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Fieldwork on Dolphin Island 
focused on Flying Foam passage, 
in an area described in historical 
accounts as being used by the 
colonial-era pearling industry 
from the mid-1860s. While some 
historical accounts of the Flying 
Foam passage are provided here, 
we refer the reader to chapter 
18 ‘lifeways to Massacre‘ for 
a wider treatment of historical 
activities relevant to the nor thern 
islands of the archipelago.

Dolphin Island Archaeology 

h i s to r i ca l  B a c kg ro u n d 
T h e  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  l o c a t i o n  d o c u m e n t e d  h e r e  i s  a 

l i s t e d  h i s t o r i c a l  h e r i t a g e  s i t e ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f 

h i s t o r i c a l  b u r i a l s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  e n g r a v i n g s ,  a n d  i t s  s u r f a c e 

a s s e m b l a g e s  o f  c o l o n i a l - e r a  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  m a t e r i a l . 

R e s i d e n t  M a g i s t r a t e  R o b e r t  S h o l l ’ s  j o u r n a l  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d 

1 8 6 6 –1 8 7 1  r e f e r s  t o  d e a t h s  a m o n g s t  t h e  p e a r l i n g  f l e e t , 

i n c l u d i n g  o f  M a l a y  a n d  A b o r i g i n a l  w o r k e r s ,  b u t  n o t  t o 

b u r i a l s  s i m i l a r  i n  n u m b e r  t o  t h o s e  l o c a t e d  h e r e .  H o w e v e r, 

a s  s e e n  b y  o n e  o f  u s  ( K . M . ) ,  a  s i n g l e  g r a v e  m a r k e d  b y 

s t o n e s  a n d  p e a r l  s h e l l  c o v e r  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  a  b e a c h  1 . 3 

k i l o m e t r e s  n o r t h  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e  o f  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d . 

T h e  r e m a i n s  o f  a  M a l a y  s k e l e t o n  w e r e  a l s o  r e c o v e r e d 

( i n  2 0 0 4 ,  b y  p o l i c e )  f o l l o w i n g  e x p o s u r e  a f t e r  a  c y c l o n e 

a t  a  l o c a t i o n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2  k i l o m e t r e s  s o u t h  o f  t h e 

n o r t h e r n  t i p  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  S h o l l  v i s i t e d  t h e  F l y i n g  F o a m 

P a s s a g e  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 7 2  a n d  m e n t i o n e d  a  c r e e k  u s e d 

b y  t h e  p e a r l e r s  f o r  w a t e r  a n d  b a t h i n g  ( S h o l l  1 8 / 2 / 1 8 7 3 , 

c i t e d  i n  H u t c h i n s o n  1 9 7 3 ) .  T h e  m a t e r i a l  r e c o r d  s e e m s  t o 

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  p r e v i o u s l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  ‘ R o c k y 

P o o l  C r e e k ’ ,  ‘ C e m e t e r y  B e a c h  a t  W a t e r i n g  B a y ’  a n d 

‘ C o p p e r  B e a c h ’  ( F i g u r e  1 2 .1 )  w a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  h e  v i s i t e d .

I n  a  p u b l i s h e d  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  F l y i n g  F o a m 

P a s s a g e  i n  1 8 6 9 ,  R i c h m o n d  T h a t c h e r  ( 1 8 6 9 )  o b s e r v e d 

t h a t  t h e  p e a r l i n g  l u g g e r s  a n d  w h a l e r s  a n c h o r e d  i n 

F l y i n g  F o a m  P a s s a g e ,  w h e r e  t h e y  o b t a i n e d  w a t e r  f r o m 

b o t h  A n g e l  a n d  D o l p h i n  i s l a n d s .  T h a t c h e r  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 

p r e s e n c e  o f  p e t r o g l y p h s ,  c o m p a r i n g  t h e m  f a v o u r a b l y 

w i t h  o t h e r  A b o r i g i n a l  a r t  h e  h a d  s e e n ,  r e c o g n i s i n g  r e p -

r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  ‘ l i z a r d s ,  t u r t l e s ,  k a n g a r o o s  e t c . ’  a s  w e l l 

a s  h i s t o r i c a l  e n g r a v i n g s  o f  v e s s e l s  w i t h  ‘ t h e  d a t e s  a n d 

n a m e s  o f  t h e  c r e w ’  ( T h a t c h e r  1 8 6 9 ,  3 0  O c t o b e r ) . 

I n  1 9 7 0  r e p o r t s  o f  h u m a n  r e m a i n s  f o u n d  i n  t h i s  a r e a 

w e r e  m a d e  t o  t h e  W A  M u s e u m .  T h e n  D i r e c t o r  D a v i d 

H u t c h i n s o n  i n s p e c t e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  i n  1 9 7 3 ,  t h e  s a m e 

y e a r  D i x  a n d  R a n d o l p h  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  r e c o r d e d  s e v e r a l 

a r t  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  s c a t t e r  s i t e s  n o w  r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P l a n n i n g ,  L a n d s  a n d  H e r i t a g e  ( D P L H ) . 

T h e r e  w a s  a  s u b s e q u e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  1 9 7 9  b y  M c I l r o y, 

w h o  d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  w h o l e  a r e a  a  ‘ r e s e r v e ’  ( M c I l r o y  1 9 7 9 : 

3 7 ;  n o t e  w e  h a v e  c h o s e n  t o  c o n s i s t e n t l y  u s e  t h i s  s p e l l i n g 

o f  h i s  l a s t  n a m e  g i v e n  v a r i o u s  s p e l l i n g s  o n  d i f f e r e n t 

r e p o r t s :  M c I l r o y / M a c I l r o y / M a c i l r o y / m a c i l r o y / M C  I L R O Y ) , 

a l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  n o t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  h e l d  b y  t h e 

D P L H .  M c I l r o y ’ s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  ( t h e n )  A u s t r a l i a n  H e r i t a g e 

C o m m i s s i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  i t s  l i s t i n g  o n  t h e  ( p r e v i o u s ) 

R e g i s t e r  o f  N a t i o n a l  E s t a t e  P l a c e s  ( R e g i s t e r  N a t i o n a l 

E s t a t e  P l a c e  N o .  1 0 1 0 8 ) .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  i t s  s t a t e m e n t  o f 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  s u g g e s t s  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  l i s t e d : 

T h e  n o m i n a t e d  l o c a t i o n  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a  w a t e r i n g  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  p e a r l i n g  f l e e t  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 6 0 s – 7 0 s , 

a n  i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  n o r t h - w e s t  o f  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  ( W A )  ( C r i t e r i o n  A . 4 ) . 

H o w e v e r,  t h e r e  i s  n o  c o n c l u s i v e  a r c h i v a l  o r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  n o m i n a t o r s 

c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  b u r i a l s  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  i n d u s t r y .  E n t r y  o f  t h i s  p l a c e 

i n  t h e  R e g i s t e r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E s t a t e  c a n n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e  j u s t i f i e d .

T h e  s i t e  i s  a l s o  l i s t e d  a s  a  W A  H e r i t a g e  C o u n c i l  P l a c e  ( N o .  0 8 6 6 7 ) .

D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  s u r vey
F i e l d w o r k  t o o k  p l a c e  h e r e  o n  6 – 9  M a y  2 0 1 8 ,  a n d  a  t o t a l 

3 0  p r o j e c t  p e r s o n  d a y s  w e r e  s p e n t  i n  t h i s  e m b a y m e n t 

o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  F l y i n g  F o a m  P a s s a g e .  T h e  m a i n 

p u r p o s e  o f  o u r  f i e l d w o r k  w a s  t o  r e c o r d  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l 

e l e m e n t s ;  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  s i x  k n o w n  g r a v e s  a t  t h e 

s o u t h e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  b e a c h  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  g r a f f i t i  o n 

t h e  b e a c h f r o n t  a n d  w i t h i n  R o c k y  P o o l  C r e e k  a t  t h e 

n o r t h e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  b e a c h  ( F i g u r e s  1 2 .1 – 1 2 . 3 ;  s e e 

M u l v a n e y  2 0 1 8 ) .  H i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  a t t e s t s  t o  t h e  u s e 

o f  t h i s  p l a c e  a n d  p o t a b l e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  b y  t h e  l o c a l 

p e a r l i n g  f l e e t .  W h i l e  r e c o r d i n g  b a l l a s t  a n d  c a r e e n i n g 

e v i d e n c e  o n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  m u d f l a t s ,  w e  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d 

a  s i g n i f i c a n t  A b o r i g i n a l  i n t e r t i d a l  s i t e  ( D o r t c h  e t  a l . 

2 0 1 9 ;  M o r r i s o n  2 0 1 9 ;  a n d  s e e  B e n j a m i n  e t  a l .  2 0 2 0 ) .  W e 

a l s o  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  d o c u m e n t e d  t h e  A b o r i g i n a l  r o c k  a r t 

l o c a t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  p o o l s  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k  l i n e  a n d  o n 

a n  o u t c r o p  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  b e a c h .  T h e  b e d r o c k  h e r e 

i s  b l o c k y  g r a n o p h y r e  i n t r u d e d  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f  d o l e r i t e 

d y k e s  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 ) .  T h e  t o p o g r a p h y  i s  d i s s e c t e d  b l o c k 

f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  k n o l l s  a n d  r i d g e s ,  c l e a v e d  b y  n a r r o w 

g u l l i e s  a n d  r o c k y  c r e e k  l i n e s .  T h e  s a n d y  f l a t s  a r e 

d o m i n a t e d  b y  s p i n i f e x  g r o u n d  c o v e r  a n d  s t u n t e d  w h i t e , 

s m o o t h - b a r k  e u c a l y p t s  ( E u c a l y p t u s  v i c t r i x ) . 
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F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 .  S u r f a c e  g e o l o g y  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  F l y i n g  F o a m  P a s s a g e  s h o w i n g  l o c a t i o n  w o r k  o n  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d . 

F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e  r e c o r d i n g  f r o m  M c I l r o y  1 9 7 9  a n d  l i s t i n g s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  
o v e r l a i n  o n  t h e  L a n d g a t e  2 0 2 2  i m a g e r y . 

A  t o t a l  o f  1 3  s i t e s ,  s i x  w i t h  r o c k  a r t ,  a r e  d e f i n e d  b a s e d 

o n  t h e  2 0 1 8  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  s u r v e y  r e c o r d s  ( Ta b l e  1 2 .1  a n d 

F i g u r e  1 2 . 4 ) .  F o u r  s i t e s  ( D P L H  1 1 7 0 8 ;  D P L H  1 1 7 0 9 ;  D P L H 

1 1 6 6 8 ;  a n d  D P L H  1 1 6 6 9 )  w e r e  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o r d e d  a n d 

r e g i s t e r e d  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 ) .  W h i l e  t h e  D P L H  s i t e  f i l e s  d o 

n o t  p r o v i d e  d e t a i l e d  l o c a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  d e s c r i p -

t i o n s  ( a n d  s o m e  p h o t o g r a p h s )  m a t c h  w i t h  t h o s e  a r e a s 

r e c o r d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  2 0 1 8  f i e l d w o r k  w i t h  s o m e  m i n o r 

a d d i t i o n s .  T h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  S i t e  D P L H  1 1 7 0 8  i n d i c a t e s 

t h e  s i t e  r e c o r d e d  b y  W a r w i c k  D i x  a n d  P e t e r  R a n d o l p h  i n 

1 9 7 3  m a y  h a v e  e x t e n d e d  n o r t h  t o  i n c l u d e  w h a t  i s  n o w 

M L P - D I 0 0 3  a n d  M L P - D I 0 1 3 .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  P o o l s  3 – 5  p h o -

t o g r a p h e d  b y  ( M c I l r o y  1 9 7 9 :  3 7 )  −  D P L H  1 1 6 6 8  a n d  D P L H 

1 1 6 6 9  −  h a s  c o n t i n u o u s  r o c k  a r t  a n d  i s  n o w  c l a s s i f i e d  a s 

a  s i n g l e  s i t e . 

T h e  b o u n d a r i e s  f o r  t w o  o t h e r  r e c o r d e d  s i t e s  ( D P L H 

1 1 7 1 0  a n d  D P L H  1 1 6 7 0 )  e x t e n d  a c r o s s  t h e  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d 

s u r v e y  a r e a :  h o w e v e r,  b o t h  s i t e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e 

t h e  s u r v e y  a r e a ,  o n e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t o  t h e 

s o u t h  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 ) .  T h e  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  r e c o r d e d  r o c k 

a r t  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  s i n g l e  s a m p l e  i n 

t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 )  a n d  w e  p r o v i d e  d e t a i l e d 

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s  a n d  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s 

( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  g r a v e s )  a r o u n d  C e m e t e r y  B e a c h . 

SITE TYPES NO. %

Structure 4 30.8
Art; grinding 2 15.4

Historical 2 15.4

Art 2 15.4

Art; structure; grinding 1 7.7

Art; structure; artefacts; grinding; quarry; historical 1 7. 7

Historical; artefacts 1 7.7

Total 13 100

T a b l e  1 2 . 1 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  s i t e  t y p e s .
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F i g u r e  1 2 . 4 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  S a m p l e  A r e a  s h o w i n g  l o c a t i o n  o f  w o r k  f o c u s ,  p r o j e c t  s i t e  r e c o r d s  a n d  h e r i t a g e  s i t e  t y p e s .

