  ( 3 4 % )  i s  C S 4 ,  f o l l o w e d 

c l o s e l y  b y  C S 3  ( 3 2 % ) .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o r e  o f  t h e 

a s s e m b l a g e  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  t w o  p h a s e s  o f 

c o n t r a s t  ( Ta b l e  5 . 4 1 ) ,  w h i l e  v e r y  l i t t l e  ( 3 % )  o f  t h e 

a s s e m b l a g e  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  p h a s e  o f 

p r o d u c t i o n .  A  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  ( 2 0 % )  h a s  m i x e d 

p a t i n a t i o n ,  m e a n i n g  t h a t  t h e  w e a t h e r i n g  s t a t e  c a n n o t  b e 

a s s e s s e d  ( t h i s  i n c l u d e s  m o s t  o f  t h e  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s ) . 

T h e  b a s a l t  b e d r o c k  h e r e  m a y  w e l l  a f f e c t  t h e s e  c o n t r a s t 

s t a t e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  g i v e n  t h e  h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n 

o f  s c r a t c h i n g  a n d  a b r a d i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  –  a n d  l a c k  o f 

p e n e t r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x t e r i o r  p a t i n a  a s  a  r e s u l t .
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CONTRAST STATE COUNT %

CS1 107 5.2

CS2 249 12.0

CS3 541 26.1

CS4 706 34.1

CS5 45 2.2

NA 423 20.4

Total 2,07 1 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 4 1 .  S i t e  M L P - E I 0 1 0 :  c o n t r a s t  s t a t e  
i n  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e .

F i g u r e  5 . 2 2 .  S i t e  M L P - E I 0 1 0 :  ( t o p )  t y p i c a l  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s ;  ( m i d d l e ,  l e f t )  i n c i s e d  l i n e  p a t t e r n s  w i t h  b i r d  t r a c k  a n d  a n t h r o p o m o r p h i c  v a r i a t i o n s 
a n d  ( r i g h t )  a  n o t c h e d  b l o c k  e d g e ) ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m ,  l e f t )  b a r b e d  s p e a r  a n d  ( r i g h t )  h u m a n  f o o t  w i t h  r e - g r o o v e d  t o e s .
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F i g u r e  5 . 2 3 .  S i t e  M L P - E I 0 1 0 :  ( t o p  a n d  m i d d l e  r o w s )  m a c r o p o d  s t y l e  a n d  t e c h n i q u e  v a r i a t i o n s ;  ( b o t t o m  l e f t )  w i t h  a  r e c e n t  b i r d 
m o t i f  a n d  ( r i g h t )  s e v e r a l  b i r d  m i x e d - a g e  t r a c k  t y p e s ,  p l u s  ( b o t t o m  r i g h t )  a n  o l d e r  s t y l e  g e o m e t r i c  d e s i g n .



39E n d er  b y  I s l a n d  R o c k  A rt   a n d  S t o n e  S tr  u ct  u res   

S a m p l e  A re a  7
A r e a  7  i s  l o c a t e d  a r o u n d  a n  i n t e r i o r  c r e e k  l i n e  w h i c h 

d r a i n s  t o w a r d s  t h e  c e n t r a l  n o r t h e r n  b e a c h  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n 

e n d  o f  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 ) .  T h i s  c o n t a i n s  a n 

a l m o s t  c o n t i n u o u s  s e t  o f  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  a b o v e 

a n d  b e l o w  a  p e r m a n e n t  p o o l  ( S i t e  M L P - E I 0 0 7 )  a l t h o u g h 

t h e  s u i t a b l e  b e d r o c k  i s  n o t  c o n t i n u o u s .

F i g u r e  5 . 2 4 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  7 :  ( t o p )  t h e  u p p e r  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  f a c i n g  s o u t h ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m )  t h e  m i d  a n d  l o w e r  r e a c h e s  o f 
t h e  v a l l e y  f a c i n g  n o r t h ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  d i s c o n t i n u o u s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  b e d r o c k  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t e e p l y  i n c i s e d  c r e e k  l i n e .
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F i g u r e  5 . 2 5 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  7 :  ( t o p  l e f t )  w a t e r h o l e  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  A r e a  s h o w i n g  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  c o n t e x t  a n d  c a l c i u m  c a r b o n a t e 
e n c r u s t a t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k  l i n e  h e r e ;  ( t o p  r i g h t )  a n  a r t e f a c t  f o u n d  a m o n g s t  t h e  r e c o r d e d  p a n e l s ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m )  t h e  m i d d e n 

a b o v e  t h e  c r e e k  l i n e  w h e r e  t h e  h u m a n  c r a n i u m  w a s  f o u n d  ( r i g h t ) .
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M o s t  o f  t h e  3 7 6  d e p i c t i v e  m o t i f s  i n  A r e a  7  a r e  g e o m e t r i c 