A r t e f a c t s  a n d  s t o n e  s t r u c t u re s  re l a t i n g  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c 

p e a r l i n g  i n d u s t r y  a l o n g  w i t h  A b o r i g i n a l  s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s  a n d 

ro c k  a r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  a n d  s u b t i d a l  zo n e , 

w e re  re c o rd e d  ( F i g u re  1 2 .4 ) .  T h e  b e a c h  s t re t c h e s  fo r  s o m e 

6 2 0  m e t re s  n o r t h – s o u t h  a n d  i s  u p  t o  1 0 0   m  w i d e ,  b a c ke d  b y 

t h e  r i s i n g  g ra n o p h y re  b l o c k y  s l o p e s  ( F i g u re  1 2 . 5 ) .  T h e re  i s 

a n  A b o r i g i n a l  q u a r r y  s i t e  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  b e a c h . 

T h e  s i t e  c o m p l ex  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  R o c k y  Po o l  C re e k  ( D P L H 

1 1 7 0 9  /  M L P- D I 0 0 9 )  i s  t o w a rd s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  b e a c h , 

a n d  t h e re  a re  a l s o  a n  i s o l a t e d  p e t ro g l y p h  s i t e  ( M L P- D I 0 1 0 ) 

a n d  t w o  l a rg e r  s i t e s  ( M L P- D I 0 1 2 ,  D P L H  1 1 6 6 9   /  M L P- D I 0 1 1 ) 

f u r t h e r  u p s t re a m  fo c u s e d  a ro u n d  s e m i - p e r m a n e n t  ro c k  p o o l s 

( F i g u re  1 2 - 5 c ) .  Fo u r  o t h e r  s i t e s  w i t h  ro c k  a r t  ( Ta b l e  1 2 . 3 ) 

i n c l u d e  o n e  m e d i u m - s i ze d  a s s e m b l a g e  ( M L P- D I 0 0 1 )  a ro u n d 

a  ro c k  o u t c ro p  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  b e a c h ;  t h i s  a l s o  h a s  a  c o n c e n -

t ra t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  a r t e f a c t s  ( F i g u re  1 2 - 5 d ) . 

 

F i g u r e  1 2 . 5 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  l a n d s c a p e s :  ( a )  t h e  s t o n e - l i n e d  M a l a y  p e a r l e r s ’  g r a v e s ;  ( b )  v i e w  o f  a r t e f a c t s  i n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  a r e a  o f 
F l y i n g  F o a m  P a s s a g e ;  ( c )  m i d - s e c t i o n s  o f  R o c k y  P o o l  C r e e k ;  ( d )  i s o l a t e d  o u t c r o p  ( M L P - D I 0 0 1 )  n e a r  t h e  b e a c h  w h e r e  7 2  p e t r o g l y p h s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d .

F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d :  ( t o p )  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o r d e d  A b o r i g i n a l  s i t e s ;  ( b o t t o m )  v e r i f i e d  D P L H  r e c o r d s  a u d i t e d  b y  C R A R + M . 



8 M U R U J U G A  -  D Y N A M I C S  O F  T H E  D R E A M I N G 9D o l p h I n  I s l A n D  A r c h A e o l o g y 

O f  t h e  1 3 4  a n t h r o p o m o r p h i c  f i g u r e s ,  m o s t  a r e  t h e 

l i n e a r  ( s t i c k )  f i g u r e s ,  w i t h  s i d e - p r o f i l e  f i g u r e s  t h e  n e x t 

p r o l i f i c .  S o l i d  f i g u r e s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  d o m i n a n t  g r a p h i c 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  S i x  e x a m p l e s  o f  e a r l y  M u r u j u g a  a n t h r o p o -

m o r p h  s t y l e s ,  t h e  d e c o r a t e d - i n f i l l  f i g u r e  a n d  t h e  a r c h a i c 

f a c e ,  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  a m o n g s t  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e .  O n e  o f 

t h e  t w o  r e c o r d e d  f a c e s  w a s  r e p o r t e d  b y  W A  M u s e u m 

s t a f f  s o m e  5 0  y e a r s  a g o  ( D i x  1 9 7 7 ) .  T h e s e  e a r l y  a n t h r o -

p o m o r p h i c  f o r m s  a r e  i n  t h e  u p p e r  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  R o c k y 

P o o l  v a l l e y,  s o m e  5 0 0   m  e a s t  o f  t h e  b e a c h  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 7 ) . 

M o r e  r e c e n t  h u m a n  f o r m s  w e r e  f o u n d  o n  t h e  o u t c r o p 

c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  b e a c h .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e s e  i m a g e s 

w e r e  p r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r i o d  b y  t h e  s e t t l e r 

o r  p e a r l i n g  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e s h  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d 

u n u s u a l  s t y l e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 8   c , 

d ) .

SUBJECT NO. % SUBJECT NO. %

Anthropomorphic Tracks
Decorated-infill figure 4 0.8 Bird track 32 6.3

Face 2 0.4 Human foot 7 1.4

Linear figure 65 12.8 Human hand 1 0.2

Outline figure 1 0.2 Macropod track 11 2.2

Profile figure 38 7.5 Zoomorphic

Solid figure 24 4.7 Animal part 4 0.8

Geometric Bird 29 5.7

Angular 20 3.9 Fish 29 5.7

Arc 56 11.0 Lizard 7 1.4

Circular 6 1.2 Macropod 12 2.4

Complex 6 1.2 Quadruped 8 1.6

Dot 12 2.4 Stingray 4 0.8

Dot and line 1 0.2 Turtle 22 4.3

Linear 39 7.7

Material culture 8 1.6

Oval 52 10.3

Rayed 7 1.4 Total 507 100

T a b l e  1 2 . 4 .  S u b j e c t  p r o p o r t i o n s  f o r  i d e n t i f i a b l e  m o t i f s .

O u r  r e c o r d i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  c .   2 0 %  o f  t h i s  D o l p h i n 

I s l a n d  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  z o o m o r p h i c  ( Ta b l e  1 2 . 4 ) .  B i r d s  a n d 

f i s h  a r e  t h e  d o m i n a n t  s u b j e c t s  ( F i g u r e  1 2 - 9 ) ,  f o l l o w e d 

c l o s e l y  b y  t u r t l e s  ( F i g u r e  1 2 -1 0 )  a n d  o t h e r  m a r i n e 

t h e m e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f o u r  m a r i n e  t a i l s  a n d  f o u r  s t i n g r a y s . 

D i s p l a y i n g  a  l o t  o f  v a r i a b i l i t y  a r e  t h e  b i r d  m o t i f s ,  t h e s e 

m o s t l y  c o m p r i s i n g  w a t e r  b i r d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  p e l i c a n ,  a n d 

v a r i e t i e s  w i t h  o n e  o r  t w o  l e g s  d e p i c t e d .  T h e r e  i s  o n e 

s p r e a d - e a g l e d  b i r d  ( w i n g s  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e ) ,  w i t h  f e e t  o n 

b o t h  s h o r t  l e g s .  T h e  t e r r e s t r i a l  f a u n a  i n c l u d e s  a  s m a l l 

n u m b e r  o f  m a c r o p o d s  ( n o n e  o f  t h e s e  h a v e  f a t  t a i l s )  a n d 

t h e  o n l y  r e p t i l e  d e p i c t i o n s  a r e  s e v e n  l i z a r d s .  O f  t h e  e i g h t 

q u a d r u p e d s ,  t w o  a r e  d i n g o s  a n d  a n o t h e r  i s  a  t h y l a c i n e . 

T w o  v e r y  s m a l l  q u a d r u p e d s  r e c o r d e d  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s 

p o s s i b l e  s h e e p  ( t h e y  h a v e  f o u r  s h o r t  s t r a i g h t  l e g s  a n d 

r o u n d e d  b o d i e s  a n d  a r e  i n  a n  a r e a  t h a t  h a s  n u m e r o u s 

h i s t o r i c a l  w o r d s ) .  Te r r e s t r i a l  s p e c i e s  a r e  l e s s  c o m m o n 

t h a n  m a r i n e  s p e c i e s  ( F i g u r e  1 2 -1 1 ) . 

B i r d  t r a c k s  d o m i n a t e  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  t r a c k 

a s s e m b l a g e  ( Ta b l e  1 2 . 4 ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  m a c r o p o d  t r a c k s , 

w h i l e  h u m a n  f e e t  ( a n d  a  s i n g l e  h u m a n  h a n d )  a r e  l e s s 

c o m m o n  ( F i g u r e  1 2 -1 2 ) .

ro c k  A r t
A  t o t a l  o f  2 7 8  p a n e l s  w i t h  5 6 4  m o t i f s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d . 

T h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p a n e l s  p l a c e s  t h i s  r o c k 

a r t  w i t h i n  s i x  s i t e s  ( Ta b l e  1 2 . 2 ) .  D u e  t o  t i m e  c o n s t r a i n t s , 

g r a f f i t i  o n l y  w a s  r e c o r d e d  a t  M L P - D I 0 1 3 .  T h e r e  i s  s i g n i f i -

c a n t l y  m o r e ,  u n r e c o r d e d ,  r o c k  a r t  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .

SITE NAME MOTIF 
COUNT

DPLH 11709 (MLP-DI009) 258
MLP-DI012 120

DPLH 11669 (DPLH 11668 and MLP-DI011) 109

MLP-DI001 72

MLP-DI013 4

MLP-DI010 1

Total 564

T a b l e  1 2 . 2 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  r o c k  a r t  s i t e s ,  s h o w i n g  t o t a l  m o t i f s  r e c o r d e d .

G e o m e t r i c  m o t i f s  d o m i n a t e  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  ( Ta b l e 

1 2 . 3 )  w i t h  a n t h r o p o m o r p h i c  a n d  z o o m o r p h i c  m o t i f s 

p r e s e n t  i n  h i g h  n u m b e r s .  Tr a c k s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e . 

MOTIF CLASS NO. %F DEPICTIVE %F

Anthropomorphic 134 23.8 134 26.4
Geometric 207 36.7 207 40.8

Other 57 10.1 – –

Tracks 51 9.0 51 10.1

Zoomorphic 115 20.4 115 22.7

Total 564 100.0 507 100.0

T a b l e  1 2 . 3 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  c l a s s  p r o p o r t i o n s .

T h e  2 0 7  r e c o r d e d  g e o m e t r i c  m o t i f s  f e a t u r e  t e n 

s u b j e c t s  ( Ta b l e  1 2 . 5 ) .  T h e  d o m i n a n t  g r a p h i c  e l e m e n t s 

a r e  a r c s  a n d  o v a l s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  l i n e a r  a n d  a n g u l a r 

g e o m e t r i c  d e s i g n s .  M a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  i t e m s  a r e  g r o u p e d 

w i t h  t h e  g e o m e t r i c s  g i v e n  t h e i r  g r a p h i c  e l e m e n t s  b e s t 

s u i t  t h i s  a s c r i p t i o n .  H e r e ,  e i g h t  b o o m e r a n g s  w i t h  d i s t i n c t 

f o r m  a n d  t a p e r i n g  a t  e n d s  ( i . e .  i n c l u d i n g  o n e  w h i c h  i s 

d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  n u m b e r  7  b o o m e r a n g )  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  i n 

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  5 6  o t h e r  a r c s  o f  v a r y i n g  s h a p e s  a n d  s i z e s 

i n  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e  ( F i g u r e  1 2 - 6 a ,  e ) . 

I n t r i c a t e  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  l i n e  a n d  d o t  g r a p h i c 

e l e m e n t s ,  w h i c h  i s  a  f e a t u r e  o f  a n  e a r l y  a r t i s t i c  t r a d i t i o n 

w i t h i n  M u r u j u g a ,  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  a m o n g s t  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e 

( n = 6 ;  s e e  F i g u r e  1 2 . 6 b ) .

F i g u r e  1 2 . 6 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  W a t e r i n g  B a y  a s s e m b l a g e  w i t h  s e l e c t i o n  o f  g e o m e t r i c  i m a g e s :  ( a )  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e ,  b o o m e r a n g ;  ( b ) 
d o t  a n d  l i n e  g r a p h i c ;  ( c )  c o m p l e x ;  ( d )  r a y e d ;  ( e )  a r c  s e t ;  ( f )  d o t  s e t ;  ( g )  o v a l ;  ( h )  l i n e a r ;  a n d  ( i )  a n g u l a r .
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F i g u r e  1 2 . 8 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  R o c k y  C r e e k  a s s e m b l a g e :  ( a )  S a r a h  d e  K o n i n g  r e c o r d i n g  ( b )  o n e  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s h e e p  d e p i c t i o n s ; 
( c )  J o  M c D o n a l d  i n s p e c t i n g  a  p a n e l  o n  t h e  o u t c r o p  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  b e a c h  s h o w i n g  a  r e c e n t  a n t h r o p o m o r p h i c  f i g u r e ;  ( d ) 

c l o s e - u p  o f  t h e  f i g u r e  s u p e r i m p o s e d  o n  e a r l i e r  r o w  o f  a n t h r o p o m o r p h s . 