( 6 0 % )  f o l l o w e d  b y  a l m o s t  e q u a l  n u m b e r s  o f  t r a c k s  a n d 

a n t h r o p o m o r p h s  t h e n  z o o m o r p h s .  A  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n 

( 2 6 % )  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  c l a s s e d  a s  ‘o t h e r ’  ( i n c l u d i n g 

7 0  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s ,  5 2  a r e a s  o f  r a n d o m  p e c k i n g  a n d 

s c r a t c h i n g  a n d  1 5  i n c i s e d  l i n e s  s e t s )  ( Ta b l e  5 . 4 4  a n d  F i g u r e 

5 . 2 7 ) .  N o  g r a f f i t i  w a s  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  t h i s  s a m p l e  t r a n s e c t . 

  NO. %

Art 2 50.0

Art; scatter; burial 1 50.0

Total 3 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 4 2 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  7 :  s i t e  t y p e s .

SITE ID MOTIF TOTALS

MLP-EI007 534

MLP-EI034 3

MLP-EI035 3

Total 540

T a b l e  5 . 4 3 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  7 :  r o c k  a r t  s i t e s  a n d  a s s e m b l a g e  s i z e s .

L i n e a r  m o t i f s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  g e o m e t r i c s  h e r e  f o l l o w e d 

b y  o v a l s  a n d  a r c s  ( Ta b l e  5 . 4 5 ) .  Tr a c k s  a r e  d o m i n a t e d  b y 

b i r d  t r a c k s ,  w i t h  m o r e  f o u r - t o e d  t h a n  t h r e e - t o e d  v a r i e t i e s . 

H u m a n  t r a c k s  a r e  c o m m o n ,  a n d  a r o u n d  h a l f  o f  t h e s e  h a v e 

f i v e  t o e s ,  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  h a v i n g  s i x  t o e s  o r  m o r e .  H u m a n 

f i g u r e s  a r e  d o m i n a t e d  b y  l i n e a r  f o r m s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  s o l i d 

f i g u r e s ,  p r o f i l e  f i g u r e s  a n d  s e v e r a l  o u t l i n e  f i g u r e s .  T h e r e 

i s  o n l y  o n e  h e a d d r e s s  f i g u r e .  T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  o l d e r 

h u m a n  f o r m  h e r e :  a  d i s a r t i c u l a t e d  d o t - h e a d  f i g u r e .  T h e r e 

a r e  n o  d e c o r a t i v e  i n f i l l  f i g u r e s  o r  a r c h a i c  f a c e s .  T h e r e  a r e , 

h o w e v e r,  s e v e r a l  v e r y  w e a t h e r e d  o l d e r  s t y l e  m o t i f s  w i t h 

f u l l y  p e c ke d  i n t e r i o r s  ( F i g u r e  5 . 2 7 ) .  B i r d s ,  m a c r o p o d s  a n d 

t u r t l e s  d o m i n a t e  t h e  z o o m o r p h s  ( F i g u r e  5 . 2 8 ) ,  w i t h  a  f a i r l y 

e v e n  m i x t u r e  o f  m a r i n e  a n d  t e r r e s t r i a l  f o r m s  h e r e .  T h e r e 

i s  a  s i n g l e  m a r i n e  t a i l .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t i v e  p o i n t y 

n o s e d  q u a d r u p e d s  h e r e ,  s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h o s e  f o u n d 

i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  E n d e r b y  a s s e m b l a g e s . 

  TOTAL % DEPICTIVE %

Anthropomorphic 53 9.8 53 14.1

Geometric 226 41.9 226 60.1

Other 164 30.4

Tracks 62 11.5 62 16.5

Zoomorphic 35 6.5 35 9.3

Total 540 100.0 376 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 4 4 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  7 :  c l a s s  p r o p o r t i o n s  ( d e p i c t i v e 
m o t i f s  m i n u s  ‘ o t h e r ’  c l a s s ) .

T h e r e  i s  a  d e n s e  Te r e b r a l i a  m i d d e n  o n  a  f l a t  a r e a 

a b o v e  t h e  s e m i - p e r m a n e n t  p o o l  a t  t h e  t o p  e n d  o f  t h i s  A r e a 

( F i g u r e  5 . 2 5 ) .  A  p a r t i a l  h u m a n  c r a n i a l  v a u l t  w a s  o b s e r v e d 

p r o t r u d i n g  f r o m  t h i s  m i d d e n .  F o r  c u l t u r a l  s e n s i t i v i t y 

r e a s o n s ,  n o  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  u n d e r t a k e n  a t 

t h i s  l o c a t i o n  o r  u p s l o p e  w h e r e  r o c k  a r t  w a s  o b s e r v e d  t o 

c o n t i n u e .  T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  h u m a n  r e m a i n s  w a s  r e p o r t e d 

t o  M u r u j u g a  A b o r i g i n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  r e l e v a n t 

s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  t h e  t i m e . 

A s  w e l l  a s  t h i s  c o n t i n u o u s  s i t e  c o m p l e x  ( S i t e 

M L P - E I 0 0 7 ) ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s m a l l  s i t e  i n  t h e  c r e e k  l i n e  f u r t h e r 

d o w n s t r e a m  ( M L P - E I 0 3 4 )  w i t h  t h r e e  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s , 

a n d  a n o t h e r  i s o l a t e d  s i t e  ( M L P - E I 0 3 5 )  f u r t h e r  u p  t h e 

s l o p e  w h i c h  h a s  t h r e e  g e o m e t r i c  a n d  t r a c k  m o t i f s  ( Ta b l e 

5 . 4 2  a n d  Ta b l e  5 . 4 3 ) .  T h e  h i g h e s t  d e n s i t y  o f  m o t i f s  i n 

A r e a  7  i s  c l u s t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  r o c k  h o l e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e 

i s  a n  a l m o s t  c o n t i n u o u s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a r t  h a v i n g  b e e n 

p r o d u c e d  a t  m u l t i p l e  e l e v a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  t r a n s e c t 

( F i g u r e  5 . 2 6 ) .  T h e  r e c o r d i n g  m a d e  h e r e  h a s  n o t  d e f i n e d 

t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h i s  s i t e ,  e x c e p t  d o w n s t r e a m .
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F i g u r e  5 . 2 6 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  7  t r a n s e c t  s h o w i n g  l o c a t i o n  o f  T e r e b r a l i a  m i d d e n  u p s l o p e  o f  t h e  m a i n  p o o l  a n d  t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  a r t 
p r o d u c t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k  l i n e  f o r  s e v e r a l  d o m i n a n t  m o t i f  t y p e s  a n d  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s .
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F i g u r e  5 . 2 7 .  A n i m a l  a n d  t r a c k  m o t i f s  f o u n d  i n  A r e a  7 :  ( t o p )  a  b i r d ,  a  f i s h  ( l i k e l y  a  f l o u n d e r ,  P s e u d o r h o m b u s  s p . )  a n d  a b r a d e d 
l i n e  s e t s ;  ( m i d d l e )  a  v e r y  w e a t h e r e d  p a n e l  w i t h  t h r e e  b i r d s  a n d  f o u r  h u m a n  f i g u r e s ,  a n d  ( r i g h t )  a  c o i l e d  s n a k e ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m ) 

t w o  d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e s  o f  h u m a n  f e e t . 
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F i g u r e  5 . 2 8 .  Z o o m o r p h s  f r o m  A r e a  7  i n c l u d i n g  ( t o p )  a  p a i r  o f  p o i n t y - n o s e d  q u a d r u p e d s  f r o m  a d j a c e n t  p a n e l s  i n  t h e  l o w e r 
r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  v a l l e y ;  ( m i d d l e )  a  p a i r  o f  s o l i d  k a n g a r o o  t r a c k s  a n d  a  s m a l l  p e c k e d  l i z a r d  w i t h  s c r a t c h e d  d i g i t s  o n  i t s  b a c k 

f e e t ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m  l e f t )  a  p e c k e d  d u g o n g  a n d  ( r i g h t )  i n c i s e d  e c h i d n a .
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SUBJECT NO. % SUBJECT NO. %

Anthropomorphic Tracks

Combination figure 1 0.3 Bird track 21 5.8

Linear figure 28 7.7 Human foot 10 2.8

Outline figure 4 1.1 Macropod track 7 1.9

Profile figure 8 2.2 Other track 24 6.6

Solid figure 12 3.3 Zoomorphic

Geometric Bird 8 2.2

Angular 20 5.5 Dugong 1 0.3

Arc 27 7.4 Fish 3 0.8

Circular 3 0.8 Lizard 3 0.8

Dot 3 0.8 Macropod 7 1.9

Dumb-bell 1 0.3 Quadruped 5 1.4

Linear 96 32.5 Snake 1 0.3

Material culture 2 0.6 Turtle 6 1. 7

Oval 64 17.6 Animal part 1 0.3

Rayed 10 2.8 Total 373 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 4 5 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  7 :  s u b j e c t  p r o p o r t i o n s .