F i g u r e  1 2 . 9 .  F i s h  i m a g e s  f r o m  t h e  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  W a t e r i n g  B a y  a s s e m b l a g e .  T h e  c o m p l e x  p a n e l  o n  t h e  r i g h t  f e a t u r e s  a  p e l i c a n , 
s e v e r a l  f i s h  a n d  a  s t i n g r a y  a t  t h e  b a s e .

F i g u r e  1 2 . 7 .  L o o k i n g  s o u t h  a c r o s s  R o c k y  C r e e k  a n d  t h e  b i g g e s t  w a t e r h o l e  ( P o o l  3 )  s h o w i n g  j u s t  a  f e w  o f  t h e  m a n y ,  m o s t l y 
r e c e n t ,  m o t i f s  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n :  ( a )  f i s h  o v e r  o l d e r  b i r d ;  ( b )  c r a b ;  ( d )  b i r d  a n d  f i s h  o n  d i f f e r e n t  p a n e l s ;  a n d  ( e )  a  c o m p o s i t i o n 

o f  f o u r  f i n n e d  f i s h  o n  t h e  i n n e r  e a s t - f a c i n g  w a l l  a b o v e  t h e  r o c k  p o o l .
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F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 2 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  W a t e r i n g  B a y  a s s e m b l a g e  w i t h  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t r a c k  i m a g e s :  ( a – b )  a n t h r o p o m o r p h i c  f o o t ;  ( c – d ) 
m a c r o p o d ;  ( e – j )  t h r e e  a n d  f o u r - t o e d  b i r d  t r a c k s  a n d  t r a i l s .

T h e  m a i n  f o r m  u s e d  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h i s 

a s s e m b l a g e  i s  l i n e a r,  c l o s e l y  f o l l o w e d  b y  s o l i d ,  a n d 

l i n e a r  +  s o l i d  f o r m s  ( Ta b l e  1 2 . 6 ) .  P a t t e r n e d  i n f i l l  i s  f o u n d 

o n  o n l y  2 0  m o t i f s  ( 3 . 4 % ) ,  s e v e n  o f  w h i c h  a r e  t u r t l e s  w i t h 

c a r a p a c e  d e s i g n s  a n d  t h r e e  a r e  d e c o r a t e d - i n f i l l  a n t h r o -

p o m o r p h i c  f i g u r e s .

OTHER COUNT % F

Fragments 2 3.5
Graffiti 22 38.6

Grinding patch 19 33.3

Linear other 13 22.8

Random pecking 1 1.8

Total 57 100.0

T a b l e  1 2 . 5 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  ‘ o t h e r ’  m o t i f  c l a s s  s u b j e c t  p r o p o r t i o n s .

G r i n d i n g  p a t c h e s  a n d  o t h e r  u t i l i t a r i a n  m a r k s  r e c o r d e d 

a s  ‘ O t h e r ’  a r e  o n l y  p r e s e n t  i n  s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n s .  G i v e n 

t h e  m o d e r a t e l y  c o a r s e - g r a i n e d  g r a n o p h y r e  b e d r o c k , 

r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  l i n e a r  s c r a t c h i n g s  w e r e  d o c u m e n t e d 

h e r e .  T h e  r e a s o n a b l y  h i g h  n u m b e r  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  g r a f f i t i 

e l e m e n t s  a n d /o r  i n s c r i p t i o n s  a t t e s t s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l 

u s e  o f  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  b y  p e a r l e r s  ( Ta b l e  1 2 . 5 ) ,  a l t h o u g h 

s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  p r o d u c e d 

m o r e  r e c e n t l y .  C l e a r  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  g r a f f i t i  a r e  s h o w n 

i n  F i g u r e  1 2 .1 3  a n d  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  m o r e 

d e t a i l  b e l o w.

F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 0 .  T u r t l e  i m a g e s  f r o m  t h e  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  W a t e r i n g  B a y  a s s e m b l a g e ,  s h o w i n g  ( a )  a  c o m p o s i t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  f i v e 
t u r t l e s  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  c a r a p a c e  p a t t e r n s  a n d  s h o w n  w i t h  t r a i l s ;  a n d  ( b – g )  t h e  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  t e c h n i q u e ,  w e a t h e r i n g  a n d  d e s i g n 

i n  t h i s  m o t i f .

F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 1 .  F a u n a l  i m a g e s  f r o m  t h e  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  W a t e r i n g  B a y  a s s e m b l a g e  w i t h :  ( a – c )  m a c r o p o d ;  ( d – e )  b i r d ;  ( f ) 
q u a d r u p e d ,  p r o b a b l y  a  d i n g o ;  a n d  ( g – h )  l i z a r d s .
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A s  w i t h  m o s t  M u r u j u g a  r o c k  a r t ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  ( 6 7 % )  o f 

m o t i f s  a r e  < 3 0   c m  i n  s i z e .  N o  m o t i f s  r e c o r d e d  h e r e  w e r e 

o v e r  1  m  i n  l e n g t h  a n d  o n l y  3 7  p e t r o g l y p h s  ( 7 . 4 % )  a r e  o v e r 

5 0   c m  l o n g .  T h i s  s i z e  r a n g e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  s m a l l e r 

a v a i l a b l e  b l o c k  s u r f a c e s  i n  R o c k y  C r e e k .  T h e  l a r g e s t 

f i g u r e s  a r e  a  m a c r o p o d  d e p i c t i o n  ( 9 8   c m )  a n d  a  l i z a r d 

( 9 7   c m ) ,  w h i l e  o n e  p r o f i l e  a n t h r o p o m o r p h  m e a s u r e s 

8 5   c m  a n d  a  p e l i c a n  8 3   c m  i n  l e n g t h  ( s e e  F i g u r e  1 2 - 9 ) . 

SIZE  
CATEGORY (CM) COUNT %F

1–10 54 10.7
11–20 188 37.1

21–30 100 19.7

31–40 87 17.2

41–50 41 8.1

51–60 18 3.6

61–70 9 1.8

71–80 4 0.8

81–90 4 0.8

91–100 2 0.4

Total 507 100

T a b l e  1 2 . 8 .  S i z e  o f  i d e n t i f i e d  m o t i f  c l a s s e s  a t  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d .

O n l y  4 %  o f  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  h e a v i l y  w e a t h e r e d 

( C S 1 ) ,  w h i l e  a l m o s t  h a l f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  i n  t h e  l e s s 

w e a t h e r e d  /  m o r e  r e c e n t  p e r i o d s  ( Ta b l e  1 2 . 9 ) .  A s  i s  f o u n d 

e l s e w h e r e  a c r o s s  M u r u j u g a ,  t e r r e s t r i a l  f a u n a  s u b j e c t s 

d o m i n a t e  t h e  l o w - c o n t r a s t  r a n g e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  a r c h a i c 

f a c e s  a n d  o l d e r  M u r u j u g a  h u m a n  f o r m s  a n d  c o m p l e x 

f i g u r a t i v e  m o t i f s .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  m a r i n e  s u b j e c t s  a r e  m o r e 

f r e q u e n t l y  i n  h i g h e r  c o n t r a s t  s t a t e s .  H e r e  t h e r e  i s  a l s o 

a  s p a t i a l  s e p a r a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  e a r l i e r  a r t  b e i n g  l o c a t e d 

a r o u n d  t h e  u p p e r  p o o l s  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  v a l l e y,  w h i l e  t h e 

m o r e  r e c e n t ,  m a r i n e  t h e m e s  a r e  f o c u s e d  a t  t h e  b e a c h 

a n d  i n  t h e  l o w e r  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  c r e e k  l i n e .

CONTRAST STATE COUNT %F

CS1 18 3.7
CS2 87 17.8

CS3 127 26.0

CS4 195 40.0

CS5 61 12 .5

NA 19 –

Total 507 100.0

T a b l e  1 2 . 9 .  C o n t r a s t  s t a t e  o f  
i d e n t i f i e d  m o t i f  c l a s s e s .

h i s to r i ca l  r o c k  a r t
T h i s  g r a f f i t i  i s  d o m i n a t e d  b y  n a m e s ,  i n i t i a l s  a n d  d a t e s , 

a n d  l a r g e l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  w e s t  e n d  o f  t h e 

c r e e k ,  d o w n s t r e a m  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  p o o l  ( F i g u r e  1 2 -1 4 ) . 

T h e  f i v e  n u m e r i c a l  d a t e s  r a n g e  f r o m  1 8 7 0  t o  1 9 1 9 ,  w i t h 

o n e  u n c l e a r  e x a m p l e  p o s s i b l y  f r o m  t h e  1 8 6 0 s  ( F i g u r e 

1 2 -1 7 ) .  M o s t  i n s c r i p t i o n s  d o  n o t  p r o v i d e  s u f f i c i e n t 

a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  c o n d u c t  a  m e a n i n g f u l  h i s t o r i c a l 

a n a l y s i s .  T h e  d a t e s  i n d i c a t e  m u l t i p l e  e r a s  o f  u s e ,  f o r 

e x a m p l e  ‘ 1 8 8 7 ’  a n d  ‘ 1 9 1 9 ’ .  S e v e r a l  i n s c r i p t i o n s  m a y  b e 

l i n k e d  t o  n o t a b l e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .

F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 3 .  S e l e c t e d  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  g r a f f i t i  t r a c e d  o n t o  t h e  e n h a n c e d  p a n e l  p h o t o g r a p h s :  ( a )  H  T  1 8 7 2  a n d  W  H  1 8 6  ( 3 ? ) ;  ( b ) 
C  W  F e r g u s o n  1 8 7 0 ;  ( c )  T o n k i n ;  a n d  ( d )  R O Y  8 7 3 .

FORM COUNT %F

Linear 181 35.7
Solid 114 22.5

Linear; solid 110 21.7

Linear; outline 33 6.5

Outline 30 5.9

Linear; outline; pattern 13 2.6

Outline; solid 8 1.6

Marks 5 1.0

Other combination forms 13 2.6

Total 507 100

T a b l e  1 2 . 6 .  F o r m  o f  d e p i c t i v e  m o t i f s .

A s  i s  f o u n d  g e n e r a l l y  o n  g r a n o p h y r e  g e o l o g y, 

p e c k i n g  d o m i n a t e s  t h i s  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  a s s e m b l a g e 

( Ta b l e  1 2 . 7 ) .  A  s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  a s s e m b l a g e  i s  t h a t 

a n  e q u a l  p o r t i o n  o f  f i s h  i m a g e s  u t i l i s e  e i t h e r  p e c k i n g 

o r  a b r a s i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  b e i n g  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f 

t h e s e  t w o  t e c h n i q u e s  ( 1 7 . 2 % ) .  T h i s  t e c h n i c a l  p e c u l i a r i t y 

i n  m o t i f  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  a l s o  o b s e r v a b l e  i n  t h e  m a c r o p o d s 

( s e e  F i g u r e  1 2 . 9  a n d  F i g u r e  1 2 .1 1 ) . 

F i v e  o f  t h e  2 2  i t e m s  o f  g r a f f i t i  u s e  t h i s  s i m i l a r  v a r i e t y 

o f  t e c h n i q u e s ,  w i t h  a n o t h e r  f o u r  e x a m p l e s  i n c o r p o r a t i n g 

a b r a s i o n  p l u s  p e c k i n g .  T h e  m o r e  u s u a l  m e t h o d  f o r  s u c h 

m a r k i n g s  i s  s c r a t c h i n g .  O n l y  s i x  o f  t h e  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d 

g r a f f i t i  w e r e  s c r a t c h e d ,  w i t h  a n o t h e r  t w o  u s i n g  b o t h 

s c r a t c h i n g  p l u s  a b r a s i o n . 

TECHNIQUE COUNT %F

Pecked 395 77.9
Abraded 66 13.0

Pecked + abraded 20 3.9

Scratched 9 1.8

Gouged; pecked 5 1.0

Combination techniques 12 2.4

Total 507 100.0

T a b l e  1 2 . 7 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  i d e n t i f i e d  m o t i f  c l a s s e s .
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F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 5 .  G r a f f i t i  f o u n d  a l o n g  R o c k y  P o o l  C r e e k  i n  a  m a i n  c l u s t e r  a n d  m o r e  d i s p e r s e d  ( s e e  F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 4 ) .

F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 4 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  i n s c r i p t i o n s  a n d  g r a f f i t i  d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

MOTIF DETAIL DESCRIPTION 

Coastal
DIA02-2018-E001-01 Two masted sailing boats with superstructure and one keel; superimposed over a fish

DIA02-2018-E002-01
G V GEORGE - 

VINCENT

DIA02-2018-E003-01 G V

DIA02-2018-E004-01 SOIM GV Indistinct letters, see drawing. 

Lower pool 

DIA02-2018-B015-01 C W FERGUSO 1873

DIA02-2018-B026-02
H T 1872 

WH 
186?