T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  ( 4 6 % )  m o t i f  f o r m  i n  A r e a  7  i s  l i n e a r, 

f o l l o w e d  b y  s o l i d  f o r m s  ( t h e s e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  7 0  g r i n d i n g 

p a t c h e s :  Ta b l e  5 . 4 6 ) .  T h e r e  i s  a  l o t  o f  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e 

f o r m s  c r e a t e d  h e r e ,  b u t  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  p a t t e r n e d  

i n f i l l  ( 1 % ) .

FORM NO. % FORM NO. %

Linear 242 44.8 Outline; pattern 5 0.9

Linear; outline 30 5.6 Outline; pattern; solid 2 0.4

Linear; outline; pattern 2 0.4 Outline; scattered marks 3 0.6

Linear; outline; scattered marks 1 0.2 Outline; solid 14 2.6

Linear; outline; solid 3 0.6 Scattered marks 32 5.9

Linear; scattered marks; solid 1 0.2 Scattered marks; solid 1 0.2

Linear; Solid 32 5.9 Solid 125 23.1

Outline 43 8.0 NA 4 0.7

Total 540 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 4 6 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  7 :  f o r m  i n  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e .

P e c k i n g  o n l y  a c c o u n t s  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  ( 4 0 % )  o f  t h e 

t e c h n i q u e s  u s e d  i n  t h i s  A r e a ,  w h i l e  s c r a t c h i n g  ( 2 4 % ) , 

i n c i s i n g  ( 1 3 % )  a n d  a b r a s i o n  ( 1 6 % ;  2 %  w h e n  g r i n d i n g 

p a t c h e s  r e m o v e d )  a r e  m o r e  c o m m o n  t h a n  o f t e n 

e n c o u n t e r e d  ( Ta b l e  5 . 4 7 ) .  A g a i n ,  t h i s  s u i t e  o f  t e c h n i q u e s 

i s  t h o u g h t  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  s m o o t h - s u r f a c e d  b a s a l t  g e o l o g y 

i n  t h i s  A r e a .  C o m b i n a t i o n  f o r m s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e , 

a l t h o u g h  w h e r e  t h e s e  o c c u r  o f t e n  a n a t o m i c a l  d e t a i l  i s 

a d d e d  ( e . g .  t o e s /d i g i t s  o n  a  p e c k e d  l i z a r d ;  F i g u r e  5 . 2 8 ) .

TECHNIQUE NO. % TECHNIQUE NO. %

Abraded 85 15.7 Incised; scratched 16 3.0

Abraded; pecked 5 0.9 Pecked 215 39.8

Abraded; scratched 6 1.1 Pecked; scratched 3 0.6

Gouged 2 0.4 Pounded 1 0.2

Gouged; pecked 4 0.7 Scratched 132 24.4

Incised 68 12.6 NA 4 0.6

Total 540 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 4 7 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  7 :  t e c h n i q u e s  u s e d  i n  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e .

T h e  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  ( 8 0 % )  s m a l l e r  t h a n 

3 0   c m  i n  s i z e  ( Ta b l e  5 . 4 8 ) .  T h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t w o  m o t i f s 

l a r g e r  t h a n  1   m  i n  s i z e .
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SIZE INCREMENTS 
(CM) NO. % SIZE INCREMENTS 

(CM) NO. %

1–10 150 27.8 61–70 5 0.9

11–20 175 32.4 81–90 1 0.2

21–30 106 19.6 121–130 1 0.2

31–40 47 8.7 141–150 1 0.2

41–50 23 4.3 NA 22 4.1

51–60 9 1.7 Total 540 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 4 8 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  7 :  s i z e  o f  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e .

A r o u n d  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  ( 3 4 % )  i s  i n  c o n t r a s t 

s t a t e  3 ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  C S 2  ( 2 3 . 6 % ) .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o r e 

o f  t h e  e n g r a v e d  m o t i f s  f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p h a s e s 

o f  c o n t r a s t  ( C S 1 )  t h a n  t h e  l a s t  ( Ta b l e  5 . 4 9 ) .  A  f a i r 

p r o p o r t i o n  ( 2 3 % )  h a s  m i x e d  p a t i n a t i o n ,  w i t h  v a r i a b l e 

w e a t h e r i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h i s  m a y  b e  d u e  t o  t h e  b a s a l t 

g e o l o g y,  a n d  t h e  h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t e c h n i q u e s  w h i c h 

d o  n o t  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  p a t i n a ,  p l u s  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  g r i n d i n g 

p a t c h e s  i n  t h e s e  t o t a l s . 

CONTRAST STATE COUNT %

CS1 56 10.4

CS2 129 23.9

CS3 184 34.1

CS4 42 7.8

CS5 3 0.6

NA 126 23.9

Total 540 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 4 9 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  7 :  
c o n t r a s t  s t a t e  i n  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e .

S a m p l e  A re a  8
A r e a  8  i n c l u d e s  t h e  c o a s t a l  s t r i p  o n  t h e  e x t r e m e 

n o r t h - w e s t e r n  p o i n t  o f  E n d e r b y  I s l a n d  a n d  a  s i n g l e 

g r i n d i n g  p a t c h  o n  t h e  b e a c h  e n c o u n t e r e d  w h i l e  r e a c h i n g 

t h e  s i t e  d u r i n g  f i e l d w o r k  ( F i g u r e  5 .1 ,  F i g u r e  5 . 2 9 ) . 

T h i s  l o c a t i o n  w a s  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  r e c o r d e d  t o  p r o v i d e 

a d d i t i o n a l  c o n t e x t  f o r  a n  a r e a  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y 

i n v e s t i g a t e d  f o r  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s  i n 

t h e  D a m p i e r  A r c h i p e l a g o  N a t i o n a l  H e r i t a g e  L i s t e d  a r e a 

( P a t e r s o n  2 0 0 6 ;  P a t e r s o n  a n d  S o u t e r  2 0 0 4 ;  S o u t e r  e t  a l . 

2 0 0 6 ) .  I n  2 0 0 4  t h e  s i t e  w a s  o b s e r v e d  t o  i n c l u d e  a  s e r i e s 

o f  c o r a l  a n d  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  i n t e r p r e t e d 

a s  b e i n g  r e l a t e d  t o  w h a l i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  r e c o r d i n g 

e x e r c i s e  d o c u m e n t e d  t h e  r o c k  a r t ,  w h i l e  o n e  o f  t h e  s t o n e 

s t r u c t u r e s  w a s  e x c a v a t e d  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  6 ) .
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F i g u r e  5 . 2 9 .  S i t e  M L P - E I 0 0 8 ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e c o r d e d  r o c k  a r t  a n d  t h e  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s .
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F i g u r e  5 . 3 0 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  8  l a n d s c a p e :  ( t o p )  l o o k i n g  e a s t  a l o n g  t h e  c o r a l  t e r r a c e  t o w a r d s  t h e  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  d u r i n g  e x c a v a t i o n 
a n d  r e c o r d i n g ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m )  t h e  r o c k y  h e a d l a n d  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  p r o m o n t o r y  w h e r e  a r t  w a s  r e c o r d e d  o n  l a r g e r  v e r t i c a l  s u r f a c e s .
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A  t o t a l  o f  1 7 0  m a r k i n g  p r o d u c t i o n s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  o n 

7 6  p a n e l s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  1 4  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s .  T h e  s u r v e y 

d i d  n o t  p r o c e e d  f a r  b e y o n d  t h e  c o a s t a l  s t r i p  a s  w e  f o c u s e d 

p r i m a r i l y  o n  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d 

r o c k  a r t .  O u r  r e c o r d i n g  e x e r c i s e  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  m i d d e n 

a n d  s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s  w h i c h  a r e  a l s o  o b s e r v e d  h e r e .  T h e 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  e n g r a v e d  p a n e l s  a n d  o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  w a s 

c o n t i n u o u s  a c r o s s  t h e  a r e a  r e c o r d e d ,  a n d  t h i s  s i t e  c o m p l e x 

i s  n o w  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  M L P - E I 0 0 8  ( F i g u r e  5 . 2 9 ) . 

O n l y  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  ( n   =   1 5 )  o f  t h i s 

a s s e m b l a g e  w a s  c l a s s e d  a s  ‘ o t h e r ’ ,  a n d  t h i s  i n c l u d e d 

o n l y  t w o  g r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s .  G e o m e t r i c s  a c c o u n t  f o r 

a l m o s t  4 3 %  o f  t h e  d e p i c t i v e  a s s e m b l a g e ,  f o l l o w e d  b y 

a n t h r o p o m o r p h s ,  z o o m o r p h s  a n d  t r a c k s  ( Ta b l e  5 . 5 0 ) . 