Thin abrasions with parallel guidelines above and below  
Pecked letters, with guidelines scratched; superimposed over raised arm solid anthropomorph 
Thin numbers, last one unclear

DIA02-2018-B027-02 A

DIA02-2018-B027-03 J I/L(?); or H Combined may be incomplete H

DIA02-2018-B048-01 H

DIA02-2018-B049-01 TONKIN Tonkin and additional scratching

DIA02-2018-C028-01 Very superficial scratching, chevron design

DIA02-2018-C029-02 J.P new outline of fish added?

DIA02-2018-C032-01 1919 HALL ??

DIA02-2018-C034-01
ROY 
1873

DIA02-2018-C035-01
?? 
GH

Indistinct marking GH

DIA02-2018-C036-01 A

DIA02-2018-C037-01 A

Upper creek line

DIA02-2018-B098-04 1887
Most visible is a date 1887 once image enhanced with D-stretch 
Some scratched marks at the top which may once have been letters

DIA02-2018-B130-01 F. A . W [indistinguishable date below]

DIA02-2018-B149-02 JZEM(?)V

DIA02-2018-C092-01 NO Someone had covered with a rock

T a b l e  1 2 . 1 0 .  H i s t o r i c a l  i n s c r i p t i o n s  d e t a i l s  a t  W a t e r i n g  B a y ,  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  ( s e e  F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 5  a n d  F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 6 ) .
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F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 7 .  I n n e r  v a l l e y  e n g r a v i n g s :  V i c t o r i a  W a d e  a n d  R a c h e l  B e l l  r e c o r d i n g  p a n e l  B 1 3 0 .F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 6 .  H i s t o r i c a l  i n s c r i p t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  b e a c h  ( M L P - D I 0 1 3 )  w i t h  a n  i m a g e  o f  a  b o a t  a n d  i n s c r i p t i o n s  r e l a t e d  
t o  ( t h e )  G e o r g e  V i n c e n t .
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a r r i v a l  i n  F r e m a n t l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o n e r  P l a n e t ;  o n b o a r d  w e r e 

S e r g t  a n d  M r s  V i n c e n t  a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  H .   W.  S h o l l 

( s o n  o f  R o b e r t  S h o l l )  a n d  L .  To n k i n  a l o n g  w i t h  ‘ a  n a t i v e ’ , 

p o s s i b l y  a  p r i s o n e r  g i v e n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  S e r g e a n t 

V i n c e n t  ( F i g u r e  1 2 .1 9 ) .

F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 9 .  N e w s p a p e r  m e n t i o n s  o f  p e r s o n s  p o s s i b l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  g r a f f i t i :  ( a )  I n q u i r e r  a n d  C o m m e r c i a l  N e w s  ( P e r t h : 
1 8 5 5 – 1 9 0 1 ) ,  W e d n e s d a y  1 7  D e c e m b e r  1 8 7 9 ,  p a g e  2 ;  a n d  ( b )  H e r a l d  ( F r e m a n t l e :  1 8 6 7 – 1 8 8 6 ) ,  S a t u r d a y  2 5  D e c e m b e r  1 8 7 5 ,  p a g e  2 .

DIA02-2018-c034-01 -  ‘roy 1873‘
T h e  H e r a l d  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a n  A l m a n a c k  a n d  C o m m e r c i a l 

D i r e c t o r y  p r o d u c e d  a n n u a l l y  b e t w e e n  1 8 7 3  a n d  1 8 8 5 

l i s t e d  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  c o l o n y.  T h e  o n l y  i n d i v i d u a l  n a m e d 

R o y  w a s  a n  F.  R o y,  m e r c h a n t  a n d  s h i p p i n g  a g e n t ,  r e s i d e n t 

o f  C o s s a c k  i n  t h e  1 8 8 4  A l m a n a c k . 

DIA02-2018-c032-01 -  ‘1919 hall‘
T h e  H a l l  i n s c r i p t i o n  w i t h  d a t e  o f  1 9 1 9  ( v e r y  f a i n t )  c o n c e i v a b l y  r e l a t e s  t o  a  d e s c e n d a n t  o f  W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a r e  H a l l .

DIA02-2018-e001-01, e002-01 and e003-01
O n  t h e  b e a c h  i s  a n  i s o l a t e d  g r o u p  o f  p a n e l s  d e p i c t i n g  a 

s h i p  a n d  t h e  n a m e  G e o r g e  V i n c e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n i t i a l s 

G V  ( F i g u r e  1 2 .1 6 ) .  T h e r e  m a y  b e  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h 

S e r g e a n t  V i n c e n t ,  w h o  w a s  i n  R o e b o u r n e  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 s , 

a l t h o u g h  h i s  i n i t i a l  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  ‘ R ’  ( S e r g e a n t  R . 

V i n c e n t ,  R o e b o u r n e ,  4  J u l y  1 8 74 ,  R e p o r t ,  P o l i c e  R e c o r d s , 

A c c .  N o .  1 2 9 ,  B a t t y e  L i b r a r y  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a n  T i m e s ,  4 

S e p t e m b e r  1 8 74 ;  s e e  W r e c k s i t e  2 0 0 8 ) .  S e r g e a n t  V i n c e n t 

a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  f i v e  ‘ n a t i v e  p r i s o n e r s ’  a n d  a  c a r g o  o f  ‘ 6 8 

h h d s  p e a r l s h e l l ,  7 1  b a l e s  o f  w o o l ,  4  c a s k s  t a l l o w,  1 8  t o n s 

c o p p e r  o r e ,  b a l e s k i n s  a n d  s u n d r i e s ’  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  a s 

s a i l i n g  o n  t h e  R o s e t t e  t o  P e r t h  i n  1 8 7 5  ( s e e  F i g u r e  1 2 .1 9 ) . 

I f  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s t r o n g  p o s s i b i l i t y 

o f  a  h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n . 

H o w e v e r,  t h e r e  w a s  a  G e o r g e  V i n c e n t  l i v i n g  i n  P e r t h 

o n  S t i r l i n g  S t r e e t  i n  M a y  1 8 8 0 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  P o l i c e 

G a z e t t e  r e p o r t  o f  a  t h e f t  o f  a  w a t c h  f r o m  h i s  r e s i d e n c e 

( S LW A  1 8 8 0 ,  M a y  1 2 ) . 

A n o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  g i v e n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a n e l 

o n  t h e  b e a c h  a n d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  w a t e r ’ s  e d g e ,  i s  t h a t  t h i s  i s 

DIA02-2018-B015-01 -  ‘cW FergUso 1873‘
A  C .W.  F e r g u s o n  i s  l i s t e d  a s  l i v i n g  i n  P e r t h  i n  1 9 1 1  ( ‘ F a r e w e l l 

t o  M r  C .  W.  F e r g u s o n ’ ,  T h e  S w a n  E x p r e s s ,  2 0  O c t o b e r  1 9 1 1 , 

p .  2 ) .  H o w e v e r,  i t  i s  n o t  k n o w n  w h e t h e r  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l 

v i s i t e d  t h e  P i l b a r a .  H u t c h i n s o n  ( 1 9 7 3 )  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  o n 

a n  e a r l i e r  v i s i t  b y  W a r w i c k  D i x  h e  r e c o r d e d  a n  i n s c r i p t i o n 

a s  ‘ W H  F E R G U S O N ’  1 8 7 3 .  D - S t r e t c h ,  h o w e v e r,  c o n f i r m s 

t h i s  a s  ‘ C W ’ .  T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  i n s c r i p t i o n  ( B 0 2 6 )  w h i c h 

h a s  t h e  i n i t i a l s  ‘ W H ’  ( F i g u r e  1 2 .1 5 ) . 

DIA02-2018-B026-02 -  ‘W h‘
T h e  i n i t i a l s  a r e  c o n c e i v a b l y  r e l a t e d  t o  W i l l i a m 

S h a k e s p e a r e  H a l l  ( b o r n  1 8 2 5 ;  d i e d  1 8 9 5 ) .  H a l l  w a s  a 

p i o n e e r  s e t t l e r  ( F i g u r e  1 2 .1 8 )  w h o  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  S w a n 

R i v e r  C o l o n y  a s  a  c h i l d  i n  1 8 3 0  a n d  f i r s t  t r a v e l l e d  t o  t h e 

N o r t h  W e s t  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  G r e g o r y  e x p e d i t i o n  o f 

1 8 6 1 .  I n  1 8 6 3  h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  A n d o v e r  S t a t i o n  o n  b e h a l f  o f 

J .  W e l l a r d  b e f o r e  m o v i n g  t o  C o s s a c k  t o  b e g i n  p e a r l i n g , 

w h e r e  h e  r e p o r t e d l y  r e l i e d  o n  A b o r i g i n a l  a n d  M a l a y 

d i v e r s  ( W i l s o n  1 9 7 2 ) .  W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a r e  H a l l  w a s  o n e 

o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  w h o  w a s  m a d e  a  s p e c i a l  c o n s t a b l e  a n d 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  F l y i n g  F o a m  M a s s a c r e  i n  1 8 6 8  ( s e e 

C h a p t e r  1 8 ) .  T h e  n u m b e r s  ‘ 1 8 6 [ u n c l e a r ] ’  b e l o w  t h e  ‘ W H 

a p p e a r  t o  r e f e r  t o  a  y e a r  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 s  ( F i g u r e  1 2 .1 3 ) .  N o t e 

t h a t  t h e  ‘ H T  1 8 7 2 ’  c o u l d  r e f e r  t o  To n k i n  ( o n  p a n e l  B 0 4 9 , 

a n d  t h i s   T  i s  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  o r n a t e  s t y l e . 

F i g u r e  1 2 . 1 8 .  W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a r e  H a l l  ( a )  s t u d i o  p o r t r a i t ;  a n d  ( b )  d e t a i l  o f  h i s  g r a v e s t o n e  i n  C o s s a c k  c e m e t e r y  ( p h o t o  K e n  M u l v a n e y ) .

DIA02-2018-B149-02 -  ‘JZh(e?)MV‘
T h i s  m o t i f  w a s  r e p o r t e d  b y  M c I l r o y,  w h o s e  f i e l d  n o t e s  d e s c r i b e  t h i s  a s  J Z V W V  a n d  a s  a  D u t c h  n a m e  ( t h e  r e a s o n  f o r 

t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  n o t  p r o v i d e d ) . 

DIA02-2018-B049-01 -  ‘TonKIn‘ 
T h e  ‘ To n k i n ’  i n s c r i p t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l y  r e l a t e d  t o  ‘ L .  To n k i n ’ 

w h o  w a s  i n  t h e  N o r t h  W e s t  a t  t h e  p e a k  o f  t h e  p e a r l s h e l l 

f i s h i n g  e r a  a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  k n o w n  t h e  k e y  c o l o n i s t s .  A 

n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t  o f  1 7  D e c e m b e r  1 8 7 9  d e s c r i b e s  t h e 
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WA  M u s e u m  e x p e d i t i o n s  to  h i s to r i ca l  B u r i a l s 
D e s p i t e  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  c o l o n i a l - e r a 

p e a r l i n g ,  t h e  g r a v e s  a t  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  t h a t  w e r e  p a r t i a l l y 

e x c a v a t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d . 

T h e  g r a v e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  t h e  b e a c h , 

c l o s e  t o  w h e r e  t h e  b e a c h  m e e t s  t h e  r o c k y  e s c a r p m e n t 

i n  a n  a r e a  n o w  d o m i n a t e d  b y  l o w  s c r u b ,  w h i c h  m a s k s 

t h e  g r a v e s ’  l o c a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  F l y i n g  F o a m  P a s s a g e . 

T h e  g r a v e s  a r e  m a r k e d  b y  s i x  p a r a l l e l  r e c t a n g u l a r 

a r r a n g e m e n t s  o f  c l u s t e r e d  s t o n e  o n  t h e  s a n d ,  a l i g n e d 

n o r t h - e a s t – s o u t h - w e s t  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 1 ) . 

F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 1 .  H i s t o r i c a l  b u r i a l s  a t  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d :  ( l e f t  i n s e t )  s h o w i n g  l o c a t i o n  o f  g r a v e s ;  ( l e f t )  l i n e  d r a w i n g  o f  g r a v e s  a n d 
M c I l r o y ’ s  e x c a v a t i o n s ;  a n d  ( r i g h t )  a e r i a l  i m a g e  o f  g r a v e s  i n  2 0 1 8 . 

T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s i t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  b e g a n  w i t h  a  v i s i t 

a n d  r e p o r t  b y  t h e  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  F a u n a  D e p a r t m e n t  ( a 

g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  f r o m  1 9 6 4  t o  1 9 74 )  i n  J u n e  1 9 7 0 .  A n 

i n t e r n a l  W A  M u s e u m  m e m o r a n d u m  ( 1 9 7 3 )  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s 

w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  W A  M u s e u m .  A  g r a v e  t h a t  w a s  4  f e e t 

d e e p  w a s  d o c u m e n t e d .  A n t h r o p o l o g i s t  M a n c e  L o f g r e n 

( W A  M u s e u m )  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  s k u l l  a s  ‘ m a l e ,  E u r o p e a n 

a b o u t  3 0  t o  4 0  y e a r s  o l d ’  ( H u t c h i n s o n  1 9 7 3 ) .  T h i s  i s  n o w 

h e l d  i n  t h e  a n c e s t r a l  r e m a i n s  s t o r e  a t  t h e  W A  M u s e u m 

( A n n i e  C a r s o n ,  p e r s .  c o m m . ,  2 0 2 2 ) .  I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  w h i c h 

g r a v e  t h i s  w a s ;  h o w e v e r,  i t  m a y  b e  G r a v e  4  g i v e n  i t  w a s 

l a t e r  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a p p e a r i n g  d i s t u r b e d . 

O n  2  A u g u s t  1 9 7 3  t h e r e  w a s  a n  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s i t e 

b y  WA  M u s e u m  H e a d  o f  H i s t o r y  D a v i d  H u t c h i n s o n ,  W a r w i c k 

D i x ,  M a r t i n  T h o m p s o n  a n d  K a r r a t h a  l o c a l  R .   E .  A r m s t e a d . 

T h e y  r e p o r t e d  f i v e  g r a v e s ;  h o w e v e r,  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  i n v e s -

t i g a t i o n  b y  M c I l r o y  ( 1 9 7 9 )  i d e n t i f i e d  a  s i x t h  g r a v e ,  s i t u a t e d 

i m m e d i a t e l y  s o u t h  o f  t h e  o t h e r  f i v e  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 1 :  G 6 ) .  A s 

t h e r e  a r e  s i x  s t o n e  m a r k e d  g r a v e s ,  i t  i s  a s s u m e d  o n e  w a s 

o b s c u r e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  1 9 7 3  s u r v e y. 

H u t c h i n s o n  d e s c r i b e s  t h a t  h e  e x c a v a t e d  t h e  n o r t h -

e r n m o s t  g r a v e  t o  a  d e p t h  o f  2 . 5  f e e t ,  e x c a v a t i n g  w i t h 

‘ t r o w e l  a n d  b a r e  h a n d s ’  t o  e x p o s e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  ‘ f r o m  s k u l l 

t o  w a i s t ’ .  T h e  p e r s o n  w a s  ‘ o n  t h e i r  s i d e ’ .  A s  H u t c h i n s o n 

s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  w a s  ‘ a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  g r a v e ’ , 

t h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h e  g r a v e  c u t  a n d  f i l l  w e r e  o b s e r v a b l e .  H e 

a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  h e  f e l t  t h e  s t o n e s  m a r k i n g  t h e  g r a v e s 

m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  l a t e r,  a s  t h e y  d i d  n o t  a l i g n  w i t h 

t h e  g r a v e - p i t .  T h e  s a n d  w a s  s i e v e d  ( m e s h  s i z e  u n k n o w n ) 

b u t  n o  a r t e f a c t s  o r  c l o t h i n g  w e r e  f o u n d .  B a s e d  o n  t h e 

p h o t o g r a p h s  t a k e n  b y  H u t c h i n s o n ,  L o f g r e n  d e t e r m i n e d 

t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  G r a v e  2  w a s  a n  a d u l t  E u r o p e a n  m a l e 

a g e d  3 0 – 4 0  y e a r s .  N e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  t w o  i n d i v i d u a l s  ( t h e 

W A  M u s e u m  e x c a v a t i o n  a n d  t h e  F i s h e r i e s  D e p a r t m e n t ) 

s h o w e d  e v i d e n c e  f o r  a n t e - m o r t e m  i n j u r y.

H u t c h i n s o n  c o l l e c t e d  t h r e e  f r a g m e n t s  o f  a  c a s e 

g i n  b o t t l e  ( Ta b l e  1 2 -1 2  a n d  F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 2 ) .  T h e  p a r t i a l 

i n s c r i p t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h i s  w a s  a  b o t t l e  o f  W o l f e ’ s  A r o m a t i c 

S c h n a p p s ,  m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  S c h i e d a m  i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s 

f r o m  1 8 5 9  t o  1 9 4 1 ,  a n d  a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  s a l e  i n  A u s t r a l i a 

o n e  o f  t h e  i m a g e s  o f  b o a t s  s e e n  b y  R i c h m o n d  T h a t c h e r  i n 

1 8 6 9  w h e n  h e  d e s c r i b e d  e n g r a v i n g s  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  ‘ d a t e s 

a n d  n a m e s  o f  t h e  c r e w ’  ( T h a t c h e r  1 8 6 9 ,  3 0  O c t o b e r ) . 

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a n  i n s c r i p t i o n  o f  ‘ G e o r g e  V i n c e n t ’  o n . 

R o s e m a r y  I s l a n d  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  7 ) .

D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  sto n e  st r u c t u re s
A l m o s t  h a l f  ( n   =   1 2  o r  4 6 % )  o f  t h e  2 6  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s 

r e c o r d e d  h e r e  a r e  s t a n d i n g  s t o n e s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e 

s o u t h e r n  e n d  o f  C e m e t e r y  B e a c h  w i t h i n  s i t e s  M L P - D I 0 0 4 , 

M L P - D I 0 0 5  a n d  M L P - D I 0 0 6  ( F i g u r e  1 2 - 2 0   a – b ) .  T h e s e 

s t a n d i n g  s t o n e s  a r e  a l l  l o c a t e d  o n  a n  e l e v a t e d  o u t c r o p 

a n d  a r e  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a .  T h e y  a r e 

i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  m a r k e r s  f o r  t h e  r o c k  a r t  a n d  q u a r r y  w h i c h 

i s  a l s o  l o c a t e d  h e r e  ( B e c k e t t  2 0 2 1 :  2 3 0 ) .  T h e r e  w a s 

i n s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  f i e l d w o r k  t o  r e c o r d  t h e  r o c k 

a r t  a r o u n d  t h e s e  s t a n d i n g  s t o n e s  a n d  f u r t h e r  s y s t e m a t i c 

w o r k  m a y  r e s u l t  i n  t h e s e  s i t e s  b e i n g  a m a l g a m a t e d  w i t h 

M L P - D I 0 0 1 .  T h r e e  s t a n d i n g  s t o n e s  w e r e  a l s o  r e c o r d e d 

a b o v e  t h e  w a t e r h o l e  a t  D P L H  1 1 7 0 9  a n d  m a y  h a v e  a l s o 

b e e n  u s e d  a s  m a r k e r s  f o r  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  w a t e r  s o u r c e . 

A n  i s o l a t e d  s t a n d i n g  s t o n e  w a s  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h i n 

M L P - D I 0 0 7 ,  a l t h o u g h  n o  d e t a i l e d  s u r v e y  w o r k  w a s  d o n e 

i n  t h i s  a r e a  a n d  f u r t h e r  w o r k  i s  l i k e l y  t o  y i e l d  o t h e r 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  m a t e r i a l . 

I n d i v i d u a l  p o i n t  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s t o n e s  o f  t h e  s i x 

h i s t o r i c a l  g r a v e s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  s u r v e y. 

T h e s e  f e a t u r e s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g 

s e c t i o n .  T w o  l a n d s c a p e  w a l l s  w i t h i n  M L P - D I 0 0 1  a r e  o n 

t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  q u a r r i e d  a r e a ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a  r a n g e  o f 

a c t i v i t i e s  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h i s  s i t e . 

T w o  h i s t o r i c a l  c l u s t e r / p i l e s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d .  T h e 

f i r s t ,  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  h i s t o r i c a l  b a l l a s t ,  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n 

t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  z o n e  o n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  e n d  o f  C e m e t e r y 

B e a c h  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 0 c ) .  T h e  s e c o n d  c l u s t e r / p i l e  i s  a 

h i g h  c a i r n  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  l o o s e l y  s t a c k e d  r o u n d e d  s t o n e s 

f r o m  t h e  n e a r b y  c r e e k  l i n e  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 0 d ) .  I t  i s  l o c a t e d 

p r o m i n e n t l y  a b o v e  t h e  b e a c h  b u t  w a s  n o t  m e n t i o n e d  b y 

M c I l r o y  ( 1 9 7 9 )  a n d  w o u l d  s e e m  l i k e l y  t o  b e  a  m o r e  r e c e n t 

c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  k n o w n  t o  b e  u s e d  b y  l o c a l 

t o u r  o p e r a t o r s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  i s l a n d  ( K e n  M u l v a n e y,  p e r s . 

c o m m . ,  2 0 2 0 ) .

STRUCTURE TYPE COUNT %

Standing stone 16 61.5
Historical cluster – grave marker 6 23.1

Landscape wall 2 7.7

Historical cluster/pile – ballast 1 3.8

Historical cluster/pile – cairn 1 3.8

Total 26 100

T a b l e  1 2 . 1 1 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s .

F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 0 .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s :  ( a – b )  s t a n d i n g  s t o n e s ;  ( c )  h i s t o r i c a l  c l u s t e r / p i l e ,  p o s s i b l y  b a l l a s t ,  i n 
i n t e r t i d a l  z o n e ;  a n d  ( d )  r e c e n t  c a i r n  c o n s t r u c t e d  o n  b e a c h ,  p o s s i b l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  g e o c a c h i n g . 
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T h e  1 9 7 9  W A  M u s e u m  e x p e d i t i o n  i n c l u d e d  P e t e r 

B o a r d ,  B a r r y  S a r g e n t  a n d  J o h n  P a t t e r s o n .  T h e y  c l e a r e d 

t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  r e v e a l e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  u n r e p o r t e d 

s i x t h  g r a v e  –  t h i s  i s  t h e  s o u t h e r n m o s t  g r a v e .  M c I l r o y 

d e c i d e d  t o  e x c a v a t e  g r a v e s  2 ,  3  a n d  6 ,  a s  G r a v e  4 

a p p e a r e d  d i s t u r b e d .

F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 4 .  W A  M u s e u m  i m a g e s  o f  g r a v e s  2  a n d  3  d u r i n g  e x c a v a t i o n  ( W A  M u s e u m  C o l l e c t i o n ) .

F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 5 .  E x t r a c t  f r o m  M c I l r o y  f i e l d  n o t e s :  ( a )  f o r  G r a v e  2 ;  a n d  ( b )  G r a v e  3  ( W A  M u s e u m  C o l l e c t i o n ) .

a n d  t h e  U S A  f o r  i t s  m e d i c i n a l  p u r p o s e s :  ‘A  s u p e r l a t i v e 

To n i c ,  D i u r e t i c ,  A n t i - D y s p e p s i c  a n d  i n v i g o r a t i n g  C o r d i a l ’ 

( A r g u s ,  M o n d a y  1 7  J a n u a r y  1 8 5 9 ,  p a g e  7 ) .  H u t c h i n s o n 

a l s o  o b s e r v e d  h i s t o r i c a l  e n g r a v i n g s  ( d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r ) .

ACCESSION NO. OBJECT NAME

CH1971.116.a-d GLASS FRAGMENTS
CH1973.113 GLASS FRAGMENTS -3-

T a b l e  1 2 . 1 2 .  I t e m s  c o l l e c t e d  b y  H u t c h i n s o n  i n  1 9 7 3  i n  W A  M u s e u m  C o l l e c t i o n .

F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 2 .  C a s e  g i n  b o t t l e  f r a g m e n t s  ( W A  M u s e u m  C o l l e c t i o n ) .

J a c k  M c I l r o y  v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e  i n  J u l y  1 9 7 9  d u r i n g 

h i s  r e c o r d i n g  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s  i n  t h e 

D a m p i e r  A r c h i p e l a g o .  H e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  W A  M u s e u m 

s k u l l  c o u l d  b e  e i t h e r  A s i a n  o r  E u r o p e a n ,  s u g g e s t i n g  a n 

u p d a t e d  a s s e s s m e n t  w a s  m a d e  i n  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  y e a r s . 

H e  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  W A  M u s e u m  s k u l l  w a s  “ m i s s h a p e n  o r 

l o p s i d e d ”  ( M c I l r o y  1 9 7 9 :  3 7 ) . 

F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 3 .  T h e  s i x  g r a v e s  f o l l o w i n g  e x c a v a t i o n  b y  M c I l r o y  v i e w e d  f r o m  t h e  e a s t e r n  r o c k  r i d g e ,  a t  l o w  t i d e  
( s e e  F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 1  f o r  n u m b e r i n g )  ( W A  M u s e u m  C o l l e c t i o n ) .
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F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 7 .  T h e  f o u r  D u t c h  E a s t  I n d i e s  c o i n s  f r o m  1 8 5 6  a n d  1 8 5 7  ( T 1 9 7 9 . 2 2 4 . a – c ;  T 1 9 7 9 . 2 2 5 )  ( W A  M u s e u m  C o l l e c t i o n ) .

A s  w e l l  a s  A s i a n  a r t e f a c t s ,  t w o  c e r a m i c  s h e r d s  w e r e 

c o l l e c t e d  b y  M c I l r o y  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 8 ) .  O n e  i s  t h e  w a l l  a n d 

h e e l  ( b a s e )  o f  a  s t o n e w a r e  ( p o r c e l a n e o u s )  b o w l ,  l i k e l y 

a  r i c e  b o w l ,  p o s s i b l y  w i t h  a  ‘ D o u b l e  H a p p i n e s s ’  d e s i g n 

i n  t h e  M i n  Ya o  ( f o l k  w a r e )  s t y l e  ( C h o y  2 0 1 4 ) .  T h e  o t h e r 

i s  a n  e a r t h e n w a r e  v e s s e l  f r a g m e n t ,  p o s s i b l y  ( g i v e n  t h e 

l a c k  o f  c u r v a t u r e )  a  l a r g e r  b a r r e l  s t y l e  s t o r a g e  v e s s e l . 