CLASS TOTAL % DEPICTIVE %

Anthropomorphic 39 22.9 39 25.2

Geometric 66 38.8 66 42.6

Other 15 8.8

Tracks 16 9.4 16 10.3

Zoomorphic 34 20.0 34 21.9

Total 170 100.0 155 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 5 0 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  8 :  c l a s s  p r o p o r t i o n s  ( d e p i c t i v e 
m o t i f s  m i n u s  ‘ o t h e r ’  c l a s s ) .

O v a l s  a n d  l i n e a r  m o t i f s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n 

g e o m e t r i c s  h e r e  ( Ta b l e  5 . 5 1 ) .  F i s h  d o m i n a t e  t h e 

z o o m o r p h i c  c l a s s  a l o n g  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  m a r i n e  t h e m e s 

( t u r t l e s ,  a  s t i n g r a y  a n d  m a r i n e  t a i l s ) .  T h e r e  a r e  n o 

t e r r e s t r i a l  s p e c i e s  d e p i c t e d .  T h e r e  a r e  f i v e  b i r d  m o t i f s ,  a l l 

d e p i c t e d  w i t h  t w o  l e g s .  O n e  o f  t h e s e  i s  i n  t h e  s p r e a d - e a -

g l e d  p o s i t i o n .  B i r d  t r a c k s  a r e  a g a i n  d o m i n a n t ,  w i t h  a  f e w 

h u m a n  t r a c k s  a n d  o n l y  o n e  m a c r o p o d  t r a c k .  T h e r e  a r e 

n o  t u r t l e  t r a c k s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  h u m a n  f i g u r e s  a r e  l i n e a r, 

b u t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  s o l i d  f i g u r e s  i n  a  d i s t i n c t  s t y l e  w i t h 

b e n t  e l b o w s  a n d  k n e e s ,  s i m i l a r  t o  o t h e r s  f o u n d  o n  t h e 

q u a r r y  s i t e  i n  A r e a  1  ( c f .  F i g u r e  5 . 8  a n d  F i g u r e  5 . 3 1 ) . 

SUBJECT NO. % SUBJECT NO. %

Anthropomorphic Tracks

Linear figure 26 16.8 Bird track 13 8.4

Solid figure 13 8.4 Human foot 2 1.3

Geometric Macropod track 1 0.6

Angular 2 1.3 Zoomorphic

Arc 5 3.2 Bird 5 3.2

Circular 1 0.6 Fish 15 9.7

Dot 2 1.3 Marine other 2 1.3

Linear 24 15.5 Stingray 1 0.6

Material culture 4 2.6 Turtle 8 5.2

Oval 25 16.1 Animal part 3 1.9

Rayed 3 1.9 Total 155 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 5 1 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  8 :  s u b j e c t  p r o p o r t i o n s .

L i n e a r  f o r m s  ( 4 6 % )  a r e  m o s t l y  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h i s 

A r e a ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  s o l i d  f o r m s  ( 2 4 % :  Ta b l e  5 . 5 2 ) ,  n o  d o u b t 

d u e  t o  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  a b r a d i n g  a n d  s c r a t c h i n g  a s 

t e c h n i q u e s .  T h e r e  i s  a  l i m i t e d  a m o u n t  o f  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e 

f o r m s  c r e a t e d  h e r e ,  b u t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f 

p a t t e r n e d  i n f i l l  ( 6 % ) . 

A b r a s i o n  i s  t h e  d o m i n a n t  t e c h n i q u e  i n  t h i s  A r e a 

( 4 7 % ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  s c r a t c h i n g  ( 2 9 % )  a n d  p e c k i n g  ( 1 7 % ) 

( Ta b l e  5 . 5 3 ) .  C o m b i n a t i o n  f o r m s  a c c o u n t  f o r  c .   7 %  o f  t h e 

i d e n t i f i a b l e  m o t i f s .

FORM NO. % FORM NO. %

Linear 78 45.9 Outline 7 4.1

Linear; outline 7 4.1 Outline; pattern 4 2.4

Linear; outline; pattern 2 1.2 Outline; pattern; solid 2 1.2

Linear; outline; solid 1 0.6 Outline; solid 15 8.8

Linear; pattern; solid 1 0.6 Solid 41 24.1

Linear; solid 8 4.7 Scattered marks 4 2.4

Total 170 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 5 2 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  8 :  f o r m  i n  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e .

TECHNIQUE COUNT %

Abraded 79 46.5

Abraded; pecked 2 1.2

Abraded; scratched 8 4.7

NA 2 1.2

Pecked 29 17.1

Pecked; scratched 1 0.6

Scratched 49 28.8

Total 170 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 5 3 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  8 :  t e c h n i q u e s  u s e d  
i n  t h e  r e c o r d e d  a s s e m b l a g e .
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F i g u r e  5 . 3 1 .  S o m e  o f  t h e  v e r y  s m a l l  m o t i f s  p r o d u c e d  o n  p o r t a b l e  r o c k s  o n  t h e  c o r a l  t e r r a c e  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  s u r r o u n d s  o f  E n d e r b y  A r e a  8 : 
( t o p )  f i e l d w o r k ;  ( m i d d l e )  m a r i n e  m o t i f s ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m )  b i r d s  a n d  ( l e f t )  b i r d  t r a c k s .
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T h e  m a j o r i t y  ( 8 8 % )  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  s m a l l e r  t h a n 

3 0   c m  i n  s i z e  ( Ta b l e  5 . 5 4 ) .  T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  m o t i f  l a r g e r 

t h a n  1   m  i n  l e n g t h  ( a  t u r t l e ,  w h i c h  i s  1 . 2 5  m e t r e s  l o n g ,  o n 

o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  v e r t i c a l  b l o c k s ) .  T h e  s m a l l  s i z e  o f  m a n y 

m o t i f s  i s  d u e  t o  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e 

b e i n g  f o u n d  a m o n g s t  t h e  b o u l d e r  f i e l d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e 

c o a s t .  S o m e  a r t  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  p o i n t  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  l a r g e r 

v e r t i c a l  a n d  h o r i z o n t a l  p l a t f o r m s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a  d e f i n i t e 

f o c u s  o n  m o s t l y  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e  o n  s m a l l 

p o r t a b l e  b l o c k s  o f  s m o o t h  m a t e r i a l . 

W h i l e  c a n v a s  s i z e  i s  a  c o n s t r a i n t ,  t h i s  A r e a ’ s  l a r g e 

v e r t i c a l  b e d r o c k  s u r f a c e s  a l s o  h a v e  s e v e r a l  a n t h r o p o -

m o r p h i c  s c e n e s  i n v o l v i n g  m a n y  s m a l l  h u m a n  f i g u r e s . 

T h e s e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  r e p r o d u c e d  h e r e  b e c a u s e  o f 

c u l t u r a l  s e n s i t i v i t i e s . 

CONTRAST STATE COUNT %

CS1 0

CS2 0

CS3 22 12.9

CS4 118 69.4

CS5 17 10.0

NA 13 7.6

Total 170 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 5 5 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  8 :  c o n t r a s t  s t a t e .

SIZE (CM) NO. % SIZE (CM) NO. %

1–10 39 25.4 41–50 8 5.2

11–20 69 44.5 51–60 1 0.6

21–30 27 17.4 121–130 1 0.6

31–40 8 5.2 NA 2 1.3

Total 170 100.0

T a b l e  5 . 5 4 .  E n d e r b y  A r e a  8 :  s i z e  i n c r e m e n t s .

T h e r e  i s  n o  a r t  h e r e  f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e s t  c o n t r a s t  s t a t e s 

( C S 1  a n d  2 ) .  M o s t  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  ( 7 0 % )  i s  c o n t r a s t 

s t a t e  4 .  T h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  a r t  f a l l s  e v e n l y  b e t w e e n 

C S 3  a n d  C S 5  ( 1 3 %  a n d  1 0 %  r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  Ta b l e  5 . 5 5 ) . 

A  s m a l l  a m o u n t  ( 8 % )  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  h a s  m i x e d 

p a t i n a t i o n  ( N A ) . 

T h e  1 4  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  a l l  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e 

e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  b e a c h  r o c k  a n d  c o r a l  p l a t f o r m , 

d i s t r i b u t e d  r o u g h l y  e q u i d i s t a n t  f r o m  t h e  s h o r e .  A l l  w e r e 

c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  t h e  r e m o v a l  ( c l e a r i n g )  o f  s t o n e  o r  c o r a l 

f r o m  a  c e n t r a l  a r e a  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  s t a c k i n g  a r o u n d  t h e 

s i d e s  t o  c r e a t e  a  c l e a r i n g /e n c l o s u r e  1 – 2   m  a c r o s s  ( Ta b l e 

5 . 5 6 ) .  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  s u r f a c e  a r t e f a c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h 

t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  o t h e r  t h a n  f l o t s a m .