T h e  v e s s e l  h a s  a  t r a n s p a r e n t  g l a z e ,  a n d  t h e  u n e v e n n e s s 

o f  t h e  f i r i n g  i s  r e v e a l e d  b y  t h e  c o l o u r  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e 

s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f a b r i c  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 8 c ) . 

F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 8 .  T w o  c e r a m i c  s h e r d s :  ( a )  T 1 9 7 9 . 2 0 9 ,  s t o n e w a r e  v e s s e l ,  C h i n e s e  b l u e  o n  w h i t e ;  a n d  ( b )  T 1 9 7 9 . 2 0 7 ,  e a r t h e n w a r e  v e s s e l 
s h e r d ,  t r a n s p a r e n t  g l a z e ,  p r o b a b l y  l o c a l  A s i a n  m a n u f a c t u r e  g i v e n  v a r i a t i o n  o f  f a b r i c  i n  ( c )  s e c t i o n  ( W A  M u s e u m  C o l l e c t i o n ) .

G r a v e  2  i n c l u d e d  n o  g r a v e  g o o d s  d e s p i t e  s i e v i n g 

a n d  u s e  o f  a  m e t a l  d e t e c t o r.  T h e  g r a v e  c u t  a n d  f i l l  w e r e 

n o t  d i s c e r n i b l e  i n  t h e  s a n d y  m a t r i x .  T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w a s 

b u r i e d  a t  a  d e p t h  o f  7 5   c m  b e l o w  t h e  c u r r e n t  s u r f a c e . 

G r a v e  3 ,  l o c a t e d  a t  8 5   c m  d e p t h ,  s i m i l a r l y  h a d  n o  g r a v e 

g o o d s .  B o t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  b u r i e d  o n  t h e i r  r i g h t  s i d e , 

f a c i n g  s o u t h  a n d  h e a d  t o w a r d s  t h e  w e s t .  G r a v e  6  w a s 

b u r i e d  a t  a  g r e a t e r  d e p t h  ( 1 1 5   c m )  a n d  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e 

o n  t o p  o f  a  d a r k e r  n a t u r a l  s o i l  u n d e r l a y i n g  t h e  b e a c h 

s a n d .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n s ,  t h e 

g r a v e s  w e r e  b a c k f i l l e d  a n d  t h e  m a r k e r  s t o n e s  r e t u r n e d 

( s e e  F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 3 ) .  W A  M u s e u m  n o t e s  r e c o r d  n o  s k e l e t a l 

m a t e r i a l  w a s  r e m o v e d ;  h o w e v e r,  t h e r e  i s  a  h u m a n  i n c i s o r 

( t o o t h )  i n  t h e  W A  M u s e u m  C o l l e c t i o n  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 6 ) . 

F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 6 .  I m a g e s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  r e m a i n s  ( a )  G r a v e  2  c r a n i u m  a n d  m a n d i b l e ;  ( b )  i n c i s o r  f r o m  G r a v e  2 ,  h e l d  i n  W A  M u s e u m 
H i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n ;  ( c )  G r a v e  2  c r a n i u m  a n d  u p p e r  b o d y  d u r i n g  e x c a v a t i o n ;  ( d )  G r a v e  3  h e a d  a n d  u p p e r  t o r s o  d u r i n g 

e x c a v a t i o n ;  ( e )  G r a v e  6  h e a d  a n d  u p p e r  t o r s o  d u r i n g  e x c a v a t i o n  ( W A  M u s e u m  C o l l e c t i o n ) .

T h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  b u r i a l s  a s  e x t e n d e d  a n d  l y i n g 

o n  t h e i r  r i g h t - h a n d  s i d e  w a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h 

I s l a m i c  b u r i a l  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e  e t h n i c i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s 

r e q u i r e s  f u r t h e r  w o r k ;  h o w e v e r,  s i n c e  t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n 

v a r i o u s l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  E u r o p e a n  a n d /o r  A s i a n .  T h e 

i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  t h e  t h r e e  g r a v e s   a r e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a d u l t 

m a l e s ,  w i t h  M c I l r o y ’ s  r e p o r t  d e s c r i b i n g  G r a v e  2  a s  A s i a n 

a n d  G r a v e  3  a s  l i k e l y  E u r o p e a n .  T h e  c o n t i g u o u s  n a t u r e  o f 

t h e  b u r i a l s  m i g h t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e y  a l l  d i e d  a t  t h e  s a m e 

t i m e ,  a l t h o u g h  e x c a v a t i o n  d i d  n o t  c o n f i r m  w h e t h e r  t h e r e 

w a s  a  s i n g l e  b u r i a l  t r e n c h  o r  s e p a r a t e  g r a v e s . 

T h e  j o u r n a l  o f  R o b e r t  S h o l l ,  R e s i d e n t  M a g i s t r a t e 

b e t w e e n  1 8 6 6  a n d  1 8 7 1 ,  r e f e r s  t o  d e a t h s  w i t h i n  t h e 

p e a r l i n g  f l e e t ,  i n c l u d i n g  o f  M a l a y  a n d  A b o r i g i n a l 

w o r k e r s .  H e  v i s i t e d  t h e  a r c h i p e l a g o  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 7 2  a n d 

m e n t i o n e d  a  c r e e k  u s e d  b y  t h e  p e a r l e r s  f o r  w a t e r  a n d 

b a t h i n g  ( S h o l l  1 8 / 2 / 1 8 7 3 ,  c i t e d  i n  H u t c h i n s o n  1 9 7 3 ) .

T h i s  W A  M u s e u m  e x p e d i t i o n  a l s o  c o l l e c t e d  a r t e f a c t s 

( Ta b l e  1 2 .1 3 ) .  A  m e t a l  d e t e c t o r  w a s  u s e d  t o  l o c a t e  f o u r 

D u t c h  E a s t  I n d i e s  c o i n s :  t h r e e  o n e - c e n t  c o i n s  d a t e d 

1 8 5 6  a n d  o n e  h a l f - c e n t  c o i n  t o  1 8 5 7  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 7 ) .  T h e s e 

w e r e  a l l  f o u n d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r o c k  p o o l s ,  p r e s u m a b l y  w i t h i n 

s i t e  M L P - D I 0 0 1 .  T h e s e  s u g g e s t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  M a l a y 

l a b o u r e r s . 

ACCESSION NO. OBJECT NAME

T1979.205a METAL SHEATHING, copper
T1979.206 BUTTON, metal

T1979.207 SHERD

T1979.208 METAL NUT, possibly

T1979.209 POTTERY SHERD

T1979.210 TOOTH

T1979.224 COINS, Dutch East Indies, -3-

T1979.225 COIN, HALF CENT, DUTCH EAST INDIES

T1979.226 METAL PLATE, thin – fragment – inscribed

T1979.259 LEAD PELLETS

Ta b l e  1 2 . 1 3 .  I t e m s  c o l l e c t e d  b y  M c I l r o y  i n  t h e  W A  M u s e u m  C o l l e c t i o n .
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MATERIAL TYPE COUNT

Blue glass 2
Clay 1

Copper alloy 10

Ferrous alloy 2

Olive glass 69

Pearl shell 1

Tinted glass 6

Vitreous stoneware 1

Granophyre 67

Total 159

T a b l e  1 2 . 1 5 .  M a t e r i a l  t y p e s  o f  s u r f a c e  a r t e f a c t s  r e c o r d e d  a t  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d . 

F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 0 .  A l l  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s u r f a c e  m a t e r i a l  r e c o r d e d  a t  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  a c t i v i t y  a r e a . 

O t h e r  a r t e f a c t s  c o l l e c t e d  b y  M c I l r o y  i n c l u d e d  a 

m e t a l  f r a g m e n t  w i t h  d e c o r a t i v e  i n s c r i p t i o n ,  m e t a l  u s e d 

f o r  b o a t  r e p a i r ,  b u l l e t s ,  m e t a l  c a s i n g  a n d  a  b u t t o n  ( F i g u r e 

1 2 . 2 9 ) .

F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 9 .  O t h e r  a r t e f a c t s  c o l l e c t e d  b y  M c I l r o y :  ( a )  ( f r o m  l e f t )  b r o n z e  c a s i n g ,  l e a d  b u l l e t s ;  ( b )  f o u r - h o l e  s e w - t h r o u g h 
t r o u s e r  b u t t o n ;  a n d  ( c )  c o p p e r  s h e e t i n g  u s e d  f o r  b o a t  r e p a i r  ( W A  M u s e u m  C o l l e c t i o n ) .

A r te f a c t  re co rd i n g
A l l  s u r f a c e  a r t e f a c t s  r e c o r d e d  i n  2 0 1 8  a r e  o r g a n i s e d 

i n t o  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t  s i t e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s .  T h e  b o u n d a r i e s 

b e t w e e n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  m a y  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  d r i f t i n g 

b e a c h  s a n d  n e a r  t h e  s h o r e  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 0 ) .  W e  d i s t i n g u i s h 

b e t w e e n  s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  a r t e f a c t s ,  w i t h 

m o s t  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  b e i n g  g l a s s  ( Ta b l e  1 2 .1 4  a n d  Ta b l e 

1 2 .1 5 ) .

HISTORICAL ARTEFACT TYPE COUNT LITHIC ARTEFACT TYPE COUNT

Bottle base 12 Manuport 1
Bottle base; bottle shoulder 1 Complete flake 46

Bottle body 6 Longitudinally broken flake 1

Bottle body; bottle base 1 Multi-platform core 4

Bottle body; bottle shoulder 1 Single-platform core 15

Bottle fragment 35 Total 67

Bottle neck 6

Bottle neck; bottle shoulder 1

Bottle shoulder 2

Bullet 1

Clay pipe 1

Jar base 1

Sheet metal 6

Strap 5

Whole bottle 13

Total 92

T a b l e  1 2 . 1 4 .  H i s t o r i c a l  a n d  A b o r i g i n a l  s t o n e  s u r f a c e  a r t e f a c t s  r e c o r d e d  a t  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d .  
A l l  s t o n e  a r t e f a c t s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  z o n e  h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  ( s e e  D o r t c h  e t  a l .  2 0 1 9 ) .
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F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 1 .  M L P - D 1 0 0 1  ( N o r t h )  s u r f a c e  a r t e f a c t s :  ( a – b )  D I A 0 1 - 2 0 1 8 - E F 0 1 9 :  b l u e  t o r p e d o  s o d a  b o t t l e s ;  ( c – d ) :  D I A 0 1 - 2 0 1 8 - E F 0 7 1 : 
p e a r l  s h e l l  f o u n d  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e ;  ( e )  D I A 0 2 - 2 0 1 8 - C F 0 0 1 :  c l a y  p i p e  s t e m  f r a g m e n t ;  ( f )  D I A 0 1 - 2 0 1 8 - E F 0 8 2 :  d a r k  o l i v e  g l a s s ,  b a s e , 

s i n g l e - p l a t f o r m  c o r e  –  t h r e e  f l a k e  s c a r s  ( o n e  t r u n c a t e d  a t  p r o x i m a l  e n d ;  ( g )  D I A 0 2 - 2 0 1 8 - C F 0 0 2 :  m e t a l  s t r a p  b e n t  t o  a  h o o k ; 
a n d  ( h )  D I A 0 1 - 2 0 1 8 - E F 0 5 2 :  a m m u n i t i o n  c a s i n g .

s i te  M l p - D I 0 01  ( n o r t h)
T h e  s u r f a c e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  f r o m  S i t e 

M L P - D 1 0 0 1  i s  d o m i n a t e d  b y  b o t t l e  g l a s s .  M u c h  o f  t h i s 

i s  f r o m  b e v e r a g e  b o t t l e s ,  l i k e l y  d i s c a r d e d  f r o m  v e s s e l s 

e i t h e r  a t  a n c h o r  a t  h i g h  t i d e  o r  c a r e e n e d  a t  l o w  t i d e . 

O n e  d i s t i n c t i v e  b o t t l e  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  f r a g m e n t s  w i t h 

a  r o u n d e d  b a s e  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 1   a – b ) .  T h e s e  ‘ r o u n d  b o t t o m 

s o d a s ’  w e r e  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  ‘ b a l l a s t  b o t t l e s ’  a n d , 

i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h o s e  w i t h  a  d i s t i n c t l y  p o i n t e d  b a s e  a n d 

a m p h o r a - s h a p e d  b o d y  a s  ‘ t o r p e d o ’  b o t t l e s  o r  ‘ b o m b s ’ . 