STRUCTURE ID SHAPE LENGTH 
(CM)

WIDTH 
(CM)

HEIGHT 
(CM) DESCRIPTION

BF001-01 Rectangular 330 76 Possible whaler ’s grave with unidentified stone, bone and shell. Excavated

BF001-03 Rectangular 400 150 60 Similar in size and shape to BF001-01

BF001-04 Amorphous 250 150 30 Amorphous enclosed shape made from coral with lots of old shell

BF001-05 Circular 120 100 20 Coral construction

BF001-06 Arc 120 120 20 Coral construction

BF001-07 Circular 200 120 20 Depression in coral and beach rock

BF001-09 Circular 200 180 20 Depression in coral and beach rock

BF001-10 Circular 160 120 20 Depression in coral and beach rock

BF001-11 Circular 160 160 20 Coral in construction – part of a small cluster

BF001-12 Arc 120 100 15 Coral in construction – part of a small cluster

BF001-13 Circular 120 120 30 Possible opening on the south-east side – part of a small cluster

BF001-14 Circular 180 180 30 Coral construction

BF001-15 Curvilinear 350 100 30 Coral construction

BF001-16 Rectangular 230 120 40 Coral construction

T a b l e  5 . 5 6 .  E I A 0 8  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  a l l  c l a s s e d  a s  c l e a r i n g s / e n c l o s u r e s .  A l l  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  E I A 0 8 - 2 0 1 7 -  
i n  t h e  C R A R + M  d a t a b a s e . 

T h e r e  i s  a  c l e a r  c l u s t e r i n g  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  t h e 

e a s t e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  c o r a l  a n d  r o c k  p l a t f o r m  w h i l e  t h e 

r o c k  a r t  o v e r l a p s  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  s m a l l  ‘ v i l l a g e ’ 

b u t  t h e n  c o n t i n u e s  a l o n g  t h e  s t o r m  b e a c h  a n d  a d j a c e n t 

b l o c k y  l a n d s c a p e  t o  t h e  h e a d l a n d  ( w i t h  a d j a c e n t  r o c k 

p o o l s ) ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  l a r g e r  r o c k  o u t c r o p s ,  w h i c h 

h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  d e c o r a t e d .  T h i s  c o u l d  i n d i c a t e  d i s t i n c t 

a c t i v i t y  n o d e s  o c c u r r i n g  a c r o s s  t h i s  p l a t f o r m ,  a l t h o u g h 

t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a r t  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  e n d  i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  d u e  t o 

a  d i m i n i s h i n g  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  e n g r a v a b l e  b l o c k s .

M o s t  o f  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  ( 6 4 . 3 % )  f o r m e d  c i r c u l a r  o r  a r c 

s h a p e s ;  h o w e v e r,  t h r e e  o f  t h e m  ( 2 1 . 4 %  o f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e ) 

w e r e  r e c t a n g u l a r  ( F i g u r e  5 . 3 2 ) .  T h i s  i s  a n  u n u s u a l  s h a p e 

f o r  c l e a r e d  e n c l o s u r e  s t r u c t u r e s  a c r o s s  M u r u j u g a ,  w i t h  t h e 

o n l y  o t h e r s  b e i n g  t h e  d r e s s e d  h i s t o r i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  f o u n d  o n 

We s t  L e w i s  a n d  i n  B l a c k  H a w k  B a y  ( s e e  c h a p t e r s  1 1  a n d  1 3 ) . 
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F i g u r e  5 . 3 2 .  E I A 0 8  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s :  ( t o p )  E I A 0 8 - 2 0 1 7 - B F 0 0 1 - 0 1 ;  ( m i d d l e )  E I A 0 8 - 2 0 1 7 - B F 0 0 1 - 0 3  a n d  E I A 0 8 - 2 0 1 7 - B F 0 0 1 - 0 6 
( r i g h t ) ;  a n d  ( b o t t o m )  E I A 0 8 - 2 0 1 7 - B F 0 0 1 - 1 3  a n d  E I A 0 8 - 2 0 1 7 - B F 0 0 1 - 1 5  ( r i g h t ) .

O n e  o f  t h e s e  r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e s ,  E I A 0 8 -

2 0 1 7 - B F 0 0 1 - 0 1 ,  w a s  t h e  r e p o r t e d  ‘ w h a l e r s  g r a v e ’ 

( P a t e r s o n  a n d  S o u t e r  2 0 0 4 ) ,  w h i c h  w a s  a s s e s s e d 

a s  h a v i n g  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n . 

E x c a v a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  i n c o n c l u s i v e  ( s e e 

C h a p t e r  6 ) ,  w i t h  e x c a v a t i o n  f i n d i n g  b o t h  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d 

s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s  i n  t h e  d e p o s i t ,  n o  h u m a n  r e m a i n s ,  a n d 

t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  a  s e a - e a g l e  n e s t  m i x e d  w i t h  t e r r e s t r i a l 

a n d  m a r i n e  f a u n a l  r e m a i n s . 
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