T h e y  w e r e  c o m m o n l y  u s e d  f o r  s o d a ,  m i n e r a l  w a t e r  a n d 

g i n g e r  a l e s .  T h e y  w e r e  m a d e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y ;  h o w e v e r,  w i t h o u t  t h e  c l o s u r e  i t  i s  h a r d  t o  d a t e 

t h i s  e x a m p l e .  T h e  s e a m  s u g g e s t s  a  t w o - p i e c e  m o u l d 

w a s  u s e d ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  i n d i c a t e  a  d a t e  i n  t h e  s e c o n d 

h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y.  T h e  p a r t i a l  i n s c r i p t i o n  ‘ … 

A L D T O N ’  m a y  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  G e r a l d t o n . 

T h e  o t h e r  p a r t i a l  i n s c r i p t i o n  r e a d s  ‘ S E S ’ .  O n e  p o s s i b l e 

m a k e r  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  G e r a l d t o n - b a s e d  Tr e f u s i s 

A e r a t e d  W a t e r  a n d  C o r d i a l  f a c t o r y,  w h i c h  w a s  m a n a g e d 

a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  p a r t - o w n e d  b y  a  M r  W i l l i a m  J o s e :  t h e  S E S 

c o u l d  b e  h i s  l a s t  n a m e  w i t h  a  p o s s e s s i v e  ‘ s ’  –  a  c o m m o n 

p r a c t i c e  f o r  s u c h  b r a n d e d  g o o d s  ( B a i n  1 9 9 6 :  1 1 9 ) .  T h i s 

p l a c e  o p e n e d  i n  1 8 7 5  a n d  o p e r a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 8 8 0 s 

a n d  o n w a r d s .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  M r  J o s e  m a d e  ‘ l i m e  j u i c e 

a n d  s o d a ,  l e m o n a d e ,  s t r a w b e r r y a d e ,  s a r s a p a r i l l a ,  s e l t z e r 

w a t e r,  p o t a s s i u m  w a t e r,  g i n g e r  a l e ,  l i t h i a ,  s o d a  w a t e r 

a n d  s y r u p s ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  w o n  h i m  a  n u m b e r  o f  m e d a l s 

i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  E u r o p e  a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F a i r s ’  ( B a i n 

c i t e d  i n  C i t y  o f  G r e a t e r  G e r a l d t o n  2 0 1 8 ) .

C o p p e r  s h e e t i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  b o a t 

r e p a i r ,  a s  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p e a r l i n g  l u g g e r s  a n d 

s m a l l e r  t e n d e r s  w e r e  o f t e n  w o o d e n - f r a m e d  v e s s e l s 

w h o s e  h u l l s  w e r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  m e t a l  s h e e t i n g .  O n e 

s m a l l  r o c k  p i l e  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a  b a l l a s t  m o u n d  ( s e e 

F i g u r e  1 2 . 2 0 c ) ,  w h i c h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  v e s s e l s  o n - l o a d e d 

w i t h  p e a r l  s h e l l  c a r g o  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  T w o  p e a r l  s h e l l s 

f o u n d  a t  t h e  s i t e  a r e  a  f u r t h e r  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h i s  e x t r a c t i v e 

i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  F l y i n g  F o a m  P a s s a g e  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 1 c - d ) . 

T h e  l i t h i c  m a t e r i a l  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  z o n e 

h a s  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  e l s e w h e r e  ( D o r t c h  e t  a l .  2 0 1 9 ) ,  w i t h 

f u r t h e r  r e c o r d i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  s i t e  u n d e r t a k e n 

b y  P a t r i c k  M o r r i s o n  ( 2 0 1 9 ) .

A  s e c o n d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  a r t e f a c t s  i s  o n  t h e 

b e a c h  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  s t o n e  o u t c r o p  ( S i t e  M L P - D I 0 0 1 ) , 

p r e s u m a b l y  d e r i v e d  f r o m  e p i s o d e s  o f  c a m p i n g  a n d 

r e c r e a t i o n .  A  s i n g l e  c l a y  p i p e  w a s  f o u n d  h e r e  ( F i g u r e 

1 2 - 3 1 e ) .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n c e  f o r  A b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e 

h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e a r l i n g  p h a s e ,  f r o m  a  s i n g l e  g l a s s  c o r e 

f r o m  a  d a r k  o l i v e  b o t t l e  b a s e  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 1 f ) .  A  m e t a l 

s t r a p ,  p o s s i b l y  f r o m  a  c o n t a i n e r,  h a d  b e e n  m o d i f i e d  w i t h 

o n e  e n d  b e i n g  b e n t  b a c k  t o  f o r m  a  h o o k ,  f o r m i n g  a n  i t e m 

w i t h  u n k n o w n  p u r p o s e  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 1 g ) .  T h i s  r e p u r p o s i n g 

o f  t h e  m e t a l  s t r a p  m a y  a l s o  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  b y  a  n o n - A b -

o r i g i n a l  p e r s o n .

LABEL DESCRIPTION MATERIAL CLASS

DIA02-2018-CF001 Clay pipe stem, thicker at one end. Not diagnostic Clay Clay pipe

DIA01-2018-EF019
Glass, bomb, 2 frags, base and body, mould made, blue (rare), maker ’s 
mark: ALDTON: R. /:SE 

Olive glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF021 Glass, bottle, tinted, base and body, mould, maker ’s mark :75 /B Olive glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF022 Glass, bottle, light olive, shoulder and finish, turn paste, single collar Olive glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF023 Glass, bottle, olive, base, push-up Olive glass Bottle base

DIA01-2018-EF024 Glass, bottle, base, olive, push-up Olive glass Bottle base

DIA01-2018-EF025 Glass, bottle, olive, neck and finish, single collar Olive glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF026 Glass, olive, push-up Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF028 Glass, bottle, olive, fragment Olive glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF029 Glass, bottle, olive, fragment Olive glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF031 Glass, bottle, olive, fragment Olive glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF032 Glass, bottle, olive, fragment Olive glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF033 Glass, bottle, olive, fragment Olive glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF034 Glass, olive, bottle, body and shoulder Olive glass Bottle body; Bottle shoulder

DIA01-2018-EF035 Glass, olive, bottle, body, case gin Olive glass Bottle body

DIA01-2018-EF037 Glass, olive, push-up Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF039 Glass, olive, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF040 Glass, olive, push-up Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF041 Glass, olive, neck , finish, single collar Olive glass Bottle neck
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s i te  M l p - D I 0 01  ( s o u t h)
T h e  s o u t h e r n  c l u s t e r  o f  a r t e f a c t s  a l o n g  t h e  m a i n  b e a c h 

i s  p r i m a r i l y  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  z o n e  ( s e e 

D o r t c h  e t  a l .  2 0 1 9 ) .  T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a r t e f a c t s ,  d o m i n a t e d 

b y  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e  b o t t l e s ,  a r e  a s s u m e d  t o  r e l a t e 

t o  s h o r t - t e r m  e p i s o d e s  o f  c a r e e n i n g ,  a n c h o r i n g  a n d 

c a m p i n g .  A  s i n g l e  f r a g m e n t  f r o m  t h e  b a s e  o f  a  s t o n e w e a r 

j a r  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 2 a )  w a s  f o u n d .  T h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  m a k e r ’ s 

m a r k  d e t e r s  d e t e r m i n i n g  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  f u n c t i o n .  P e a r l i n g 

v e s s e l s  w e r e  c o m m o n l y  u s e d  b o t h  f o r  t r a n s p o r t  a n d 

s t o r a g e  o f  c o n s u m a b l e s  a n d  o t h e r  l i q u i d s ,  i n c l u d i n g 

p o i s o n s  a n d  i n k .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n c e  f o r  b o a t  r e p a i r 

a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  i t e m s ,  w i t h  c o p p e r  s h e e t i n g  c o n s i s t e n t 

w i t h  h u l l  r e p a i r ,  a n d  a  m e t a l  c a s t - i r o n  r o d  w i t h  a  h a n d -

w r o u g h t  h e a d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  m e t a l 

f a s t e n i n g s  ( F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 2   b – c ) . 

O n e  g l a s s  b o t t l e  b a s e  h a s  f l a k e  s c a r r i n g ;  w h e t h e r 

t h i s  i s  a n t h r o p o g e n i c  o r  n a t u r a l  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e 

( F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 2 d ) .  T h i s  a r t e f a c t  w a s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e 

i n t e r t i d a l  r e e f  f l a t s ,  w h i c h ,  b e i n g  s u b j e c t  t o  n a t u r a l 

f o r c e s ,  m a y  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  t h i s  m u l t i d i r e c t i o n a l  f l a k i n g . 

F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 2 .  M L P - D 1 0 0 1  ( S o u t h )  s u r f a c e  a r t e f a c t s :  ( a )  D I A 0 1 - 2 0 1 8 - E F 0 1 2 ,  s t o n e w a r e  j a r ,  b a s e  f r a g m e n t ,  w i t h  g l a z e d  i n t e r i o r 
a n d  e x t e r i o r ;  ( b )  D I A 0 1 - 2 0 1 8 - E F 0 1 7 ,  c o p p e r  s h e e t  c .   1 2  x  1 2   c m ,  w i t h  r o u n d e d  n a i l  h o l e s ;  ( c )  D I A 0 1 - 2 0 1 8 - E F 0 6 9 ,  w r o u g h t - i r o n 

f a s t e n i n g ,  4 8   c m ,  5   c m  d i a m e t e r  h e a d ;  ( d )  D I A 0 1 - 2 0 1 8 - E F 0 1 5 ,  g l a s s ,  o l i v e ,  b o t t l e  b a s e  w i t h  f l a k e  s c a r .

LABEL DESCRIPTION MATERIAL CLASS

DIA01-2018-EF053 Glass, olive, base Olive glass Bottle base

DIA01-2018-EF054 Glass, blue, fragment Blue glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF055 Glass, olive, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF056 Glass, olive, body, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF057 Glass, olive, body, fragment Olive glass Bottle body

DIA01-2018-EF059 Glass, olive, bottle, body, fragment Olive glass Bottle body

DIA01-2018-EF060 Glass, olive, neck and finish, single collar Olive glass Bottle neck

DIA01-2018-EF061 Glass, olive, body, fragment Olive glass Bottle body

DIA01-2018-EF062 Glass, olive, body, fragment Olive glass Bottle body

DIA01-2018-EF064 Glass, olive, body, fragment Olive glass Bottle body

DIA01-2018-EF072 Glass, tinted, fragment Tinted glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF073 Glass, olive, fragment x 2 Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF074 Glass, olive, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF075 Glass, tinted, fragment Tinted glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF076
Glass, olive, fragment 
EF077 - Glass, tinted, x 2

Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF076 Glass Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF077 Glass, tinted, x 2 Tinted glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF078 Glass, olive, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF079 Glass, tinted, fragment Tinted glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF080 Glass, olive, base, fragment Olive glass Bottle base

DIA01-2018-EF081 Glass, olive, finish, single collar Olive glass Bottle neck

DIA01-2018-EF082
Glass, dark olive, base, single-platform core – three flake scars (one 
truncated at proximal end) emanating from one edge

Olive glass Bottle base (core)

DIA01-2018-EF083 Glass Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF084 Glass Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF085 Glass, dark olive, case gin, fragment x 2 Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF086
Glass, light olive, fragment x 4 
One frag marked: U 
Glass, blue, fragment x 1

Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF087

Glass, dark olive, base fragments x 2; fragment x 1 
One base fragment is a single-platform core with  
three parallel flake scars  
Glass, tinted, fragment

Olive glass Bottle base

DIA01-2018-EF088
Glass, dark olive fragments x 2 
Glass, tinted, fragment

Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF089 Glass, dark olive, fragment x 2 Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF091 Glass, olive, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF092 Glass, dark olive, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF093 Glass, dark olive, neck Olive glass Bottle neck

DIA01-2018-EF094 Glass, dark olive, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF095 Glass, dark olive, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF096 Glass, olive, push-up Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF099
Glass, olive, neck fragment  
Baker fragments in 2 m radius

Olive glass Bottle neck

DIA01-2018-EF100-01 Glass, olive, fragment x 2 Glass, clear, fragment x 1 Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF101 Glass, dark olive, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF102 Glass, olive, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF103 Glass, olive, fragment, x 3; Glass, clear, fragment x 2; Midden Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF027 Copper sheeting, 10 x 6 cm Copper alloy Sheet metal

DIA01-2018-EF030 Copper sheet , 10 x 18 cm, square nail hole, torn edge Copper alloy Sheet metal

DIA01-2018-EF038 Copper, sheet , 18 x 9 cm Copper alloy Sheet metal

DIA01-2018-EF051 Copper ships fastening, 2 cm long, round head Copper alloy Strap

DIA01-2018-EF052
Copper jacket bullet , tip covered in carbonate, not fired. Base reads:  
RAC 12 mm diameter, 30 mm length sheath, 41 mm total length

Copper alloy Bullet

DIA01-2018-EF058 Copper, 6 x 5 cm Copper alloy Sheet metal

DIA01-2018-EF063 Copper ships fastening, round head, 3 cm Copper alloy Strap

DIA01-2018-EF065 Copper, strip, right angle corner, 14 x 12, 10 round holes Copper alloy Strap

DIA02-2018-CF002 Metal strap, bent at one end, like a hook
Ferrous 

alloy
Strap

DIA01-2018-EF071 Pearl shell Pearl shell  

T a b l e  1 2 . 1 6 .  A r t e f a c t s  a t  M L P - D I 0 0 1  ( N o r t h ) .

LABEL DESCRIPTION MATERIAL CLASS

DIA01-2018-EF012 Stoneware jar, base, frag, glazed interior and exterior Vitreous stoneware Jar base

DIA01-2018-EF002 Glass, bottle, light olive fragment body. Non diagnostic Olive glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF006
Glass, bottle, base, handmade  
1860s to 1870s 
Intertidal zone

Olive glass Bottle base

DIA01-2018-EF009
Glass, bottle base, handmade 
Intertidal zone

Olive glass Bottle base

DIA01-2018-EF010 Glass, light olive fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF011 Glass, olive, bottle, base and body, handmade Olive glass
Bottle body;  
Bottle base

DIA01-2018-EF015
Glass, olive, bottle, base, handmade, edge damage but flake scars 
probably not intentional

Olive glass Bottle base

DIA01-2018-EF016 Glass, olive, bottle, neck , frag, turn paste Olive glass Bottle neck

DIA01-2018-EF067 Glass, olive, base and shoulder, turn paste Olive glass
Bottle base;  

Bottle shoulder

DIA01-2018-EF068 Glass, tinted, fragment Tinted glass Bottle fragment
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F i g u r e  1 2 . 3 3 .  D e n s i t y  o f  a r t  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  f o u r  d e f i n e d  r o c k  a r t  s i t e s  i n  t h i s  s m a l l  s a m p l e .  
N o t e  t h a t  D I 0 0 1 ’ s  a r t  a s s e m b l a g e  o n  t h e  s m a l l  b e a c h - s i d e  k n o l l  i s  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  f o r  d e n s i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e  l a r g e  a r e a  s i t e 

b o u n d a r y  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  a t  t h i s  s i t e .

•  T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  a n d  a 

b a l l a s t  p i l e  i n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  z o n e  a l s o  p r o v i d e s 

c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  f o r  c o l o n i a l - e r a  b o a t  r e p a i r  a n d 

d i s c a r d  b e h a v i o u r s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e a r l i n g  p h a s e  o f 

h i s t o r i c a l  u s e .

•  T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s 

b u r i a l  o f  s i x  i n d i v i d u a l s  i s  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  I s l a m i c 

b u r i a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  w h a t  c o u l d  b e 

e x p e c t e d  o f  i n t e r m e n t  o f  M a l a y  d i v e r s .  Ye t  t h e 

a b s e n c e  o f  d e t a i l e d  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  o r 

g r a v e  g o o d s  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  e t h n i c i t y  o f  t h e s e 

r e m a i n s  h a s  n o t  b e e n  c o n f i r m e d .  T h i s  s h o u l d  b e 

f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t e d .

•  T h e  A s i a n  c e r a m i c s  a n d  c o i n s  a r e  m a t e r i a l 

e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o 

m o v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  m u l t i - e t h n i c  i n d e n t u r e d  l a b o u r 

f o r c e  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e a r l s h e l l  f i s h e r i e s . 

•  T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a r t e f a c t s  i n c l u d e  l i m i t e d  e v i d e n c e 

f o r  A b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e ’ s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o o l  p r o d u c t i o n 

i n  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  u s i n g  g l a s s  b o t t l e s .

•  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  f o r  A b o r i g i n a l 

p e o p l e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  u s e  t h i s  p l a c e  t o  p r o d u c e 

r o c k  a r t  a f t e r  t h e  1 8 6 0 s ,  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  p o s s i b l e 

d e p i c t i o n  o f  s h e e p –  t h a t  i s ,  a s  e v i d e n c e  o f 

i n t r o d u c e d  s u b j e c t s  ( s e e  F i g u r e  1 2 . 8 b ) .  T h e r e  i s 

a  v e r y  f r e s h  a n t h r o p o m o r p h i c  m o t i f  p e c k e d  i n 

t h e  r o c k  p i l e  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  b e a c h  ( s e e  F i g u r e 

1 2 . 8 d ) .  T h i s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  p r o d u c e d  e i t h e r  b y 

a n  A b o r i g i n a l  p e r s o n  o r  o n e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s 

o f  m i x e d  e t h n i c i t y  v i s i t i n g  t h i s  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e 

p e a r l i n g  p e r i o d .  T h e  p e c k e d  b o a t  o n  t h e  n o r t h e r n 

b e a c h  a n d  i t s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  v a r i o u s  i n s c r i p t i o n s 

r e f e r r i n g  t o  G e o r g e  V i n c e n t  s u g g e s t s  p r o d u c t i o n 

b y  a  E u r o p e a n  h a n d .

•  T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n s c r i p t i o n s  c l u s t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e 

m a i n  r o c k  p o o l s  a r e  a  p o w e r f u l  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e 

t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  i s l a n d s  t o  c o l o n i a l  c o n t r o l  a s  t h e 

p e a r l i n g  f l e e t  b a s e d  i t s e l f  i n  F l y i n g  F o a m  P a s s a g e . 

T h e  p o s s i b l e  a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  a n  i n s c r i p t i o n  t o 

W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a r e  H a l l  w o u l d  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y 

s i g n i f i c a n t  g i v e n  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p o s s e 

t h a t  e x e c u t e d  t h e  F l y i n g  F o a m  M a s s a c r e . 

D i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  M u r u j u g a  A b o r i g i n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n 

a r e  u n d e r  w a y  a r o u n d  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  w o r k s  i n  t h i s  a r e a 

t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  b y  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  i n v e s -

t i g a t i o n  i n  t h i s  l a n d s c a p e .  I f  d e e m e d  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  t h e r e 

c o u l d  b e  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  b u r i a l s . 

A  f o r e n s i c  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  c o u l d  b e t t e r  d e s c r i b e  t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  t h e i r  l i k e l y  e t h n i c i t y ,  a n y  p a t h o l o g y 

a n d  p e r i m o r t e m  e v i d e n c e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t i m e  a n d 

l i k e l y  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h .  A  c a r e f u l  b e s t - p r a c t i c e  f o r e n s i c 

e x c a v a t i o n  a n d  s e d i m e n t  a n a l y s i s  m a y  d e t e r m i n e 

w h e t h e r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  d i e d  d u r i n g  a  s i n g l e  e p i s o d e ,  a n d 

i f  t h e y  w e r e  b u r i e d  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  g r a v e s  o r  a  t r e n c h .  M o r e 

d e t a i l e d  h i s t o r i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m a y  b e t t e r  d e t e r m i n e  t h e 

l i k e l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  k n o w n  h i s t o r i c a l 

f a t a l i t i e s .  I s o t o p i c  a n a l y s i s  m a y  h e l p  p r o v e n a n c e  t h e s e 

p e o p l e  t o  t h e i r  h o m e l a n d s .  F u r t h e r  w o r k  c o u l d  b e  d o n e 

o n  t h e  W A  M u s e u m ’ s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e a r t h e n w a r e  s h e r d s 

t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e i r  o r i g i n  i s  i s l a n d  S o u t h - e a s t 

A s i a .  F u r t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s 

w h o s e  i n i t i a l s ,  n a m e s  a n d  i n s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  d e t a i l e d  i n  t h e 

h i s t o r i c a l  g r a f f i t i  a t  t h i s  p l a c e ,  s o m e  m a d e  b e f o r e  1 8 6 9 , 

c o u l d  c o n f i r m  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  e a r l y  c o n t a c t  p e r i o d 

i n t e r a c t i o n  s i t e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  e v e n t s  o f 

t h e  1 8 6 8  F l y i n g  F o a m  M a s s a c r e  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h i s 

n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  a r c h i p e l a g o . 

LABEL DESCRIPTION MATERIAL CLASS

DIA01-2018-EF070 Glass, dark olive, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF112
Glass, dark olive, neck and shoulder 
Glass, dark olive, fragment x 4

Olive glass
Bottle neck;  

Bottle shoulder

DIA01-2018-EF113
Glass, tinted, push-up  
Glass, dark olive, fragment

Tinted glass Bottle fragment

DIA01-2018-EF114
Glass, dark olive, base fragment, possible flake 
Glass, dark olive, shoulder fragment

Olive glass Bottle base

DIA01-2018-EF017 Copper sheet c. 12 x 12 cm, round nail holes on 3 sides, 4th side broken Copper alloy Sheet metal

DIA01-2018-EF069 Wrought-iron fastening, 48 cm, 5 cm diameter head Ferrous alloy Strap

T a b l e  1 2 . 1 7 .  A r t e f a c t s  a t  M L P - D I 0 0 1  ( S o u t h ) .

s i te  M l p - D I 0 02  ( s a m e  s i te  a s  D p l h  1 1 7 08 )
T h i s  s i t e  i s  o n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  c r e e k  w a s h o u t , 

a n d  t h u s  p r o x i m a t e  t o  M L P - D I 0 0 1 .  A  s i m i l a r  r a n g e  o f 

a r t e f a c t s  o c c u r s  h e r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l c o h o l  b o t t l e s ,  c o p p e r 

s h e e t i n g  f r a g m e n t s  a n d  l i t h i c s  ( t h e s e  l a t t e r  a r e  r e p o r t e d 

i n  D o r t c h  e t  a l .  2 0 1 9 ) . 

LABEL DESCRIPTION MATERIAL CLASS

DIA01-2018-EF046 Glass, olive, shoulder, three-piece mould 
Glass, olive, finish, single collar, turn paste  
Glass, case gin, olive, body, frag

Olive glass Bottle shoulder

DIA01-2018-EF047 Glass, olive, base, push-up  
Glass, olive, frag x 2

Olive glass Bottle base

DIA01-2018-EF050 Glass, olive, base, frag Olive glass Bottle base

DIA01-2018-EF048 Copper sheets x 2, 13 x 3 cm and 9 x 4 cm Copper alloy Sheet metal

DIA01-2018-EF042 Glass bottle, olive, base and body, makers marks base 5.  
Side: &CO /:M

Olive glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF043 Glass, bottle, amber, 3 frags, turn paste, base and finish,  
single collar, slender compared to modern beer bottles

Olive glass Whole bottle

DIA01-2018-EF044 Glass, blue tint , shoulder Blue glass Bottle shoulder

DIA01-2018-EF097 Glass, olive, fragment Olive glass Bottle fragment

T a b l e  1 2 . 1 8 .  A r t e f a c t s  a t  M L P - D I 0 0 2  ( D P L H  1 1 7 0 8 ) .

D i s c u s s i o n
T h e  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  W a t e r i n g  B a y  a n d  R o c k y  C r e e k 

l a n d s c a p e  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e :

•  T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s u b m e r g e d  s t o n e  t o o l s  i n  t h e 

i n t e r t i d a l  z o n e  s u g g e s t s  A b o r i g i n a l  o c c u p a t i o n 

f r o m  b e f o r e  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  w a s  f o r m e d  b y 

s e a - l e v e l  r i s e  d u r i n g  t h e  E a r l y  t o  M i d - H o l o c e n e 

( D o r t c h  e t  a l .  2 0 1 9 ;  M o r r i s o n  2 0 1 9 ) .

•  O u r  l i m i t e d  r e c o r d i n g  o f  r o c k  a r t  a n d  s t a n d i n g 

s t o n e s  s u g g e s t s  a  w i d e s p r e a d  u s e  o f  t h i s  l o c a l i t y 

f o r  a  r a n g e  o f  p u r p o s e s ,  o f  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  c a p t u r e d 

b u t  a  s m a l l  p a r t .  T h e r e  i s  a  f o c u s  o n  t h e  s e m i - p e r -

m a n e n t  p o o l s  i n  R o c k y  C r e e k ,  a n d  t h e  g o o d - q u a l -

i t y  l i t h i c  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  q u a r r i e d  f r o m 

t h e  s o u t h e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  b e a c h . 

•  A  d e e p - t i m e  s t y l e  s e q u e n c e  i s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y 

t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  r o c k  a r t  a s s e m b l a g e  w h i c h 

i n c l u d e s  a r c h a i c  f a c e s ,  d o t - h e a d e d  f i g u r e s 

a n d  c o m p l e x  g e o m e t r i c s  a n d  b y  c .   4 %  o f  t h i s 

a s s e m b l a g e  b e i n g  h e a v i l y  w e a t h e r e d  ( C S 1 ) .

•  M o r e  r e c e n t  a r t  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  i n d i c a t e d  b y  t h e 

l a r g e  a s s e m b l a g e  o f  f i s h  a n d  o t h e r  m a r i n e 

t h e m e s ,  w i t h  o v e r  h a l f  t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  b e i n g  l e s s 

w e a t h e r e d  ( C S 4  a n d  C S 5 ) .

W h i l e  t h e  a r e a  w a s  o n l y  r e c o r d e d  o v e r  a  v e r y  s h o r t 

f i e l d  s e a s o n ,  t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  p e t r o g l y p h s  r e c o r d e d  a l o n g 
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M L P - D I 0 0 9 ,  l o c a t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  f i r s t  p o o l  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k 

l i n e ,  h a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  d e n s i t y  a t  7 0 2  m o t i f s / h e c t a r e . 
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